Tufts EPIIC Symposium
Politics and Conflict in South Asia
April 2010

 The Dover-Sherborn High School Delegation

Representing the United States of America 
Including: Alexandra Mountford, Eliza Weintraub, 

Andrew Ahn, Scott Guthrie, Harry Stone, Allen Liu, and Jared Wax
The United States of America

The United States of America is complex and diverse. With many different views on world affairs, the United States hope to ensure self-sufficiency in the Middle East as we start to remain neutral in affairs that do not affect us. After the 9/11 incident, we intervened to help insure national security for everyone, and while we still hope to ensure the safety of other countries and ourselves, we also are trying to minimize U.S. interference on matters that do not relate to us. We are also hopeful that the Middle East crisis can be solved in the near future. Plus, we would like to extend a hand of friendship to everyone, and help you work things out, but we will not overly control what you are doing.  

Main Points:
1. Global Warming

2. Extremists 

3. Pakistan is a full partner in the war on terror. 

4. Pakistan receives the highest amount of donations from the U.S. 

5. The U.S. is mediating. 

6. The dependence on the U.S. for oil from the Middle East. 

7. National Security. 
History of the United States:

The original people of North America were the Native American; however, explorers from other lands eventually came to find new places. The most famous of these explorers was Christopher Columbus. On October 12, 1492, Columbus found a new land; although, at the time, he thought he was going to India. This famous landing soon opened up the new land for colonization. The strongest European countries sent people who soon colonized most of the East coast of what is today the Untied States. Spain, France, and England were all main players in the race to colonization, and they soon established lasting colonies. 

Britain colonies soon became the largest and most important; however, the colonies felt overtaxed and tensions grew. Plus, the Seven Years War with France and the Great Proclamation, which banned further western expansion, caused more dissension. Colonists were angry that the British government had told them not to expand to the west; however, what finally sent the colonists over the edge was the Stamp Act. The act said that legal documents, newspapers, and playing cards must be taxed and then stamped to be legal. In response, the colonists boycotted British goods and the British were forced to remove all taxes except those on tea. At the time, Boston was the center of the rebellion and since the British had not removed the tax on tea, the Boston Tea Party occurred. On December 16th, 1773, colonists dressed as Native Americans boarded Britain Trade ships and threw hundreds of chests of tea into the harbor. 


In the aftermath of the Boston Tea Party, the port in Boston was closed and the seat of government, previously in Boston, was moved to Salem. Plus, the charter of Massachusetts was changed to give the royal governor more power; however, this did not sit well with the Bostonians. Then, in a later act in the same year, the British government tried to make the French Catholics loyal to the British Crown. Taking matters into their own hands, the colonists formed a Continental Congress in 1774 to decide policy. The Congress denounced Britain interference in colonial affairs and asserted the right of the Colonial Congress to make laws and pass taxes as they saw fit. 

In 1775, Massachusetts was declared in a state of rebellion and British troops were given free reign to deal with it. The colonists made militias in response and fighting began on April 19th, 1775. In May of 1775, the Continental Congress met again and they agreed to raise a formal military with George Washington as its general. In reply, George III declared all of the American Colonies in a state of rebellion that August. At the same time, the Royal Governors lost all power and the people demanded a government without any royal interference. Richard Henry Lee of Virginia presented Congress with the solution of declaring the independence of the colonies. On July 4th, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed. 


Though at first England seemed to have many advantages, they were handicapped by the distance between communications. Washington was originally forced to retreat but then won the battles at Trenton and Princeton in 1776 and 1777 respectively. Eventually, the American victory at Saratoga convinced the French that the Americans might win. Traditional enemies with England, the French declared war against the British in 1778. Spain joined in 1779 and the Dutch in 1780, all on the side of America, but they tied down the British forces in Europe. In 1781, the British suffered a large defeat in Yorktown by the French and Americans. The defeat ended all hope for the British in the war but the war continued for two more years. 


In September of 1783, the Treaty of Paris ended the American Revolution. The Americans had drawn up the Articles of Confederation in 1777 but this proved unsatisfactory. In 1787, each state sent delegations to Philadelphia to create a new government. Between May and September of 1787 the delegates wrote a new constitution. The first official Congress met in 1789 and George Washington became the first President. In 1791, ten amendments were added, as the Bill of Rights, to satisfy all of the states. Afterwards, the population of the newly created United States grew rapidly and as the population grew, the size of the country grew as well. 


