BJP
A. Introduction 

      The Bharatiya Janata Party is India’s leading opposition political party. It was founded in 1980, and since its existence has been in power once, from 1998 – 2004. The BJP advocates strongly for nationalism, conservative family values, and Integral Humanism. Integral Humanism is an economic and social model that focuses on self-sustenance at a national and local level. Ultimately, the goal for the party is to build a vibrant and powerful India that is attuned to its rich heritage and yet remains a global leader in the modern world. 

B. Key Points 

- The apprehension of key terrorist leaders harbored in Pakistan

- Having Kashmir in complete Indian control

- Secure the border between India and Bangladesh 

C. Background of your country/organization 

      The history of the Bharatiya Janata Party begins with the founding of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951 by Syama Prasad Mukherjee. The BJS was founded by activists of the social organization, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, and remained a solid opposition party for most of its existence. A major obstacle the fledgling party faced was the incarceration of Mukherjee in 1953. Mukherjee, who was jailed due to his crossing into Kashmir as protest against a law forbidding such travel without the permission of the Prime Minister of Kashmir, would go on to die in prison, leaving a void early on in its development.

      The highlight for the BJS was when it joined the Janata coalition government following the Emergency and the subsequent defeat of the Indira Gandhi-led Congress Party in 1977. The Janata party, helmed by Prime Ministers Morarji Desai and Choudary Charan Singh, dissolved within three years and left the BJS in a flux. This led to its eventual demise as well.

      In December of 1980, former leaders of the Bharatiya Janata Sangh, including Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Lal Krishna Advani decided to establish the Bharatiya Janata Party with the same objective as before: to challenge the Congress Party in power. With Vajpayee at the helm, the BJP secured two seats in the 1984 Lok Sabha elections. The BJP criticized Indira Gandhi’s administration for what it said were divisive practices that led to the fostering of a Sikh militancy in the state of Punjab.

      When the increased tension led to the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1984 by her Sikh bodyguards, the BJP advocated on behalf of the victims of reprisal attacks against the community by Congress supporters. While the electoral gains from this position were minimal, the party used this stand to catapult itself into the national spotlight, and then followed up this momentum with significant gains during the 1989 elections. The Bharatiya Janata Party secured 88 seats in Parliament and aligned itself briefly with the Janata Dal to form a coalition government headed by Prime Minister V. P. Singh.

      However, a major turning point for the BJP came in the form of the Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir Movement, with the party becoming a major advocate for the erection of a temple in the honor of Lord Ram in place of the Babri mosque in the city of Ayodhya. The BJP’s position was that since the city of Ayodhya held religious significance to Hindus, a temple was necessary to honor its past as the city where the Lord Ram is believed to have ruled as king. They also cited the fact that the mosque itself had been built by the invading Mughal Empire over an existing temple, and that the mosque currently was not being used.

      The movement was a controversial and polarizing one. When BJP leader Advani was arrested in 1990 due to his agitation for the Ram temple, the party withdrew its support from the coalition government. From 1991 onwards, the BJP has become Congress’s major rival in Indian politics, and it established this position mainly because of the support it has garnered from conservative Hindus due to its involvement in the Ram Janmabhoomi movement.

      On December 6, 1992, the Babri mosque was razed by protesters, believed to have been instigated by activists from both the BJP and affiliate Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP). This led to communal riots and violence between Hindus and Muslims, resulting in the deaths of over 1000 people. BJP leaders, including Lal Krishna Advani, were connected to the riots and subsequently arrested, but as of now, nobody has been convicted for their role in the destruction of the mosque and subsequent riots. Also, the Ram Temple has not been built.

      The BJP has maintained national prominence from this period onwards. It has been the ruling party two times. The first time, in 1996, saw Vajpayee appointed Prime Minister, a post he was only able to hold onto for thirteen days, the shortest ever stint for an Indian Prime Minister. The BJP had not secured the required number of seats in the Lok Sabha, and so their time in power ended once a new coalition secured a large enough amount.

      The second time the BJP came into power was in 1998, as part of the National Democratic Alliance. Vajpayee was again chosen as the Prime Minister. Significant accomplishments included the promotion of the Prasar Bharati Act, which gave government-owned media outlets more freedom, and five nuclear weapons tests at Pokhran. However, in May of 1999, one of the other parties aligned with the NDA, the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, pulled its support from the alliance, resulting in new elections.

      The elections of October 13, 1999 saw the BJP win 183 seats as the NDA secured an even stronger hold in the government. The party remained in power until the next regularly scheduled elections in 2004, when they lost their parliamentary majority, which allowed for the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance to take control. During this five year term, Prime Minister Vajpayee promoted privatization of major corporations previously controlled by the government. The progressive economic approach helped India become the burgeoning economy that it is today. The NDA also began major construction work, including the Golden Quadrilateral project that seeks to connect the four corners of the nation with four-lane highways.

      In terms of national security, the BJP-led coalition government faced the 1999 Kargil War with Pakistan, but subsequently, Vajpayee made initial attempts to establish peaceful relations with India’s hostile neighbors. At the same time, the government had to cope with several terrorist attacks, including attacks within India’s Parliament building in 2001. To prevent further strikes, Parliament passed the Prevention of Terrorist Activities Act which augmented the power of security forces and intelligence agencies.

