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The goal of the United States of America is to help to resolve tensions in South Asia. While also working to protect its own citizens. The United States is aware that many countries in South Asia view it negatively. Its actions during previous wars and its wrongly perceived Imperialistic aims have created the image of an ignorant behemoth operating without regard for the interests and well-being of other nations. For this reason, the United States will exercise extreme caution before acting in delicate and dangerous political and military situations. Military action will not be taken without careful consideration, nor will aid be provided without weighing the effects it will have. By considering the long-term consequences of the its policies and procedures, and by moving firmly but cautiously, the United States will, through diplomacy and assistance, ease pressure in South Asia.

· Governance

It is important for civil governments to control the military to have a stable government.  It may be easy for military to gain control of a government quickly, but they can lose that control and stability just as quickly without something else to have authority over it. 
· Security

The successful security system of the U.S. put the country in a position of leadership, to influence other nations for the better. Control produces strong opinions, and the United States are certainly not afraid to express these opinions when it comes to national issues, such as drug trafficking, nuclear warfare, and overall security.
· Economic Issues
The United States is an immense world power. Much of this clout is based on its economic influence, which in turn is derived from its prosperous economic situation. The United States is an enormous market and trading partner, as well as an important provider of goods and services to foreign countries. This economic power can be used both for and against foreign countries—through aid and through trade partnerships, or through tariffs and sanctions. This power must be wielded with great care, especially in delicate situations such as those in Southeast Asia. Economic measures can be used to stabilize or isolate the various countries of this region. A country like the United States must look out not only for its own interests in this and all regions, but must seek to do the most good possible for the people of the world.
· Rights and Responsibilities

The US is a free country which means that people’s rights are protected by written laws.  The government is a democracy and citizens get to vote for the president and who represents them.  People are equal and have equal rights that are also protected by laws.

· Religion and Identity

Because of the United State’s ignorance of Afghanistan following Soviet withdrawal, and because of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, there are many misunderstandings between the United States and South Asia. Only when these two regions try to understand each other and overcome their religious differences can progress be made.

· Kashmir

The escalation of violence in neighboring Afghanistan and across the Pakistani border has made the need for a compromise on Kashmir more important as well. We are here to simply mediate a peaceful deal that will make the best interests of the inhabitants the priority. With cooperation from both sides, we hope to bring an end to this heated dispute.
In 1492 Christopher Columbus sailed his three ships, Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria. Sailing for Spain, he was trying to find a route to India so that people did not have to go around Africa. Once he had “discovered” America, many other explorers from Europe came to see what they called the New World.  A map maker named the new land America after an Italian explorer, Amerigo Vespucci. Countries began exploring the new world.  Spain focused more on the area known today as South America while France focused more on Canada and Britain focused on the United States. For the first time, explorers discovered the Pacific Ocean and Florida. Mexico is taken over, New England and the Southern United States is explored. Magellan is the first person to sail around the world. 


People became very interested in this new world. They believed they could start a new life and thus, Europeans came over and began conquering and colonizing. There was Jamestown, Virginia that was the first permanent British settlement. After this more people came over on boats for all kinds of reasons. The pilgrims decided to leave England because they wanted religious freedom. The pilgrims boarded the ship The Mayflower, but before they could leave there were many delays. They had left so late that the winds made the boat sail north and even when they tried to go south it was impossible. Instead of heading towards Virginia the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock and started a new colony for Britain.


At first, Britain was not the only country settling and exploring the United States.  France was also in the region, but more towards the North. Britain set up thirteen colonies all along the eastern coast which proved to be a huge asset to the British. These thirteen colonies started to feel less British and more American, Britain left them alone to do what they wanted. There was a land dispute between the British and the French. Soon the British were sending troops over to America to fight in the French and Indian war. They won and France lost their land in North America to Britain. After this war, England had come into a huge debt form fighting a war across the Atlantic, and as a result, they started taxing and setting up new laws in the colonies to pay off this debt. The colonists objected and demanded they have representation in Parliament.


As the colonists became angrier with Britain they rejected these new taxes. They believed it was going against their rights as Englishmen to have these taxes and laws without a representative in Parliament. Some of the colonists were so outraged they boarded an English ship for the British East India company and dumped all the tea in the Boston Harbor. In response to this, Britain passed a new set of laws that became called the Intolerable acts. These new laws made the colonists’ lives view of Britain even worse. Then there was a meeting in Pennsylvania of the First Continental Congress in response to the Intolerable Acts. Each colony had sent representatives to this meeting and they decided to send an appeal to Britain. They also asked for another Continental Congress in case their appeal did not work. 