In 1804, Lewis and Clark set out to explore the now northwestern half of the United States. They returned in 1806. The American economy also grew from the cotton in the south to industrialization; however, slavery tore the newly founded nation apart. The north was free and the south had slaves. After a long time and many battles, slavery was abolished in the 13th amendment. During all of that, the Mississippi purchase from France in 1803 occurred. Eventually, the United States of America grew to its present day size though war, exploration, and purchase. At the same time, the government grew larger as more branches were added to keep up with the growing population and modern times. Since George Washington, 44 presidents have help office including our current President, Obama.  
Alexandra Mountford
Governance
            Ever since the writing of the Constitution in 1787, the U.S. government has been a democratic government. There are three main branches in the government; the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. Heading the Executive Branch is the President of the United States. He/She is also Commander-in-Chief of all the U.S. armed forces and he/she acts as the head of state in diplomatic relations. As president, he/she is responsible for executing and enforcing laws written by Congress and for appointing the heads of the federal agencies, including the Cabinet. The Vice President is the other part of the Executive Branch, and assumes the presidency, should the need arise. The Legislative Branch consists of House of Representatives and the Senate House, both of which have the power to make laws together. A law first passes through the House of Representatives as a bill, if passed, it goes through the Senate to be approved . If a majority of both Houses pass the bill, the President may sign or veto it. If 2/3 of both Houses want the bill to go through, they can override the Presidents veto. The Judicial Branch consists of the federal judicial system and it uses the legislation to decide what is constitutional or not. At the head of the Judicial Branch is the Supreme Court of the United States. Below the Supreme Court are several lesser courts. 

            In the United States of America, the President is chosen through the voting of the people. Anyone who is a U.S citizen and 18 years of age may vote. People are not required to vote, but it is recommended and is their duty as a citizen, if they want a say in who will run the country. To participate in the government of the United States, someone has to have been a citizen of the U.S for a certain number of years. To be a Representative, someone has to be 25 years old, have been a citizen for 7 years, and must be an inhabitant of the state in which he/she is chosen. To be a Senator, someone must be 30 years old, have been a citizen for at least 9 years, and must live in the state where he/she is elected. To become President someone has to be 35 years old, must be a natural born citizen of the U.S, and must have been a resident within the U.S for at least 14 year before being elected. While there are no official limits to become the Supreme Judge, the judge is chosen by the President in office at the time of the previous judge’s death or retirement. 
 Anyone who is running for office must also be part of a political party or run as an independent. Many parties take part in the governance of the United States. The two major ones are the Democratic Party (DNC) and the Republican Party (RNC). The difference is that Republican ideals are mostly conservative while Democratic ideals are more liberal. There are many other third parties and the three biggest are: the Constitution Party, the Green Party, and the Libertarian party. Libertarians believe in total individual liberty and total economic freedom. The Constitution Party is pro-life, anti-gun control, anti-tax, anti-immigration, trade protectionist, anti-United Nation, anti-gay rights, anti-welfare, and pro-school prayer; this party has very firm beliefs. The Green Party is a leftist party, a party that wants more radical changes in the government.

            The United States has a large variety of ethnic groups. Including, "Alaska Natives/Native Americans, Africans, African Americans, Asians, Hispanics, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Irish, Scots-Irish, Scottish, French, French Canadian, Cajun, Dutch, German, Pennsylvania German, Scandinavian, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Icelandic, Finnish, Italian, Greek, Hungarian, Polish, Russian, Czech, Ukrainian, Arab, and Lebanese."
 There are also many religions practiced in the United States. Three types of religion have more than one percent of the population practicing them. That part of the list includes: Christianity with 76.5%, Nonreligious/Secular with 13.2%, and Judaism with 1.3%. The other 17 in the top 20 most practiced religions in the U.S. range from 0.5% to 0.01%. The rest of the list, in order, includes, Islam, Buddhism, Agnostic, Atheist, Hinduism, Unitarian Universalist, Wiccan/Pagan/Druid, Spiritualist, Native American Religion, Baha'i, New Age, Sikhism, Scientology, Humanist, Deity (Deist), Taoist, and Eckankar.
 All people who are able to vote are allowed a say in the government regardless of ethnicity or religion. This fact is backed up by Amendment I, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."
 Luckily, the United States is ranked number 19 in the Transparency International's Index. The Index considers the U.S. to be a 7.5 on a scale from 0 = very corrupt to a 10 = low levels of corruption. So overall, the U.S is considered mostly free of corruption meaning that laws are followed and not disregarded.
 
