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Introduction


The United Islamic Front is a coalition of northern Afghan tribes whose primary goal is to eradicate the Taliban. We believe that it is necessary to have a more substantial representation in the government so that our concerns may be heard and met. Additionally, we would like to create economic stability for the Afghan people through the development of a sound infrastructure and improved access to health facilities and schools. Finally, we want to put an end to the conflict caused by the tension between the ethnic minorities and majorities in Afghanistan. 

Key Points

The United Islamic Front’s key points for the 2010 EPIIC Symposium are as follows:

· To improve access to schools and health facilities for all Afghan men.

· To address water access for agriculture, health, and economic development.

· To address the effects of the alteration of the Line of Control in Kashmir on relationships in the region.

· To create economic stability through the development of a secure infrastructure and innovations leading to increased income for the Afghan government and people.

· To acquire representation and presence in the Afghan government.

· To eradicate the Taliban.

· To stabilize the conflict between the ethnic minorities and majorities of Afghanistan (The United Front’s primarily Tajik, Uzbek, and Hazara peoples, and Afghanistan’s Pashtun majority).

Background


In 1979, Afghanistan was invaded by the Soviet Union. Previous to the invasion, Afghanistan was a relatively stable and prosperous area.  The Soviets allegedly came to assist the newest president, Babrak Karmal, who had been appointed during the Communist takeover.  The Soviets stated that the coup was legitimate; however, much of the Western world believes that it was staged in order to replace former Afghan leader, Hafizullah Amin.


A group of resistance fighters, the Mujahideen, fought against the Soviet Union and turned the occupation into a bloody and unsuccessful war for the Soviets.  From this, the original United Islamic Front was created.  Several Mujahideen, including Burhanuddin Rabbani and the late Ahmad Shah Massoud, who took part in this coalition, went on to become the major leaders of the UIF that make up our alliance today.

The last Soviets left in 1989 and, beginning in 1992, the United Islamic Front assumed the leadership of Afghanistan.  Then the Taliban came.  The Taliban took over Kabul in a bloody fight in 1996.  After that, members of the UIF retreated to the north, and thus originated the moniker “Northern Alliance.”  During this retreat, we began to gather the forces necessary to combat the Taliban. However, all attempts were futile until the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, when the United States showed a renewed interest in the affairs of Afghanistan. With this newfound support, the UIF was able to acquire additional money and weapons to pursue and overtake the Taliban. 



There are five major factions within the United Front.  They can be found in the northeastern region, as well as in pockets throughout western and central Afghanistan.  The UIF is primarily made up of three ethnic groups: the Tajiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras.  Many of these groups joined because of ethnic discrimination from the Afghan majority, the Pashtuns.  



The first of the five factions is the Islamic Party of Afghanistan, or Jamiat-I Islami.  This group is made up mostly of ethnic Tajiks, who live in the western province of Herat.  The second is the National Islamic Movement Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, or Jubish-i-Milli-yi.  Ethnic Uzbeks make up the majority of this group, and reside in the northeastern region.  The next faction is the Islamic Unity Party of Afghanistan, or Hizb-i-Wahdat-i.  This group is composed of ethnic Hazaras who live in the central region.  The last two groups are less prominent within our alliance and include the Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, or Harakat-i-Islami-yi, and the Islamic Union for the Liberation of Afghanistan, or Ittihhad-i-Islami. 

UIF partners currently hold several positions in the Afghan government and the alliance is working to secure more.  Even though we are not as well represented in the government as we hope to be, we are still affecting the lives of millions of Afghans daily. 
Committee on Governance

The United Islamic Front (UIF) consists of many non-Pashtun figures, most either Tajiks, Uzbeks, or Hazaras, all of which are ethnic minorities of Afghanistan. The most prominent members in the UIF include Burhanuddin Rabbani and military commander, General Mohammed Fahim. Fahim, however, is considered more the front-man of the United Front than Rabbani (having taken over Massoud’s position of primary leadership after Massoud’s assassination).  Although we are not a government, the UIF formerly controlled much of the country, including the capital, Kabul.

The government of Afghanistan has been newly formulated into a “democratic” government. Government structure consists of three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial. The legislative branch is separated into two houses: Meshrano Jirga (the upper house) and the Wolesi Jirga (the lower house). Notably, Northern Alliance member Mohammad Yunis Quanuni is the current president of the Wolesi Jirga. 


The president of Afghanistan also has the power to appoint vice-presidents, cabinet ministers, judges, ambassadors, a national security advisor, and certain members of the upper house of the National Assembly. The president’s choices, however, are subject to the parliament’s consent. The president is also the commander-in-chief of the armed forces. The current president of Afghanistan is Hamid Karzai.


Since the end of the Afghan civil war in 2001 (in which Russia and Iran backed the UIF in ridding Afghanistan of the Taliban), and because of its assistance to the United States in anti-Taliban movements, the UIF has been a large presence in Afghanistan and its government. However, it is currently arguable and semblant that Afghan president Karzai is gradually trying to eliminate that presence.  When Mohammed Fahim was vice-president from 2001 – 2004, Karzai demanded that Fahim reduce the number of Pajshiri Tajiks within the Denense ministry.  However, in 2004, Fahim was removed from the presidential re-election ticket.  Following this decision, the divide between the Afghan government and the United Front has become evident.