      While the BJP expected to perform reasonably well in the 2004 Parliamentary elections, it was sorely disappointed with the outcome. The NDA proved unable to muster a majority, and so the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance took over. The UPA’s Manmohan Singh remains Prime Minister to this date. As a result, the BJP has resumed its role as the nation’s leading opposition party, as it continues to reevaluate its positions in hopes of once again controlling the government in the future.

D. Issues 

Committee on Governance: 

      India has been a stable democracy since its independence from the British Empire, and is currently the largest democracy in the world. The nation operates under a Parliamentary system of government, with the Parliament consisting of two houses: the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. The Lok Sabha consists of 545 members who are directly elected to their positions, while the Rajya Sabha’s 250 members are appointed.

      The Prime Minister is a Member of Parliament who has been selected to fill that post. He or she is usually a leading member of the party or alliance that has a majority in the Lok Sabha. Meanwhile, there is also the office of the President of India, which is indirectly elected by an electoral college consisting of Members of Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies. While the President is the head of the executive branch, the Prime Minister is largely considered the head of the Indian government.

      While India is a diverse nation filled with a plethora of ethnic groups, it is usually divided along religious lines, with a Hindu majority and a fairly sizeable Muslim minority. The BJP believes strongly in treating all citizens of India equally, and promotes the idea of a uniform civil code, which the Congress party strongly objects too. The lack of a uniform civil code allows for Muslims to engage in conduct that is typically only permitted in nations governed under Shar’ia law, such as the right of men to marry more than one woman.

      As a result of these fundamental differences between the BJP and Congress, and due to BJP’s reputation as a “Hindu nationalist” party, the BJP’s primary vote base is Hindus, with the Muslim community voting for the Congress party. However, it would not be accurate to say that Indian politics is divided along religious lines, as the Congress’s primary supporters are in fact Hindus, and neither party discriminates based on religion.

      Corruption in India has been an issue—albeit, a smaller issue compared to the other countries in the region that have sustained large periods of instability and military rule. According to Transparency International, India’s Corruption Perceptions Index is 3.4, which has it ranked 84th out of 180 nations. Corruption is pervasive and is found at the local, state, and national levels of government. It has been found that in 2009, nearly a quarter of the members of the Lok Sabha had been charged with violent crimes ranging from murder to rape. While corruption can often be caught, particularly by the media, the perpetrators are often not punished due to the slow nature of India’s justice system, especially when the official is a powerful figure.

      Unlike many of the other nations in the region, India has not had power struggles between civilian leaders and military counterparts. Barring the brief state of emergency declared by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1975, where civil rights were suspended and martial law was enforced, India’s democratic mechanisms have been vibrant and strong. 

Committee on Economy

 India has enjoyed serious economic growth during the 2000s, slowing down in 2009. It has a projected deficit of 10.3% which will be the highest in the world. The GDP of India as of 2007 is 8% of the USA.

The greatest achievement was the universal license in telecom industry, granting license holders permission to hold GSM services. The Golden Qualrilaeral road network, which connects many parts of India, is currently being built. Only the wealthiest 3% of the population contribute to 50% of the GDP and wealth does not trickle down. A large amount of money was spent on Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to provide education for as many kids as possible. However, this plan has not reached great success. Graduate unemployment was 34 million across India. Low spending on power, construction, transportation, telecommunications and real estate hindered it from reaching higher growth.

The reliance on foreign aid for finances has decreased since 1991 and since the 2000s, it has been repaying its debt. Declining interest rates and reduced borrowings helped alleviate its debt. It does not receive aid since it is a net importer.

The economy of India is characterized by dynamic facets. Roads fallen under disrepair, shortage on electricity, and an imperfect judicial system demonstrates faulty infrastructure while the ambitions and zeal of industrialists and general population support the shaky structure.    
Kashmir

The state of Kashmir and Jammu and all its component regions are an integral and inseparable part of the Republic of India. Since the inception of the Indian nation Kashmir has been a part. It is an undeniable fact that during the partition of India and Pakistan the Princely State Kashmir and Jammu had the right to remain sovereign or to cede said sovereignty to either Pakistan or the Republic of India. It opted to become a part of India. The United Nations recognized the legitimacy of India’s claim in resolution 39 of 1948. Kashmir and Jammu are rightfully a part of the Republic of India. However the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Peoples Republic of China have since occupied large portions of the region and refuse the recognize the right of Kashmir to remain a part of India. BJP does not insist that occupied Kashmir be returned to the Republic of India. However, the current borders must be maintained peacefully, and foreign sponsored terrorism must be suppressed. If other countries remain belligerent on this matter BJP will insist that the current president take appropriate military action. BJP will encourage India to extend the olive branch provided foreign aggression is mitigated. The Kashmiri people are beleaguered by the incessant war and by indecision on the part of the Congress. Article 370 must be repealed. It is a psychological barrier preventing the further assimilation of the Kashmiri people into the Indian Nation. Special courts must be created to promote the speedy trial of terrorists and insurgents. The majority Muslim population of Kashmir and Jammu does not constitute a legitimate claim for the region to be annexed by Pakistan. India is a secular democracy, and it ensures the rights of all citizens regardless of ethnicity or creed. The same cannot always be said for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Kashmir has become one of the wealthiest regions of South Asia because of the careful guidance and protection of The Republic of India. BJP will no longer tolerate foreign agitators and militants terrorizing the Kashmiri people. BJP hopes for a future of peace and prosperity for all regions of Kashmir and Jammu.