            All current and past military relationships with the United States are based on four key points. "The civil-military relationship, and specifically the interaction between civilian leadership and uniformed military leaders, relies on the attitudes and actions of both civilians and the military. Although recently there has been tension in the relationship between civilian leadership and the uniformed (and retired) military, there is currently no crisis in the civil control aspects of the civil-military relationship. Many options are available to uniformed military leaders to express dissent other that resigning in protest - although these options are rarely discussed in open foray. With an impending change in administration, care should be taken by the arriving civilian and incumbent military leaders to nurture the civil-military leadership."
 The civil-military relationship has been challenging since the 9/11 incident, when terrorists infiltrated the United States and crashed two planes into the World Trade Towers. This act prompted the U.S. into a war with the perpetrators and, consequently, the terrorists in their area.
            Despite the war, and resulting tensions, the civil-military relationship has been decent since the Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986. "The act was passed partly to reestablish a clear chain of command."
 Plus, "A long history of distrust and recent history make it even harder to maintain the requisite bonds of trust and partnership."
 As the article 
 says, the president needs to work closely with the military and Congress to make a defense agenda that both agree on or at least accept. If done, this will create a good civil-military relationship. At the moment there is some civil-military dissent because of clashes during the time before the war in Iraq. "Currently there is a lack of consensus on what the threats, opportunities, and appropriate missions are for the military. This is partly due to an unprecedented degree of challenge with two ongoing wars, major shifts in power, nuclear weapons, global warming, growing debt, and soaring defense cost."
 Even though it remains civil, the civil-military relation is not as good as in the past due to the stress in the military and Congress to fix the above situations. Plus, even though military and civilian jobs are very different, the civilians support the military probably because of the lessons of Vietnam and this makes it hard for Congress to work without the military while deciding a course of action.
 
            There are many departments in the United States government. One such department is the U.S. Department of State. The department is involved in advancing freedom and helping to build a more secure world. It is also a large part of international diplomacy. The main player in world affairs is the Secretary of State. He/She is followed by the Deputy Secretary, the Deputy Secretary for Management and Resources, the Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance, and the Counselor of the Department. These are the five main players are underneath them are many bureaus, offices, under secretaries, and others who help to run the department. The current Secretary of State is Hillary Clinton. Underneath Clinton is the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, headed by Assistant Secretary Jeffrey Feltman. Feltman deals with U.S. foreign policy and U.S. diplomatic relations in the Middle East and North African countries. Right now, they are dealing with: Iraq, Middle East peace, terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, and political and economic reform.
 
            The NSA/CSS deals with national security. The National Security Agency (NSA) / the Central Security Service (CSS) are actually different names for the same group. Their core missions are to protect the national security systems and to produce foreign intelligence. NSA/CSS deals, partially, in collecting information in 'clandestine' means to support national missions. They also act as the National Manager for National Security Systems. Plus, they are responsible for achieving global network dominance and getting an information advantage for the nation. Parts of the NSA/CSS include: Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA), National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), National Security Agency (NSA), Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI), and Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI). 

            As information gatherers, NSA/CSS is involved in the gathering of information about Middle Eastern Affairs and possible threats. As one of their subunits, the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) is also involved. The Director of the CIA deals with collecting information from human sources, evaluating that data, and providing overall direction for and coordination of the collection of national intelligence outside the U.S. through human sources. The CIA itself deals mostly with human sources and other appropriate means. It works mostly as a separate agency and has created centers to address high-priority issues including counterterrorism; thus they have played a large part in the post-Cold War World.
 
Harry Stone

Security:
I represent the United States on its committee for the security of our country and the region. The countries of India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan are a few of the main countries on the agenda right now for the U.S. government when it comes to security. As many a citizen watched glued to their television sets already nine years ago, as the two world trade centers tumbled to the ground after being struck by airplanes. Within a couple of weeks U.S. rangers were stalking the grounds of Afghanistan while U.S. fighters and bombers patrolled the skies (Operation Enduring). Since then the single longest engagement has for the U.S. military has happened in the rough terrain of Afghanistan, outlasting both World War One and World War Two together. Right now as the number of troops in Iraq drops for the first time to below 100,000 since 2003 the number of troops has gone up in Afghanistan (Iraq: Number). Just this past month the United Stated launched its greatest offensive, for the whole war, in Marjah, Helmand Province (McGirk, Tim). This shows that the countries of South Asia are very important for the security of the United States. India alone has around one sixth the population of the whole world and is an emerging military presence. With this the country of Sri Lanka just finished a 26 year civil war while Pakistan continues to grow more into total war. 

Similarly to the intricate system of checks and balances that controls other parts of the United States government, many people also limit the security forces of this country. The president of the United States is the commander in chief by of the country, however in order to declare war the president has to ask congress to vote on the declaration to go to war (Structure). To protect the country externally there are two main systems the military, consisting of the Air Force, Army, Navy as well as Marines and Coast Guard, and the CIA, which is basically our intelligence and “spy” service (Structure). In Afghanistan though the United States works with other countries like Canada and the United Kingdom, in its powerful coalition of NATO, North American Treaty Organization, to help with some military needs (Welcome). If there is a problem internally it is controlled by the National Guard, varying state-by-state, and local police forces. Unlike other countries, like Pakistan with the excessive amount of power by the military, the United States is a pure democracy with a separation of state and army (Structure).
As much as our focus being on Afghanistan, Pakistan and India should be both very important in our foreign policy. Both have nuclear weapons, 2 of only 9 nine countries to have some, and they have tens of thousands of troops lined up across their shared border. Pakistan, the probable hideout for Osama bin Laden with his Al Qaeda followers, has been in turmoil lately, and therefore has been the staging groung of Osama and also the Taliban (Meek, James G). With the option of the United States military going into Pakistan to try and deal directly with Al Qaeda, as there is some drone attacks, not really feasible it is important hat we work more actively with Pakistan and India to somehow resolve the Kashmir problem. This would free up most of the troops that are currently engaged to fight the more pressing internal matter of insurgents in the west. Because the United States going into Pakistan is not a possibility it is important that the CIA works with the Pakistani military and provides support (Meek, James G). 