In addition, it seems that Karzai is trying to form the Afghan government in his personal political image as much as possible. “Most of the ballots cast [for Karzai] in last year’s election…were [allegedly] fraudulent” (Wall Street Journal).  To avoid consequence such as disqualification, Karzai issued a decree that put his office in control of the election watchdog group, the Election Complaints Commision. Such actions and events show the kind of corruption that is taking place inside the Afghan government. In fact, Afghanistan ranks as the second most corrupt country in the world according to the Transparency International Index, with a 1.3 ranking. Karzai’s attempts to purify and to make exclusive participation in the Afghan government make it difficult for the UIF to have appropriate representation and influence.  That, in turn, damages the stability and national unity of Afghanistan, which is still under threat of the Taliban.  That is something Afghanistan cannot afford and that the UIF does not want. 

However, while Afghanistan’s government is host to corruption of its own, the UIF  has been proven guilty of corrupt behavior as well: “Some sections of the Pashtun population who had nothing to do with the Taliban are being victimized in northern Afghanistan by ethnic Hazara, Uzbeks and Tajiks. This has been confirmed by the US-based rights group, Human Rights Watch”. As a group whose largely claimed objective is to oppose and fight to prevent Taliban harm and destruction, acts such as those described corrupt and dirty the list of goals aspired and those accomplished  by the UIF, and causes unnecessary conflict among the Afghan people.
Committee on Security

The United Front played a huge part in securing Afghanistan from the Taliban. In the years to follow the members of the UIF flooded Karzai's Cabinet, controlling what was going on in the nation. Recently however the UIF has taken more of a back seat and for the time being mainly relies on President Hamid Karzai and his cabinet to control the security of Afghanistan. Karzai is closely watched by the UIF due to the fact he once supported the Taliban.

Even though the UIF has seemed to have stepped back from control in Afghanistan, our recess is due to our difference of opinions on how the government should be run, and hardly due to a lack of concern for the government's security. We have said that if the government does not make some needed changes there will be consequences for Karzai´s government. One of the differing opinions is how to deal with the Taliban. Karzai recently started to talk with the United States of America and the United Kingdom about buying the Taliban off. Karzai is afraid of the growing influence of the Taliban and a resurgence of the group. The United Front has always fought for what we believe in and even though we have been known to change our beliefs, the United Front is definitively anti-Taliban.
And though the UIF has, for the most part, decided to oppose Karzai, we still have some former members in government positions. Abdul Rahim Wardak is currently the Minister of Defense in Afghanistan. The UIF, for the time being, is simply and rightfully in loyal opposition to Karzai. We have not taken up arms against him but have suggested that we could, in fact, revolt at anytime. The civil-military relations in the United Front are blurred, especially since the alliance is made up of tribes that constantly switch sides, and the line between friend and foe in the UIF is often blurred.

While the United Front fights to unify Afghanistan and to do what is best for the Afghani people, we are still on the Human Rights Watch list.  An unfortunate consequence of our work to better Afghanistan is that civilians are often caught in the crossfire between the Taliban and the United Front.  As a result, we have been accused of neglecting civilians’ rights.  We are on the watch list not only for our alleged treatment of captive Taliban fighters but also for our alleged treatment of civilians during UIF attacks to search out and destroy the Taliban.  Watch list or not, the UIF will continue to protect our people from terrorists.
The UIF also maintains a firm stance with regard to the police force. The United Front is disappointed that the military has been used to replace a police force.   We view the establishment of a functioning government with separate military and police forces as key to successfully uniting our country.   The UIF and many other citizens of Afghanistan also believe that countries should each have the opportunity and the right to solve their own problems. The UIF has fought the insurgencies of the Taliban in Afghanistan, and though we had aid from foreign countries, the Taliban insurrections are indeed an Afghan problem.  Many United Front members believe that our country’s problems can only be solved if an effective and representative government can take control and truly unite Afghanistan.

While eliminating the Taliban is an ongoing battle for the United Islamic Front, the UIF will also be ready to challenge the current government if conditions do not improve. Since the UIF is not the official military of Afghanistan, it is not governmentally funded.  However, the UIF is more than capable of obtaining money from foreign countries to support its needs. In late September 2001, the United States met with the commanders of the UIF to gain UIF support in defeating the Taliban. The code name for the project was Jawbreaker.  CIA members met with powerful members of the United Front.  And to show that the United States was serious about ridding Afghanistan of the Taliban and aiding the UIF, the CIA agents of Jawbreaker handed over millions of dollars to supply the United Front with weapons.  Additionally, the UIF has been also accused of plundering money that was sent to the Kazai government. In 2002, six reported shipments of currency from Russia to the Karzai government were allegedly stolen by the United Front.

The lack of a stable economy has forced the UIF to be creative in terms of creating income generating operations.  When we are not utilizing the resources at hand or developing financial relationships crucial to uniting Afghanistan, we are working hard to get our cash crops out to our consumers. The United Front benefits so much from the growing of poppies that eradication programs have further strained the relationship with Karzai's government. Afghanistan's government wants to curtail opium and hemp as cash crops and are trying to enforce stricter laws to prevent drug trafficking. Such actions would directly impact the United Front as they would limit our ability to distribute its most profitable cash crop.