The Second Continental Congress met and chose a group of people to write a declaration of independence. Once they had done this, they brought the Declaration of Independence before congress to be approved. That day, July 4, 1776, Congress voted and adopted the Declaration of Independence. This began the American Revolution. 


The colonists were not as skilled as the British army, but they had help from other European countries. France supplied and eventually entered the war, helping the colonists a great deal. After many years of fighting the colonists won their independence and gained a lot of land from the British. The thirteen colonies became known as the United States of America and kept growing.


The next event that rocked the country was the American Civil War from 1861-1865. In this war, the after President Abraham Lincoln proposed the end of slavery, eleven southern slave states seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States. Some of the most bloody wars happened in these years which includes battles in Tennessee and most notably the Battle of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania. In the end, General Robert E. Lee surrendered to the Union, and the states were allowed to rejoin the union. 


The United States made its grand entrance as one of the world powers after the fall of Nazi Germany and the defeat of Japan after the second world war. The destruction the war caused was catastrophic to Europe and the metropolis cities of Japan. This left only the United States and Soviet Union as the only two  world powers, with both having differing government views. The alliance between the Soviets and Americans was strictly for the sake of defeating the Axis, and not because they were truly friendly nations. This led to a roughly forty five year nuclear standoff which included each country funding insurgents from Afghanistan to ward off the Soviets to the Vietnamese defeating the Americans. In the end, the Soviet economy collapsed over their spending for weapons, and the USSR split up into the countries that exist today.


Today, after Muslim extremists under the command of Osama Bin Laden crashed passenger jets into the World Trade Center and Pentagon, the U.S. finds itself in a war in Afghanistan against Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. The U.S. is also currently in a war in Iraq after the crimes of Saddham Hussein and his regime came to light. The United States has a rich, prideful history that includes triumph, as well as freedom. 
The United States is a democracy and 20th on the Transparency International’s Index. People vote on who they would like to represent them in the government. There are five political parties, the most known are the Democratic and Republican parties. There is also the Green, Constitution, and Libertarian political parties most commonly referred to as Independent. Candidates can run for whatever position they want in the government and represent their political party (U.S. Federal Government). People can change which political party they belong to if they agree with the beliefs of a different party.  People then decide and vote for whoever they want in the government. Citizens do not have to vote for a candidate in their political party.  There are many parts of the government people can run for, but not all these positions are decided on citizens’ votes (Today's CIA Central Intelligence Agency). 


There are three branches in the government, the executive, judicial, and legislative branches that keep a balance of power. These branches are important because they make sure there are checks and balances between each branch.  With this system not just one branch has all the power, but all three of them share the power. If one branch does something that another branch thinks is wrong they can change it (The NSA/CSS Mission - NSA/CSS). 


The executive branch enforces the laws. The president, vice-president, and cabinet members are all part of this branch. Today there is a Democratic President, Barack Obama, and his Vice-president Joe Biden. The president then selects fourteen members from his cabinet to advise him. Cabinet members are an example of people in the government who were not voted in by the people (U.S. Federal Government). 


The judicial branch decides how laws are applied and if these laws violate the constitution. The court system is part of this branch including the supreme court, which decides if laws are unconstitutional. These nine members, also appointed by the president, vote if they believe a law violates the constitution and get rid of that law. 


The third branch of government is the legislative branch that makes the laws. It has two sections, the House of Representatives and the Senate, or together are referred to as Congress. Two representatives form each state are chosen for the senate and for the House of Representatives it is based upon the population of a state.  (The NSA/CSS Mission - NSA/CSS) To pass a law both of these houses needs a majority vote and for the president to sign the bill. In the Senate right now there are 41 members that are Republicans, 57 Democratic members, and 2 Independents (Today's CIA Central Intelligence Agency). This means that the Democrats and Independents have a majority. There are also many government agencies that are involved in International issues (U.S. Federal Government).