With the border wide-open man militants are fleeing Afghanistan to go where? Kashmir, further complicating the problem and giving them experience in fighting a western army and a respite from the might of our security forces. With the increase of radical Muslim resistance and the increase of troops the region is continuously growing worse. Although it may look that Kashmir does not influence Afghanistan but it makes a tense region even tauter, maybe driving it to its tipping point. Pakistan and India have fought over this in the past (Timeline). Finally just a year ago there was attack by Pakistan militants in Mumbai including attacks on the Taj Mahal Hotel among other landmarks in the city. This means that although they were attacking the Indians over their “occupation” of Kashmir, but were also aimed at more western targets (Bajoria, Jayshree). During the attack United States citizens were involved in the hotels and this is unacceptable. I propose sending a multinational group to help further understand and prevent this from happening again. Although this is unacceptable for American citizens to be challenged abroad we feel it is in the best interests for the security of the country that we remain impartial as it is already hard enough trying to be allies of both Pakistan and India. 

The United States has several goals when it comes to security in the region of South Asia. First the nuclear armaments of the two main players in the region, Pakistan and India could be a problem. Although in 2005 we did sign a treaty with India in which we would actually “help” them make nuclear weapons, we find the existence of weapons in the south Asia region a destabilizer, having India’s nuclear weapons closer to us where we can see them is good and brings the two countries together (Bedi, Rahul). Parts of the government are scared, as the situation in Pakistan grows more troublesome, their nuclear weapons might fall into Islamic extremist or other terrorist organization’s hands. With this no crime should go unpunished and to this we stand against Al Qaeda and the Taliban. Finally during their reign the growth of poppy in Afghanistan was almost completely eradicated, but now that the Taliban are not cracking the whip, the Taliban, themselves, are even cultivating the poppy fields making Afghanistan the largest exporter of heroin (Afghanistan Opium). The United States thinks this issue is a big problem to the security of the new Afghan government and the international coalition as it gives insurgents more money and complicates the region. In the issues of Kashmir, Al Qaeda and the Mumbai attacks the United States is looking for ways to somehow bring peace to a troubled region.

Andrew Ahn
Economic Challenges 
The United States economy is unlike any other. With a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at $14.2 trillion dollars and a GDP Per Capita $46,422, the United States has created a successful domestic economy. In addition to this, the United States has managed to form numerous international trade partnerships, and as a result, the United States has constructed a quarter of the world’s economy. The influence and stability the United States economy has produced, makes it the largest and strongest economy in the world (CIA). 
After the Civil War, America laid the foundations for the successful economy it has today. Raw resources that were abundant and valuable were found such as oil, iron and coal. These resources have enabled Americans to produce new goods such as steel, automobiles and airplanes. When these goods developed, mass production was needed, so the assembly line was created. Assembly lines produced mass quantities of goods, at a cheap cost, and people such as Henry Ford could create tycoons out of their business. As industries developed, more tycoons developed, and America’s economy formed a solid base. The only down side to this economy, was that business was not done in an efficient manner.    

Recently, new technologies such as the cell phone and computer have helped the United States economy, because these devices make trading and communicating faster. Because communication is faster, business can be done in a more orderly and efficient manner. In addition to this, software companies, such as Microsoft, have created technology that helps companies get organized. Now business can be accomplished in a faster and more efficient manner. The innovations that America has created, has shaped its own economy. 

In addition to innovations, the United States economy has been affected by foreign governments too. The fall of communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, growing Asian and European economies have all benefited the United States. These foreign influences have opened new trading opportunities for the United States. There are many factors that influence the United States economy (The Board of Trustees of Leland Stanford Junior University).  
The United States economy develops from the production of the privately owned corporations. Creating more companies and helping companies sell products and services, allows money to be produced. When there is more money flowing throughout the country, the economy flourishes. The approach that the government is taking to develop the economy is using the current stimulus package. President Obama also creates spending programs that create work for more people. When people get more jobs, the economy prospers. 
The type of economy that the United States operates is a market oriented economy. Unlike most countries, the United States relies on capitalism. Through this system, citizens are allowed to trade through privately owned corporations. As a result, the United States economy is flexible and it allows new innovations to flow freely. Even though most economic activity is done through privately owned corporations, United States citizens rely on the protection of the federal government in areas such as education and environment. 
The education that America has to offer is one of the best in the world. Currently there are approximately 5.0 million children enrolled in nursery school. 4.2 million children are in kindergarten.  33.7 million, in elementary school, 16.4 million in high school, 14.4 million in college (undergraduate), and 3.1 million are in graduate school. At least 85% of all Americans have completed some form of high school education. If a person is a high school dropout he/she is expected to make $22,400. If a person receives both a high school and college education, he/she is expected to make around $50,000. Overall, more people are granted an education, and thus Americans earn an above average salaries (US Census Bureau). 
Although the United States has a fairly strong economy, it has had its ups and downs. During the early 1900’s, a failure of banks and a short supply of money led to the Great Depression. This was a widespread event that caused the American economy to suffer for many years. When recovering, the United States was forced to make new policies to prevent this crisis to repeat itself. Such policies include: banks have to sell bonds to the Federal Reserve when their vaults are emptied and the Federal Reserve must provide liquidity. The Great Depression helped America set its priorities straight. 