Opium is not the only thing being moved across Afghan borders.   Refugees enter and exit the country daily.  For example, in 1995, there were approximately 26,000 Tajik refugees living in four refugee camps in northern Afghanistan. These refugee camps are located in the provinces of Balkh, Konduz and Takhar.  These Tajiks make up a large percentage of the United Front. In fact, the governor of Balkh,Ustad Atta Mohammed Noor, fought with the Northern Alliance against the Soviets and was part of the Anti-Taliban United Islamic Front. These provinces have always had ties to the UIF and strongly support the UIF.  The support in these northern provinces has had a profound influence on the United Front. If the UIF had not been able to keep control of these areas during the Taliban regime, we would not have had the strength to fight the power of the Taliban.
The UIF does not wish to control production of nuclear weapons in South Asia, but is concerned to the extent that the matter directly affects the safety of our people who have been in the middle of conflicts throughout our history. The United Front's main priority is to unify Afghanistan.  Of course, the UIF would prefer nuclear weapons in control of United Front allies, especially in bordering countries.  But the threat of nuclear weapons at this particular moment is not as disconcerting as the more immediate threats and dangers facing the UIF.

The United Front maintains a guarded trust of the Karzai government.  The UIF is more stringent, however, when it comes to its response to the Taliban – the Taliban must go.  The UIF does not wish to isolate itself from the rest of Afghanistan; the security of Afghanistan as a whole is our top priority. Though the United Front has legitimate concerns with the current government, for now it benefits our cause to wait and see if the government makes what we believe are necessary changes. We recognize our tenuous position with our allies and believe that any further displays of rebellion from the UIF will not be met with kindness from either the Afghan government or the United States of America.  All parties involved in this conflict recognize that the security of Afghanistan changes often and abruptly and the UIF is no exception.  We have stood and now stand ready for whatever is necessary to promote the security and safety of our people.
Committee on Economic Challenges

Afghanistan’s economy as a whole has been rather shaky in the last decade. However, in the past few years, things have started to turn around. Their economic situation has gotten better; they have had increasingly more income in the last years and have received more support from foreign aid than in the past. The United Front has seen increased trade with many European countries as well as the United States. We have seen a slight decrease in income, but are still making more money than they had been for many years.

Afghanistan had a GDP purchasing power parity of $23.35 billion in 2009, meaning the value of all products produced in Afghanistan had a value of $23.35 billion, and had an official exchange rate of $13.32 billion. They set out a budget of $1.1 billion, but ended up with $3.3 billion in expenditures. Afghanistan also has a large amount of debt, currently equal to about $8 billion.

There was a deficit in trade in Afghanistan in 2008; they imported $8.27 billion worth of products, but only exported $603 million worth of goods. Their trade partners included Pakistan, India, the United States, Tajikistan, Germany, and the Netherlands. The United Front has done some trade with the United States, mostly in the form of weapons and money. Much of the UIF’s income comes from their ‘bumper crop’ of poppies. In 2008, the poppy production was down 22% from the year before, but its production figures were still of historical proportions; poppies brought in $64 billion in 2009. Increasingly bad weather conditions drove the potential crop down to 5,500 metric tons, which, if all processed, could produce 648 metric tons of heroin. Most of the heroin grown and produced in Afghanistan, much in areas controlled by the United Front, is consumed in Europe and Eurasia. Beyond heroin, Afghanistan also produces wheat, wool, mutton, sheepskin, and lambskin. 

There have been great amounts of development in some areas of Afghanistan, while growth in other areas has been lacking significantly. For instance, some improvements have been made to reduce the unemployment rate; however, there have been no expenditures whatsoever on education. There have been not advances made to improve the education systems or to extend educational opportunities to more people. Concerning the United Front specifically, there has been very little development; we are more interested in having governmental influence than raising production rates or college attendance rates. Our focus is elsewhere, so educational and economic progress have been overlooked.

Afghanistan, however, has received large amount of developmental assistance. The United States have been providing aid to Afghanistan since the late 1970s when the Soviet conflict first broke out. After the Desert Storm and now, during the ongoing War on Terror, the United States has provided assistance to Afghanistan to help develop a democratic form of government and advance performance in education and job fields. Most of the aid the United Front has received has been from allies for their cause rather than for developmental advancements. 

Both the United Front and Afghanistan have received large amounts of foreign aid in recent decades. Donations of many different kinds have been given to us, in forms ranging from money to training. Afghanistan was given a great deal of aid both during and after Desert Storm, especially from the United States. The United States spent months training the Afghani military in order to fight the Soviets in the 1980s. Furthermore, the CIA provided large numbers of weapons, reaching into the millions. The 2010 United States’ Defense budget allocates $130 billion dollars for overseas contingency operations in Afghanistan. The American military forces worked for several years to create a stable, democratic form of government and fair, honest, honorable elections for the government. They have spent years rebuilding the ruins that the war and the Taliban left in their cities and villages. In 2008 alone, Afghanistan received $2.6 billion from the Reconstruction Trust Fund in addition to $63 million from the Law and Order Trust Fund, plus other public and private donations and grants. 