In the United States there is a civilian control of the military, this means the civil governments are the ones that support and control the military. They give the military money every two years and the president is the person who commands the military (Today's CIA Central Intelligence Agency). He is called the commander in chief.  He can declare war (with congress approval) and he picks the military leaders. The commander in chief has the most authority over the leaders of the military even if he does not have as much experience as them. (U.S. Federal Government). In most countries the military controls the government. While it can be easy to gain control of a government with military help, it can be very easy to lose power with the military in charge. This is why the United States has the civilian control of the military. 
The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) provides national security intelligence. The director of the CIA is elected by the president of the US and manages the operations, personnel, and budget. There are four parts: the National Clandestine Service, the Directorate of Intelligence, the Directorate of Science & Technology, and the Directorate of Support. (U.S. Federal Government). They collect, analyze, and evaluate foreign intelligence information for US government officials. This helps the President and lawmakers make decisions on national security. 

Another government agency dealing with foreign affairs is the National Intelligence Agency (NSA) which gathers information to use with military intelligence. The main goal of NSA is to make sure nobody outside of the US gets any classified security information. It also uses Network Warfare to defeat terrorists and their organizations. One of the main goals of NSA is to maintain privacy and freedom protection (The NSA/CSS Mission - NSA/CSS). 


Another organization that deals with foreign affairs is the Bureau of Resource Management (RM). RM helps foreign leaders with making policies, plans, and programs. Their mission statement says they are trying to, “Advance freedom for the benefit of the American people and the international community by helping to build and sustain a more democratic, secure, and prosperous world composed of well-governed states that respond to the needs of their people, reduce widespread poverty, and act responsibly within the international system” (FY 2009 Agency Financial Report). Their main goal is to help countries gain important policies and programs that better their country. They hope this will reduce issues and poverty in the country; making the world a safer place to live. 

The United States, though flawed, are believed to hold a relatively successful system of security. This experience puts the U.S. in a position of leadership, to influence other nations for the better. Control produces strong opinions, and the United States are certainly not afraid to express these opinions when it comes to national issues, such as drug trafficking, nuclear warfare, and overall security.

The system of security present in the United States is rather sophisticated, with many organizations working in unison to provide safety for citizens. A main institution responsible for providing internal security is the Department of Homeland Security (Federal Bureau of Investigation). This association orchestrates a wide range of operations including border control, emergency preparedness (such as the reactions in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina), information analysis and infrastructure security, and terrorist prevention and detection (National Security Council). On the other hand, external security is managed largely by the United States National Security Council; this is the President’s principal forum for considering national security and foreign policy matters. Within this council the president correlates with his chief officials, such as the Vice President, the Secretary of Defense, the Director of National Intelligence, and the Attorney General. This organization is the president’s principal arm for coordinating foreign policies and national security among various government agencies (Almanac of Policy Issues). Despite these honorable alliances, the U.S. could afford to make serious improvements on both internal and external affairs.

Crime within the United States continues to be a problem. As of 2008, the United States continues to fall victim to over 1.4 million violent crimes per year (Almanac of Policy Issues). These crimes consist of murder and non negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, property crime, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. A major crime that is not included in this group is drug trafficking, which occurs on a more global scale (National Security Council).

Drug Trafficking is a main problem regarding civil-military relations both within the United States and outside its borders. The drug industry in the US is one of the most profitable in the world (Federal Bureau of Investigation). Each year, according to the U.S. Customs Service, 60 million people enter the U.S. on more than 675,000 commercial and private flights. Another 6 million come by sea and 370 million by land. In addition, 116 million vehicles cross the land borders with Canada and Mexico. More than 90,000 merchant and passenger ships dock at U.S. ports (Almanac of Policy Issues). These ships carry more than 9 million shipping containers and 400 million tons of cargo. Another 157,000 smaller vessels visit our many coastal towns. Amid this voluminous trade, drug traffickers conceal cocaine, heroin, marijuana, MDMA, and methamphetamine shipments for distribution in U.S. neighborhoods (National Security Council). Two major drug-busts in U.S. history, which occurred in New York and New Jersey, seized over one-hundred kilograms of heroin that was being smuggled straight from South Asia (Almanac of Policy Issues). 
The United States possess strong opinions regarding issues within South Asia. Between nuclear weapons and their choices involving security, the U.S. often feels that other nations can benefit from their guidance. As a result, when other nations take actions that the United States was not expecting, they are often caught off guard and as a result, frightened.

Nuclear weapons are a heated topic in global affairs. As new nations comes into the running for nuclear warfare, the United States along with other established nuclear powers become scared. This is the current situation in South Asia (Almanac of Policy Issues). As many countries become closer to developing nuclear warfare, the United States becomes increasingly uncomfortable with this tense situation. However, unlike other instances, there is not much anyone can do about this because India, Pakistan, and certain other nations have global rights to self defense.