Right now, the United States economy is recovering from a recession. This recession was created because of the Bush administration. During the Bush administration, the government wanted to encourage people to buy homes; however, they did not do a good job of screening people, when handing out mortgages. As a result, people who were not qualified received mortgages. When the people had trouble paying their mortgages (because they did not have enough income), they were forced to sell their homes. This caused a downturn in the housing market. In addition, the financial investments (mortgage backed derivatives) the banks created based on those mortgages lost value. This caused many of those banks to file for bankruptcy. Companies that invested in these banks lost so much money, that they had to file for bankruptcy too, such as AIG. AIG owned many of those mortgage investments, and as a result, it filed for bankruptcy. With people losing their homes, banks tightening their credit and companies filing for bankruptcy, the economy is not as strong as it used to be. When the GNP (Gross National Product) goes down for two quarters (three months each) the economists speculated that the country is going through a recession.
Because of this recession, there are not that many jobs. Unemployment rates have been rising. In October 2009, the US reached its highest unemployment rate since 1982. 10.10% of all Americans did not have a job. In recent months, President Obama’s stimulus package helped to reduce and slow the unemployment rate; however the unemployment rate is still relatively high, at 9.7% (Trading Economics). Unemployment affects multiple areas of people’s lives. Fewer jobs create less spending money for people who do not have jobs. People who have jobs tighten up their wallet, because they fear losing their jobs. When people do not spend as much, companies do not get as many consumers, and those companies have to cut back. As a result, these companies create a cycle of fewer jobs and less economic activity. In order to get out of a downturn like this, money has to be pumped into the economy in order to create new/ more jobs. The types of jobs currently available range from being a plumber to a hedge fund manager. In the United States, there is a lot of freedom, so there is an unlimited amount of job types (Parks).
The United States current policy is to stimulate the economy by providing middle class tax payers with tax credits. The tax credits will encourage people to buy things. For instance, recently people have received tax credits to buy new homes and cars. A specific program inside this was Clash for Clunkers. This policy is geared towards the middle class, because President Obama wants to help the middle class. The middle class feels the affects of the recession, the most, and the middle class represent the largest amount of taxpayers (over 60%). All of these programs, in this policy, are provided by the trade of treasury bonds and taxes. Thus, the role of remittances in the US economy is to fund the financial budget of the government. The financial budget provides entitlement programs (medi-care and social security), military and education. Without an effective tax collection the government will suffer a shortfall in its revenues, and the government budget will go further in debt. In the end, the current policy of the government is to allow the economy to recover.