The United Front has obtained much foreign aid since its creation. Much of the training provided by the United States during Desert Storm was given to the United Front, as were weapons and monetary donations. In addition, during the Civil War between the Taliban and the United Front, Russia supplied us with many automatic weapons. We have received aid from a long list of countries and organizations, depending on their current allies, which tends to change to fit our current interests.

To say that Afghanistan and the UIF are reliant on foreign aid would be an understatement, seeing as we have used foreign grants, monetary contributions, materials, weapons, and intelligence for more than twenty years. The Northern Alliance especially has learned to make friendships that suit us and use them to our advantage. We are not able to grow much in our arid climate and need help funding and preparing for the mujihadeen, so we make deals with our friends hopefully to help us both. 

Afghanistan has a large unemployment rate of 40%. Of those 15 million Afghanis who do work, most work in agriculture, while a small minority works in industry and service. The United Front is a group of people working together against a common enemy, trying to get a voice in the Afghani government. We are essentially a small military faction that members consider their work. Therefore, the unemployment rate of the United Front itself would be zero.

Education in Afghanistan is very limited; only 28% of the population is literate (meaning they can read and write past the age of 15). Males receive 11 years of education, whereas females receive just 4 years. Very few Afghanis go on to University; there are only three universities in all of Afghanistan. For the United Front, education is not a very high priority. The UIF want a few educated people who can deal with diplomacy and public relations, but the average member does not require advanced education. 

The main economic innovation for the United Front is the increasing production of opium. Since a ban was passed in 2001 prohibiting the production and sale of poppies, the money earned from the sale of opium is not recorded in the national income. Therefore, the United Front has millions of unrecorded income that can be used for our own benefit and provide extra funds for our cause. The amount of money the NA receives from the sale of opium as heroin is increasing every year. This innovation is a very good thing for the UIF, because it brings in needed funds and gives us a means to be more independent. If we can earn our own money rather than trade with someone else, we will ultimately benefit because we will not owe anyone favors and will be able to focus on our cause and not repaying those who helped us. 

Another important innovation for the United Front is the increase in cannabis production. While government raids have destroyed many poppy crops, Afghanis have turned to the production of cannabis. While cannabis production is by no means legal, government officials tend to overlook cannabis crops during raids. While more than 20,000 acres of opium was destroyed in 2008, most cannabis crops were left alone. Also, cannabis is more desirable to produce because it costs less to produce than poppies and earns more than five times more on the market than wheat. Furthermore, the demand for cannabis in neighboring countries has increased in the past few years, widening the market for local farmers. The United Front uses this neglect of cannabis crops to our advantage, bringing in billions of dollars for our cause.

Thus, while the economy of Afghanistan and the United Front may look bleak, it is actually on an upturn. The increase in opium production as well as willingness of foreign countries to provide aid for the United Front and Afghanistan’s fledgling democracy benefit us. We receive the money we need to pay our expenditures and pay off some of our debt. Education and labor are the areas that could use the most attention but they, unfortunately, are those that receive the least attention. Because we are focused on their mission of governmental influence, the United Front overlooks some important areas; but if we can succeed in getting a voice in the government, we can focus more on improving those areas that are currently lacking.

Committee on Resources

Mainly stationed in northeastern Afghanistan with some pockets throughout western and central Afghanistan, the United Islamic Front’s resources come from a number of places.  Where and how we get our resources varies from group to group, depending on where each is located.  Access to clean water along with having agriculturally sound land is quickly changing in response to the rising climate and harsh and varying weather conditions.

The geography of Afghanistan plays a major role in the United Islamic Front’s ability to obtain resources.  There are five main groups of the UIF, all of which reside in three different areas of the country with varying landscapes.  Tajik Jamiat-I-Islami inhabits the western region of Herat where the land is relatively flat and the soil conditions are fair.  Uzbek Junbish-I-Milli-yi Islami inhabits the northeastern region, which is dominated by the Hindu Kush mountain range.  Hizb-I-Wahdat inhabits the central region of Afghanistan where the landscape is mountainous with some rolling hills.  Because of the differences in landscape, each region has been affected by climate change in different ways and has different resources in terms of water and land.
Northeastern Afghanistan, where a majority of the United Islamic Front inhabits, has suffered the most extreme drought in 10 years in 2008, having well below the normal rainfall and winter snowfall levels.  This is particularly detrimental to the northern areas of Afghanistan because 90% of the agriculture depends on the water that rain brings.  The largest resource of water in northern Afghanistan is the Amu Darya, which covers 24% of the territory including its tributaries.  The Amu Darya stretches from its headwaters in the eastern Pamir Mountains in Afghanistan to its mouth on the southern shore of the Aral Sea in Uzbekistan.  Rainwater, pools, springs, river pools and canals are other sources of water for people and farmers in this region.

