BARREL SAND FILTER

Conducting Maintenance

Maintenance is required when the rate of water flow slows down too much.  At this point, the following steps are required:

1. Remove the lid and the colander/diffuser basin.

2. Lower the water level inside the filter by using a small cup to scoop out the water that has not drained through the outlet pipe.

3. Make a small hole in the sand with the cup.  Scoop out the water that accumulates in it until only wet sand remains.

4. Remove 3 to 5cm of the fine sand layer and set it aside.  (After washing and drying in the sun, this sand may be reused next time maintenance is performed.)

5. Reinstall the colander/diffuser basin.

6. Slowly add water to the filter until water begins to flow through the outlet pipe again.

7. Again remove the colander/diffuser basin and add clean, fine sand until the layer of sand reaches a level of 5cm below the water surface.  Level the surface of the sand.

8. Reinstall the colander/diffuser basin and the lid.

The filter is ready to be used again.  Its normal operation will be reestablished after 2 to 3 days.