Despite this economic downturn, the United States still remains at the center of most international trade. Before the Great Depression and World War II, the United States relied solely on a domestic economy. After these events, the United States opened its trading barriers to not only benefit its own economy, but to keep peaceful relations with foreign countries. Some of the major countries that the United States has trading relations with are: Canada, China, Japan, Mexico, UK, Korea and India (The Board of Trustees of Leland Stanford Junior University). The major importer of American goods is Canada. In addition to these relations, the United States is one of 154 members in the World Trade Organization (WTO). The WTO helps to regulate goods and services, protects against global economic crises and contributes to stability of each member’s economy. More specifically, it promotes free trade among countries, because it wants countries to be able to buy and sell goods with other countries, without the interference of tariffs. WTO also creates patent laws that prevent people from selling counterfeit goods. Another group that the United States is a part of is the FTA or Free Trading Agreements with 17 additional countries. Like the WTO, the FTA sets certain guidelines for countries to abide by (World Trade Organization).    
America is also active in its international community, because it provides a lot of developmental assistance. Developmental assistance is given to countries that are important to certain areas. The United States provides developmental assistance because it is humanitarian, and it allows the country, receiving donations, to develop a strong economy. With a strong economy, these countries can avoid terrorism. An example of developmental assistance is Haiti. The government provided military personnel that provided protection and infrastructure logistics, healthcare workers that provided medication and surgery, and money to rebuild the cities and obtain food and water.  In addition to the government providing relief, private citizens provide their own donations. President Clinton and President Bush joined their causes to raise awareness and money for Haiti. Another example of developmental assistance is Pakistan. Pakistan receives the most amount of aid, $600 million, than any other country. The US wants to donate that much money to Pakistan, because it wants to remain allies with it. Without that strong alliance, the Middle East would be hard to control, because of the terrorism. 
Eliza Weintraub
Resources:
The United States is one of the top countries when it comes to utilizing and consuming resources. In the United States, 450 billion gallons of water are withdrawn per day from ground and surface waters, an average of 75 to 80 gallons of water per person each day. Of those 450 billion gallons, only 100 billion gallons are actually consumed. 
The remaining 350 billion gallons are withdrawn for non-consumptive, industrial and agricultural uses. Agriculture is the largest consumer of water in the United States due to irrigation. It takes over 1 million gallons of water a year to irrigate one acre of farmland in arid conditions. Most of the water used by irrigation re-enters the hydrologic cycle through evapotranspiration. Although it has only 28% of the U.S. population, the arid West accounts for 80% of the average water consumed daily due to extensive irrigation. Most Americans obtain their water from underground reservoirs or aquifers- the water then goes to more than 54,000 public water systems. An estimated 100 million Americans rely on groundwater from individual wells for their source of drinking water. Clean water is available to all regions of the United States because of public clean water systems and underground reservoirs. 


Energy plays a vital role in the national security and economic output of the United States, which spends over 500 billion dollars annually on energy. Fossil Fuels are the most widely used energy sources in the United States, providing more than 85% of all the energy in the nation. Coal is used to generate more than half of the electricity in the U.S. One quarter of the world’s coal reserves are found within the United States, and the energy content of the nation’s coal resources exceed that of the entire world’s known recoverable oil. Coal is the workhouse of the nation’s electric power industry. Oil supplies more than 40% of total energy demands in the U.S. and 99% of the fuel used in cars and trucks. The United States receives most of its oil from the Middle East, due to the fact that remaining U.S. oil fields are becoming increasingly costly to produce. For every barrel of oil that flows from U.S. fields, nearly two barrels remain in the ground. Alternative forms of power are being used in the United States as well. Solar Power and Wind Power are two popular forms of alternative energy, harnessing the sun’s rays and the wind’s energy, respectively. 


Climate change is becoming an increasingly serious problem in the United States. Changes in land surface have important effects on the U.S. climate. Global temperature has increased more than 2 degrees Fahrenheit over the past fifty years and is projected to rise more in the future. Precipitation has increased an average of about 5% over the past fifty years. Projections of future precipitation indicate that northern areas will become wetter, and southern areas, particularly in the West, will become drier. Many types of extreme weather events, such as heat waves and regional droughts, have become more frequent and intense during the past forty to fifty years. The sea level has risen along most of the U.S. coast over the past fifty years, and will rise more in the future. Cold-season storm tracks are shifting northward and the strongest storms are likely to become stronger and more frequent. The climate change is affecting water, energy, transportation, agriculture, ecosystems, and health, as well as crop and livestock production will be challenged. (Increased heat, pests, water stress, and diseases) The Office of Policy and International Affairs serves as a focal point within the U.S. Department of Energy for development, coordination, and implementation of climate change technical problems, policies, and initiatives. The U.S. Climate Change Technology Program’s purpose is to accelerate development and deployment of technologies that reduce, avoid, or capture and store greenhouse gas emissions. 


The United States relies on agro exports to fuel the economy. U.S. agro exports now total a record $54 billion in sales; help offset the nation’s chronic trade deficit. USDA Secretary Dan Glickman observed that “American agriculture is currently twice as reliant on international markets as the U.S. economy as a whole.”  The United States is the world’s leading exporter of grains, and is laying plans to boost agricultural exports and import demand among the world’s low-income countries and large emerging markets. Despite U.S. pledges to provide food during emergencies, the U.S. government’s four-million-ton Food Security Commodity Reserve will have little stabilizing effect in a world market that (annually) consumes 910 million tons of food grains. Food aid and credit programs are becoming more expensive to operate as the U.S. government will need to purchase grains directly from the commercial market. 


79% of Americans are considered “urban”. 68.3% of these live in an urbanized area. 39% live in a central place, and 29.4% do not live in a central place. 21% of Americans live in rural areas. 1.5% live in places of 2,500 or more, 1.8% live in places of 1,000 to 2,499, 1.4% live in places of less than 1,000, and 16.4% do not live in a “place”. For the United States, population versus supply of resources is becoming an increasingly serious problem. 