The timing and amount of annual snowmelt is a key factor in determining the quantity and duration of how much water is available for irrigation throughout the cultivated areas of Afghanistan.  The unusually early snowmelt in 2008 led to stream flows peaking before traditional surface-irrigated crops could take full advantage of them.  In the higher elevations in the north one crop per year, mainly wheat is commonly produced. However, other crops include barley, pea, millet, and sesame.

According to the United Nations, the opium cultivation in northeastern Afghanistan doubled in the year 2000.  For a healthy field of opium or cannabis, another popular crop grown by the UIF, the growers in the mountains siphon water from the streams, while farmers in the plains have to dig wells up to 100 meters deep to reach the water table.  United Islamic Front commander Akbar Khan says farming anything except cannabis makes little sense. "A kilo of wheat sells for 20,000 Afghanis," he explains, "But a kilo of chaars (cannabis) will sell for 10 million."  In order for the United Islamic Front to become less corrupt in their actions, we demand places in the government to let our voices be heard.  Because the other villagers are in such great need of water for themselves and for their crops, it puts the members of the United Islamic Front in a position of control over the population.

The water scarcity and shortage, brought upon by the drought and a rising climate, dramatically affects the United Islamic Front’s ability to grow their cash crops.  Whether opium poppies or cannabis, they both need more than their fair share of the water supply. A United Nations study claims that cannabis growing in the northern provinces of Afghanistan has jumped 40 percent since the Afghan government told farmers that they could no longer grow the opium poppy plants.  The United Front still needed to make money, and has recently taken up cannabis growing in its place to keep a source of income similar to when opium was their main crop.

In the western city of Herat, where the Jamiat-I-Islami resides, the detrimental drought in 2008 also had effects on their water availability and agriculture.  Currently in Herat, they are many important irrigation systems around the district that are in very poor condition.  Farmers here, unlike those in the northeast whose fields are rain-fed, irrigate their fields.  Without the irrigation systems in good conditions, many farmers are finding it difficult to have a fruitful harvest.  Most of the farmers in this region receive water from rivers and springs and the canals need rehabilitation as the embankments are damaged.  The average distance from the dug-wells is 200 meters for 90% of the population and 5 km for the other 10%.

In the province of Herat, the Afghan authorities have launched a poppy-eradication campaign much like the one in the northeast.  This has angered some farmers who depend on growing this crop for money.  The Afghan government’s intentions in eradicating the growth of this drug are simple.  If the government takes away the crop that is allowing money to get into the hands of the wrong people, the UIF will not have the money to buy guns or ammunition.  Herat province governor Sayed Hussain Anwari says the eradication campaign is necessary to break the stranglehold that drug lords have on the Afghan economy.
With the changing climate, harsh landscape, and the government’s insistence on stopping the growth of opium, the United Islamic Front might soon have to think of other ways to make money. If shortages of resources are hindering our ability to grow our cash crops, it is also hindering our ability to control the economy. Without this control we want more than ever to have legitimate spots in the government.

Committee on Rights and Responsibilities


While we are supported in the western hemisphere, the United Front’s history is filled with numerous crimes against the people of Afghanistan.  Women’s, civil, and social rights have been neglected in our struggle for control of Afghanistan and against the Taliban.  Furthermore, the northeastern region, in which the majority of the alliance resides, continues to live in poverty with little education and poor health care as does the rest of the country.


The United Front has been charged with various human rights violations in the past two decades, including everything from rape and murder to looting and ethnic discrimination. Many of the violations occurred between 1996 and 1998, when we controlled the majority of northern Afghanistan. From 1998 to 2001, however, the UIF was forced into a defensive position when the Taliban took control.


Specific factions or tribes typically were responsible for the violations, rather than the alliance acting as one unit. Many factions targeted the Pashtuns, the primary ethnic group of the Taliban, as well as anyone suspected to be associated with the Taliban. In May of 1997, the Junbish-I Milli-yi Afghanistan party executed over 3,000 Taliban soldiers.


In addition to fighting against the Taliban, we have been known to fight amongst ourselves.  The Jamiat-I Islami-yi Afghanistan party, made up primarily of Tajiks, has attacked the Hazara population, an ethnic group often persecuted in the country, on several occasions. On February 11, 1993, Jamiat forces raided a Hizb-I Wahdat-i Islami-yi Afghanistan neighborhood, looting the streets and raping the women. Seventy to one hundred Hazaras were killed in the attack.


A member of the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan was quoted saying, “The chaos they [the United Front] created was so pervasive that some people actually welcomed the Taliban in 1996.”  The women’s rights group has been very critical of the UIF, especially because of its support from the United States and the United Nations in spite of our rape and mistreatment of women. While the alliance practices a milder form of Islam than the Taliban, women are often still oppressed under their rule.  Many are still forced to wear veils and burkas, and in some areas, are not allowed to work or attend school.

In our struggle against the Taliban, our crimes against women and other ethnic groups have been overlooked by the United Nations and USA.  United Front members have, until recently, made up much of the Afghan administration.  However, the national government is now making an attempt to drop support of the UIF’s actions by removing many of its UIF appointments.  Yet failure to persecute the human rights abusers within the alliance has disillusioned many among the Afghan population who once believed that the US invasion would bring a brighter era.