The United States also has very opinionated views on the overall security within South Asia. The events of September 11th signaled a fundamental change in both the intensity and the quality of U.S. involvement in the region (National Security Council). Following the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington, the United States for the first time found itself in an unaccustomed position of having good relations with both India and Pakistan. India offered up their full support for the U.S. counter-terrorism efforts and Pakistan decided to become an ally of the United States. Though both of these relationships possess extreme uncertainty, they show huge potential for future partnerships between the United States and other South Asian nations (Almanac of Policy Issues). 
The United States, though not always successful, does its best to control circumstances both within and outside its borders. It is often difficult to organize so many different operations, but that does not stop U.S. officials from trying (National Security Council). This nation’s strong opinions on world-wide issues lay the groundwork for vast improvement in not only South Asia, but globally, for years to come (Federal Bureau of Investigation). 
The United States is not only one of the largest economies in the world, but also one of the most dynamic and influential.  While it is based on individuals and their earnings and purchases, it features a highly complicated system of businesses and corporations, which operate in a mostly free but somewhat regulated environment. The economy is neither simple nor independent; foreign trade plays a vital role in this truly global marketplace. The country has great influence in the world because of its well-developed economy, which its citizens benefit generously from in the form of a high standard of living in this land of opportunity.

The United Sate has an economic system based on capitalism. In capitalism, most economic decisions are left up to individuals. Supply, how much of a product is available, and demand, the appetite for a product drive the economy. In a market economy like that of the US, competition is the main motivator.  Providers of goods and services compete by offering the lowest possible price, therefore attracting customers. Capitalism also functions on the assumption that each person will try to do as best as he or she can for themselves—make as much money, buy as cheaply, live as well, etc. Individual economic decisions are key to capitalism.

Although less than in socialist and other systems, capitalist governments are involved to some extent in the economy of the nation. In the U.S., Congress establishes laws concerning business and taxes on income and wealth. It is also responsible for tariffs on foreign goods and trade agreements with other nations. The government, specifically the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), collects tax money on several levels—federal, state, municipal, etc. This tax money is used for a wide variety of purposes; domestic aid programs for the impoverished or disabled, national upkeep of highways and buildings, payment of government employees, etc.  Besides taxation, the government also regulates the economy by controlling working conditions, product safety levels, and pollution levels, protecting workers, consumers, and the environment. Money is also spent in defense and on war. The government generally does not have a hand in business decisions and actions of private corporations, but if a situation is extreme enough, it may step in to demand change or “bail out” a company whose failure would dramatically affect the U.S. economy. 


Individuals play an important part in the US economy. They make up the workforce, comprising all the people who work for private companies, themselves, or the government. Within the workforce, there are myriad types of jobs and labor available. The most basic level is manual or unskilled labor, for which little or no education is necessary. Job options increase with education, so a person with a high school diploma or a college degree will have more options than someone who is completely uneducated. Education opens up opportunities for skilled labor, which may still be classified as blue-collar jobs because of the nature of the work. White-collar jobs are less hands-on and require even more specialized education.  Usually, the more specialized the job, the more education is required, and the higher the earnings. Besides working for others, individuals may also engage in entrepreneurship, taking on the risk of starting a new business themselves. They pay taxes on their income, which is then spent by the government with an aim towards helping the greatest number of people it can. (In this way, money given away in taxes is returned in the form of government services.) American citizens are also a vital part of the economy in that they are consumers—they buy the goods and services, providing revenue for the providers of said things. They also affect economic policy through politics; they elect officials to state and federal positions, who are responsible for new laws and policies concerning the economy. Politicians must address the vitally important economic interests of their constituents, or face rejection in elections. 

Individuals may organize themselves into businesses or corporations. These range anywhere from small neighborhood shops to gargantuan global franchises. They are all made up of people performing various tasks necessary to the business’s success. Some perform more basic work while others manage them, making sure they are working to their full potential. Businesses produce items for sale or provide services. The basic concept motivating each of the establishments is the same; the competition to offer goods and services at lowest price and of a quality acceptable to consumer. Banks are extremely important to all businesses because they make loans, allowing the businesses to expand beyond the limits of their immediately accessible assets. The debt is paid off with interest once the business has been able to make a profit off the actions the original loan was used for. The government regulates businesses with laws about working conditions and hours, trading prices, and other policies. This ensures that businesses are not exploiting citizens or the government to make unfair profit.