Jared Wax
Rights and Responsibilities:

The United States of America, despite being one of the wealthiest nations on earth, still has a staggering poverty rate of around 15%. This means that out of every one hundred people, fifteen of them are going hungry. Out of those one hundred, 10%, or ten people, are also unemployed. To fix this, America, has been trying many tactics. With a global recession, jobs are low all over the world, however, many argue that America is leading the recession. Barack Obama, the president of the United States of America, has introduced a stimulus plan that some say has worked but needs time to take effect. Others argue that the stimulus plan did not work and will only put the US further in debt. Poverty is not receiving any special attention from the Government besides the usual food stamps and welfare. In addition to this, there are privately owned soup kitchens that hand out food for free. These can be run by individuals but are often run by religious organizations such as churches.


The United States of America has an exceptional attitude towards human rights. The DRL enforces human rights laws, and of course the United States follows the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This document states that no human should be looked down due to ethnicity, religion, gender, height, political views, and other defining features. The United States of America takes these laws extremely seriously, and violating them can mean a hefty jail sentence and/or fine.


In addition to human rights, the United States of America has equal rights for women. The exception for this is that women cannot serve in the armed forces for the most part. Although women are limited in this small way, America has very open social and economic laws. Being a capitalist country, most of the goods produced are made by non government organizations. This allows entrepreneurs to have a very free economy, where as in a communist or similar government there would be less economic freedom. The Bill of Rights also grants the freedom of assembly; this is a large social freedom that many countries do not offer.


Education is very valued in the United States of America. Although it does not have the highest literacy rate in the world, 99% of citizens over the age of fifteen can read and write. Education is valued highly; and, in most cases, dropping out is highly discouraged. Students from a young age are reminded that without an education, you could easily be stuck at a low paying job your entire life. In addition to this, the Government and banks offer many opportunities for loans so that kids can go to college even if they aren't from the wealthiest of families.


The United States of America has always had free press, and, hopefully, always will. The core of the United States was founded on values such as freedom of press. You can promote anything in the press, from government flaws, to sports, to economics, even random opinions of the writers. There are a few restrictions – press cannot publicly release something opinionated having to do with hate and other things in that realm.


In the United States of America, there is no restriction on what the public can say about the government. Under the first amendment, right to free speech, one is allowed to speak their mind about the government. This benefits everyone because the government is directed by the people, and since the people make the decisions most are satisfied. For those who aren't, the government does not attempt to put down these groups. Indigenous people such as Native Americans have just as much voice as anyone else.


Health care is an issue that is being heavily debated right now in America. The real issue is that healthcare is not affordable. It is available. In the current recession, however, many cannot pay for it. Barack Obama is advocating for a semi-socialist approach to healthcare, referred to many as “Obamacare.” Democrats, for the most part, support this change, where as republicans, for the most part, oppose it. Many believe that it will weaken the economy even further. There are two main problems with health care currently. First, there is nothing being done in the government about it because the republicans and democrats are at a stand still. Second, most supporters or protesters do not know everything about it. Most simply agree with what their party says and believe everything they hear from anyone. 

Allen Liu
Religion and Identity:
We come to represent the United States and its religion and identity.  As members of the U.S., we stand strong by our main religion, Christianity.  Our religious views of the countries of South Asia play a big part in how we look at them.  We stand together as a group with the same religion and same cause, so we thereby have our own organizational identity.  We believe that religion is crucial not only in our own country but in countries of South Asia and the Middle East.  It is because of religion that many of theses territories have been in conflict with each other, and our job is to find out how.  

The religion of Christianity defines us Americans.  It is what most of us follow and for some, it is a way of life.  We believe strongly in God; He dictates what happens in our daily lives.  As a result, all we have to do is follow Him, and will carry us the rest of the way.  God impacts many of the decisions we make and is a big factor in the life of a typical American.

While religion in the U.S. guides Americans to live a life in order to have a peaceful happy life, Islamic extremist religions do just the opposite.  Religious extremism in the Middle East is a prevalent problem because more times than not, terrorists are encouraged by their religion to perform acts of terrorism.  Since they are promised a satisfying afterlife if they fight for a “good” cause, many of these terrorists are brainwashed by their religion.  They are not scared of death and will even kill themselves to do what they think is right, as evident with suicide bombers.  Religious extremism is a huge problem because of the mental mindset it creates in the Islamic jihadists.  

The role of religion, as a whole, for South Asian countries is to be a catalyst towards violent actions.  Religion is what creates feelings of change in the country.  Many of the countries in that area have only recently gained their independence, so they’re still quite young.  Their religion tells them what to do, and many of them resort to violence because of how the Islamic extremist religion works.  They push for radical change and do what they can to take out powers such as the mighty United States.  It is the religious views that advocate change and create strong feelings of terrorism.