The poverty rate in Afghanistan is reported to be at fifty-three percent and the unemployment rate at forty percent.  While we have shown little attention toward decreasing the poverty levels, non-governmental organizations have shown some progress in the northern region at creating sustainable development and self-sufficient food production. Nevertheless, neither the UIF nor the national government is fully addressing the problem, and significant change has not been made.

Years of war, the recent drought, and a lack of workers and facilities have left the majority of Afghans without adequate health care. The country currently has one of the worst health care systems in the world. Life expectancy is only 47.2 years for women and 45.3 for men. After the fall of the Taliban in 2001, non-governmental organizations have tried to rebuild much of it, to some success.

In the northern region, health care facilities exist in limited numbers but are often out of reach for many of us.  Only a small percentage of the region’s population has a health care facility within five kilometers of their homes.  In Badakhshan, the northeastern most province, ninety percent of households have to travel anywhere between three and twelve hours to reach the nearest one.  Access is particularly difficult in the winter months for Northern Afghans, due to heavy snows that obstruct travel and often result in numerous deaths.

Malnutrition and controllable diseases, such as malaria and tuberculosis, are major health problems in Afghanistan. There are now over 1,000 confirmed cases of the H1N1 virus in the country, most reported in the northern provinces. Most cases occur in healthy young men who typically recover, but it is now spreading to pregnant women who have a high risk of death. The World Health Organization is planning to distribute 2.8 million doses of H1N1 vaccines in the coming year, which will reach approximately ten percent of the population.  Opium is also posing a major health problem; it is one of our main forms of revenue, and addiction to it is widespread and forcing us and other Afghans even farther into poverty.

The average school life expectancy in Afghanistan is only eight years. Among men the number is eleven years, but only four among women. However, enrollment is increasing in the northern regions. The province of Badakhshan currently has the highest secondary enrollment in the country. In primary schools, the gender gap is relatively low, especially in the North. Yet for the poor in every region, the cost of schooling deters many. Access to schools is also still a major problem. For a large percentage of children, the nearest school is more than ten kilometers away.

There is no real freedom of the press in Afghanistan.  The country has a small number of radio stations, television stations, and newspapers; however, the Media Monitoring Commission of the Ministry of Information and Culture, set up by the national government, constantly observes forms of press.  Freedom of the speech and press is restrained under the pretense of protecting Islamic values.

Of the seven television broadcast stations in Afghanistan, only Aina TV is broadcast in the northern part of the country, in Mazar-e Sharif. The majority of the others are broadcast from Kabul and in the Persian languages that are commonly spoken by Pashtuns. Aina TV broadcasts in those languages as well as Uzbek and Turkmen. The station serves as an entertainment venue as well as a propaganda tool for Abdul Rashid Dostum, one of the major faction leaders of the UIF.


Under the control of both the Afghan government and the United Front, the habitants of the northeastern regions of Afghanistan have little voice in civil society. While the United States and the United Nations still support the UIF to an extent, basic needs such as education and health care go unmet.
Committee on Religion and Identity


According to the Qur’an, Islam is open to interpretation based on the individual.  In the year 610 A.D a man by the name of Muhammad was said to have received the word of God and from that point the Qur’an was written and Islam was created.  There are several branches of Islam that are represented in Afghanistan and in the United Islamic Front.  The two primary sects of Islam are the Shiites (Shia) and the Sunnis.  The main difference between these two major sects goes back to their belief of Muhammad’s successors.  Sunnis believe that four Caliphs succeeded Muhammad; Shiites reject the first three Caliphs and accept only the prophet Ali (a Caliph is a successor of Muhammad, a religious head of Islam).  

As previously mentioned, there is no exclusive interpretation of the Qur’an (the Qur’an does not entail a religious hierarchy; therefore, no need for a set interpretation).  Though individual Muslims are entitled to their own interpretations, they are also warned that in interpreting the Qur’an as they choose and applying these principles, they must accept responsibility for their choices.  The best known interpretation of the Qur’an is found in the extremist Taliban, the organization that the factions of the United Front have joined together to fight.  


Religion plays a huge role in the legislation of all Muslim States (Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Iran, etc).  Those in power are therefore able to interpret the legislation as they choose based on their own desires and their own understanding of the Qur’an.  During the early 1990’s while Afghanistan was under a “Seven-Party Alliance of Afghan Mujahedeen” rule, the Taliban formed in order to restore Afghanistan’s purity and in order to reunite the now very divided Afghanistan.  The factions of the Seven Party Alliance (the roots of today’s United Front) were not able to unite successfully to bring order and stability to the country so the Taliban staged a take over in order to unite their divided country. 

 The word ‘Talib’ in Arabic means “one who is seeking” or more descriptively “one seeking religious knowledge”.  Generally speaking, the Taliban are religious students, found anywhere in Afghanistan, the Indian Subcontinent, or Central Asia.  Because of their strong religious beliefs and values, the Taliban are considered a puritanical group.  These extremists are sometimes even willing to volunteer for suicide missions because they firmly believe that Muhammad is commanding them to do so and if they complete their tasks, God and Muhammad will reward them in paradise.  However, these beliefs are not praised in the Western world and because of this religious extremism, the Taliban are no longer provided with international aid.  In many towns and cities throughout the Middle East, the Taliban are highly regarded.  For poorer families especially, the Taliban are able to provide some money and stability (in some instances, even education).  Recruiting is at times necessary for the Taliban because of their great loss of numbers during fights with the United Front and other organizations.  At times like this the Taliban and the United Front are said to be fighting “a war of attrition,” where nearly nothing results but the continued loss of lives on both sides.  


To give more of a history to the conflict between the United Front and the Taliban, it is necessary to consider the ethnicities of each group.  Afghanistan is made up primarily of people of the Pashtun ethnicity (42%).  Following behind most nearly are the Tajiks (27%) and the Hazaras and Uzbeks (each 9% respectively).  The Taliban are generally Pashtun while the UIF includes the Tajiks, Hazaras, and Uzbeks.  The Taliban heavily targets the ethnic minorities that make up the United Front; however, the UIF is not totally innocent either.  

The Northern Alliance, more properly titled the United Islamic Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan (UIF or United Front), is an umbrella organization that unites several mujahedeen factions into one force fighting against the Taliban.  The five United Front factions recognized by the outside world include:  Islamic Party of Afghanistan, Islamic Unity Party of Afghanistan, National Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, and Islamic Union for the Liberation of Afghanistan.  Each of these separate factions is supported and represented by different ethnic and religious groups; from Tajiks to Shia Hazaras, many of Afghanistan’s people are represented.  Interestingly enough, there are those in the United Front who were former backers of the Soviet-endorsed Afghan communist government (the mujahedeen originally fought against communist leaders until they successfully took over Kabul in the 1992).  

This take over was the beginning of the United Front’s rule; yet, as mentioned, the alliance was not able to successfully lead the Afghan people to stability.  Fighting amongst mujahedeen warlords and factions led to the Taliban’s creation and the rivalry that we are still seeing today.  Not only does this rivalry encompass religious differences amongst Afghanistan’s people (both sides are, to an extent, religiously diverse), but it includes the ethnic differences as well: the majority against the minorities, those in power against those who wish to gain it.  Many people believe that Afghanistan will never be united while the Northern Alliance (UIF) “…follows ethnocentric policies that exclude Pashtuns…”  

The main difference between Afghanistan’s two major political and ethnic parties comes back to their religious interpretations.  The United Front is considered to be more easy-going, laid back; the Taliban are strict and highly orthodox.   It is not, however, possible to safely say that these descriptions are true for all people in either organization.  There are moderate Taliban and there are highly Orthodox United Front members.  This is something that all parties involved must understand.  To unify Afghanistan it is necessary to accept either the different ethnicities (Pashtun, Hazara, Tajik, etc…), or to divide Afghanistan up and, colloquially, “call it a day.”  All of this once again leads back to Afghanistan’s strong religious background.  As a guiding document for an Islamic Republic, the constitution was written and declares, “No law shall contravene the tenets and provisions of the holy religion of Islam.” This being said, is it acceptable under the rules of Islam to separate/divide Afghanistan based on ethnicities and religious interpretations?  

Finally, with regard to other Central Asian nations, it is necessary to review the ethnicities and religions of Afghanistan’s neighbors.  Considering the fact that the United Front is primarily in the northeastern portion of Afghanistan (hence the Western title the “Northern Alliance”), it is essential to look to Afghanistan’s Northern most neighbors: Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan.  From merely regarding the names of these neighbors we can see from where many of the United Front’s ethnicities derive; all countries surrounding Afghanistan are primarily Muslim, it is really only the ethnicities that vary.  

Turkmenistan’s primary ethnicity is Turkmen (85%) followed then by Uzbek (5%); Uzbekistan’s primary ethnicity is Uzbek (80%) followed by Tajik (5%); Tajikistan is divided into Tajik (79.9%) and Uzbek (15.3%) along with other smaller ethnic groups.  To the East and the West, Pakistan and Iran reign (with very low percentage of United Front or Taliban ethnicities).  The division of these ethnicities amongst South and Central Asia allows for strong connections within the countries.  The Taliban’s support amongst the Pakistani people (this is not to say however that all Pakistani people support the Taliban), and the United Front’s support in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan have led to tense feelings amongst the people of Asia; Islam’s ever changing interpretations may be the only thing that can one day bring Afghanistan and other countries together peacefully.  It is yet to be determined if it will involve unifying Pashtuns and Tajiks or if it will require an all out separation.  Mujahedeen groups such as the United Front and extremist groups like the Taliban are still fighting everyday to respond to that question.

Committee on Kashmir

The history of the Kashmir conflict dates back to the 1940s. Since that time, countless residents of Kashmir and its neighbors have lost their lives in the central conflict. Kashmir is a region that shares its borders with four prominent military powers: Pakistan, India, China, and Afghanistan. Kashmir was partitioned as a result of the Indian Independence Act of 1947, and in the same year, Pakistan and India went to was over control of Kashmir.