On the other hand, the United States of America has really come together as a whole and we have realized our organizational identity.  As a country, our identity, or figure that we carry on the global scale, is a dominating global force.  We try to take a lot of worldly matters into our own hands because we have the tools and resources to solve problems.  We, the USA, are a global powerhouse who will often intervene to solve conflicts, which generally happen in South Asian area of the globe.  Such issues include the fighting in Kashmir with India and Pakistan, the war against terrorism, and the frequent attacks of the Taliban forces.  That is our identity; it is the responsibility of us Americans to take all these issues into our hands.  This is exactly what we mean when we say that we have an organizational identity; we “organize” corrupt parts of the world.

In the United States, it is clear that religion and identity are key components of who we are.  We carry the responsibility of organizing problems in other countries.  As the supporting force of the world, we have a big load on our shoulders.

Scott Guthrie
Kashmir:
We are representatives from the United States of America delegation involved in the debate over the highly disputed region between Northern India and Eastern Pakistan, known as Kashmir. Over a long period of time, Kashmir has been a land of great violence, chaos, and bloodshed. This chaos and violence has to do greatly with the land dispute between Muslims from Pakistan and Hindus in India. Overall, this dispute has seemed to have gone on long enough. Too many innocent lives have been lost and the situation only seems to be getting worse.                         
As we take into account the best interest of both Pakistan and India, we as delegates feel that it would be best if the dispute be settled without violence and be handled peacefully. Overall, the best way for the Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan be resolved is peacefully and a compromise must be carried out that will give each country an equal share of land.
        There are many key factors that come into play when considering the future Kashmir. First, the fact that must be considered here is that Kashmir is a very sensitive subject between these two nations. Ever since the dispute began during the 1950’s, a series of wars have been fought off and on within Kashmir. The United States has always been reluctant to get involved with these disputes but now has come a time when the bloodshed must stop. Religion is a massive key factor in how this must be resolved. Both India and Pakistan are extremely religious countries, but both have a dispute between the Muslim community in Pakistan and the predominantly Hindu community in India. Though we as the United States want to have a peaceful agreement, we recognize that Kashmir’s religious disputes may be nearly impossible to resolve. Each country backs up its religion so much that any other religion is deemed lesser. This is the case with Kashmir. Both the Muslims and the Hindus cannot get passed the realization that they are 
both humans and that just because they believe different things, doesn’t mean they cannot live together peacefully. Religion overall is the main factor in resolving this dispute peacefully. People need to get passed their differences and realize everybody is human. We must take into account the cultures that would be affected from a peaceful compromise.
        The United States has not officially been involved in this everlasting dispute. We have never sent troops into Kashmir nor have we taken much action. What the government has done is we have been more of a mediator. As a mediator our involvement has been to try and help each country resolve their issues. Today with the war on terrorism as a major issue with the United States, we have tried to compromise with Pakistan that if they stop supporting the terrorists and begin to support the US, then we will help them achieve peace and security within Kashmir. Terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda and the Taliban have made great efforts to transform Kashmir into a 100% Muslim region. As these groups are enemies to the US, we have no choice but to oppose these ideas, and come to grips with the fact that Pakistan’s Muslim ways are exactly what we as the US are trying to fight against in our own wars on terror. So to get involved at this time in Kashmir may risk offending certain ethnic and religious groups. It would be 
a very tricky situation for the US to get directly involved and try to form a peace agreement.
        Since the United States wants to form a successful peace agreement, we have tried to form alliances that are favorable to both nations. In India, the United States was offered bases that would be available to them once they began the war on terror and the invasion of Afghanistan. Once the US agreed to this acquisition, India’s hope was that the US would be more inclined to help them gain ground within Kashmir. This alliance with the US helped India become greater allies with the US and because of this the US seemed to have become better allies with India than with Pakistan. Within Pakistan, during the 1990’s US President Bill Clinton and Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, agree that it is best that “Concrete steps will be taken, in order to regain the line of control”. Overall, we as the United States have formed alliances with both India and Pakistan in order to resolve the issue peacefully.
        If the US were to solve the issues going on within Kashmir, it would have a major impact on the security and stability of South Asia. As Pakistan and India are two of the largest countries within South Asia, it would have a major affect on stability. Once there is peace between the two nations, it may affect the war on terrorism because Pakistan right is more focused on the Kashmir issue than ridding its country of terrorists. If the issue is resolved, then terrorism will become a primary objective for Pakistan. With the war on terrorism as a thing of the past the stability and security of south Asia will much improved. 
        Because Kashmir is such a disputed territory it may cause someone to wonder what about it makes it so popular. The resources that reside in Kashmir are beneficial to both India and Pakistan. Resources such as zinc, limestone, copper, marble, and iron are all plentiful resources within Kashmir. Which ever country has primary control over these resources, will have a significant leg up in superiority
        Overall the only way to successfully resolve the Kashmir conflict is peacefully. The violence and bloodshed has gone on long enough and it seems to only be getting worse. We as the United States of America should lend a helping hand in resolving the conflict once and for all, not only for the benefits for Pakistan and India, but for the benefits of ourselves and all of South Asia. 
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