Portions of the regions are under de facto administrations of China, India, and Pakistan. These administrations control their own separate capitols within Kashmir. The capitals are: Askai Chin of China, Jammu-Kashmir of India, and Azad Kashmir of Pakistan. The territory has been has been divided, creating two main divisions controlled by India and Pakistan. The artificial border line is known as the “Line of Control”, and was put into effect by the Simla Agreement in 1972, after a second Indian-Pakistani war in 1965. 


Since 1989, militant Islamic forces, mainly elements of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda, have been attempting to drive India out of Kashmir to establish Islamic rule. This has been done by means of mass killings, ethnic cleansings, and other forms of terrorism. Ironically, Pakistan has stated that that India uses inhumane methods to maintain control. 


Since the fall of the Taliban in 2001, India has poured millions of dollars of support into rebuilding Afghanistan.  While their aid has been given to the Afghans under the pretense of kindness, their primary motivation is to prevent the return of the Pakistani-supported Taliban.  The militant and extremist groups of Pakistan often share resources and work in collaboration with each other; therefore, if the Taliban comes back into power, the Pakistanis will have stronger forces against India in the battle for Kashmir.   

 Because of India’s subtle support against the Taliban, the United Front has preferred India versus Pakistan in most matters.  India has been a necessary force in the reconstruction of Kabul after the Taliban was driven out in 2001. By loosely supporting India, the UIF secures its basic needs and resources. Recently the UIF has aided India’s attempt to “encircle” Pakistan by providing intelligence on Pakistani affairs. 


We agree with India’s solution to the Kashmir issue. The Kashmir conflict has various issues that tell the difficulty of creating a solution that satisfies all parties involved. The UIF and the governments of Pakistan and India are aware of the strategic importance of Kashmir simply due to its location. One significant conflict affecting Pakistan and India is the water rights issue in Kashmir. There are three solutions to the Kashmir conflict that have been suggested. 


The first is simply reinforcing the LOC (Line of Control) and keeping the status quo. Pakistan has consistently refused to accept to Line of Control and the border, since the Kashmir Valley, largely populated by Muslims, would remain a part of India. Strengthening the status quo also does not take into account those Kashmiris who have been fighting 1989 for independence for their state. Even if India doesn’t oppose this solution, Pakistan is in stark opposition. 


The second solution is Kashmir joining India. This solution would be unlikely to bring stability to the region because the Muslim inhabitants of Pakistan-administered Kashmir have never shown desire to become part of India. In 1947, the Maharajah of Kashmir, the portion agreed to the state becoming part of India. India and Pakistan then agreed to hold a plebiscite, a vote by which the people of a political unit determine an affiliation with another country. This was used to confirm which country Kashmir’s citizens wanted to join. If the plebiscite had actually been held and the majority had voted in favor of India, then Pakistan would have had to relinquish control of the Northern Areas and the narrow strip of Kashmir which it occupied militarily in 1947-1948. India and Pakistan have long since rejected the idea of holding a single plebiscite a means of determining of fate of the state of Kashmir. 


Another solution would be to make Kashmir an independent state. The problem with this solution is that it requires India and Pakistan to give up territory, which they are not willing to do. Any plebiscite or referendum likely to result in majority vote for independence would therefore probably be opposed by both India and Pakistan. In the 1960s, following discussions between India and Pakistan over Kashmir, a group of Kashmiris demanded that the entire state should become independent as it was prior to the Maharajah’s accession to India in 1947. The movement for independence of the entire state is mainly supported by Kashmiris who inhabit the more populous Kashmir Valley and they would like both Indian and Pakistan to return to their original boundaries. They base their claim on the facts that the state was formerly an independent princely state. It is geographically larger that at least 68 countries of the United Nations, and is more populous than 90. This movement is not supported by India or Pakistan, both of whom would lose territory. Furthermore, due to Kashmir’s regional instability, the international community would not support an independent Kashmir.  


There are numerous benefits to solving this problem; one of the most important is reducing the nuclear threat between India and Pakistan, since both have become nuclear powers in the last decade. Another important benefit is increasing the focus on solving the problem of the Taliban and returning to the unfinished work of ridding the Middle East of terrorist groups. The last important benefit is to reach the end of a century long rivalry between two militant countries. The UIF is interested in supporting a solution and hope the two parties can reach a mutually beneficial solution. 


The outcome of the conflict in Kashmir can indirectly affect Afghanistan and the United Front in major ways.  Depending on the result, India could drop its aid to Afghanistan, no longer having the need to support the UIF’s Taliban resistance.  Or, if Kashmir succeeds in becoming an independent nation under the Taliban regime, it would increase the resources and power available to the Taliban, which would pose a larger threat to the United Front.     

The five issues that the United Islamic Front would like to address at the conference are as follows:

1. To gain UIF representation in the Afghan government.

2. To address the access to schools and healthcare for the Afghan people.

3. To create economic stability through establishment of a secure infrastructure and innovations leading to increased income for the Afghan government and people.

4. To find a diplomatic way to diminish the role of the Taliban in Afghanistan and to stabilize the conflict between the ethnic minorities and majorities of Afghanistan (The United Front’s primarily Tajik, Uzbek, and Hazara peoples, and Afghanistan’s Pashtun majority).

5. To find an effective government solution to the conflict caused by internal and external extremist groups. 
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