The United States is an economic giant of extreme importance and clout. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 14.4 trillion a year (the largest in the world) and the per capita GDP is 47, 440 dollars. However, the national deficit is over 12 trillion dollars and growing, demonstrating the not-always-responsible trading method of the nation. The U.S. is endowed bountiful natural resources, territory, and coastline which power areas such as agriculture and mining and create many opportunities for trade, all of which are the backbone of a successful economy. The nation is also the home of over 300, 000,000 people, providing an ample workforce. Because it is such a land of opportunity, many foreigners immigrate to the US in search of a better life, further swelling the workers’ and consumers’ ranks. Empowering citizens is the public education system, organized on a state-by-state level and receiving federal funding. Education is available to all U.S. citizens to a post-secondary level. Private education, which is not publicly funded, is also available at every level. The United States is a world leader in higher education and attracts students from all over the world.


The U.S. leads the world in the areas of energy, finance, manufacturing, and agriculture. The economy is extremely diverse, and is in constant, nearly unpredictable metamorphosis. The fastest-growing jobs include healthcare providers, computer programmers and other communication specialists, and various areas of science and engineering. Technology is a driving force behind the changes in the economy; each advancement opens up a new field, or makes something cheaper to produce, or makes an older system obsolete.


But the economy is not foolproof; as of November 2008, the U.S. has been experiencing a recession, and the unemployment rate has a reached 9.7%. The decline was most likely a chain reaction following unsteady loans made by banks, which proceeded to raze the auto industry and real estate market, among other areas. The nation is in a general reversal of previous, more decadent attitudes. 

Because of its strong and powerful economy, the U.S. is a major player in the global economy. America is a huge consumer of foreign products and products produced using foreign labor, which is often much cheaper than hiring Americans because of the poor economic situation of many developing countries. America’s incredible appetite for goods is supported by foreign countries. While this may bring profit, it can be a messy road to wealth, as resources are gobbled up and wars are fought over them. Outsourcing labor, both skilled and unskilled, allows companies to make a profit and lose less money. However, while it may make goods and services cheaper, it ultimately takes jobs away from the original economy. The opposite also occurs; many foreign companies have factories and branches inside America, and are an integral part of the economy. 

The U.S. has many trade relationships throughout the world. Some of America’s most important trading partners are Canada, Mexico, Japan, Germany, and China, (the largest foreign holder of U.S. debt). Tariffs are placed on many foreign imports in order to favor the domestic economy. America also makes many agreements not to place tariffs on goods from certain countries, known as free-trade agreements. One of the largest is the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), between Mexico, the U.S., and Canada. Trade sanctions, (a refusal to provide goods to or buy from a country), can be used against countries the U.S. feels have stepped out of line, often to great effect. Inversely, the U.S. is one of the greatest donors of foreign aid, primarily through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The top recipients of U.S. aid are Iraq (18.44 billion dollars per year), Israel, Egypt, Columbia, Jordan, Pakistan, Liberia, Peru, Ethiopia, Bolivia, Uganda, Sudan, Indonesia, and Kenya.  

The United States economy is an extremely complex system based on the actions of individuals, organizations, and the government that regulates them. The economy is one of the most successful and developed in the world. It exists not in a vacuum but in conjunction with many other world powers. Foreign goods and foreign labor are an important part of the economy, as are the export of goods to these foreign markets. Though it is far from ideal, and is an ever-changing creation, the U.S. economy has many practical, positive features which can serve as models for lesser-developed nations in their search for economic prosperity.


The US is wealthy country with a generally low poverty and unemployment rate.  The poverty rate is usually between 13 to 17 percent at any given moment while the unemployment rate is currently 10% which is unusually high (Change).  Many actions are taken to help the poor such as charities and soup kitchens all over our country.  There are also homeless shelters that are being over flown with tons of people who suffer from poverty.  Currently 1 out of every 8 people in the US are receiving emergency food.  That is 37 million people in the US, which is 46% higher than it was in 2006 (Change).  To help the poor there are a countless numbers of soup kitchens, charities, and homeless shelters.  People pay high taxes to fund these things and in general, people donate a lot of money to charities which in turn help the poor.  

A saying that is quite common in America is “it’s a free country.”  That statement is completely accurate.  In the US, everyone has equal rights and the only restrictions to what someone can’t do are based on age and not race, money, or status.  All women and men of all ethnicities that are 18 years of age or older are allowed to vote.  Even though many people still believe that a woman should stay home with the kids while the husband goes to work, more and more women have careers of their own and in some cases they provide for the family and the husband stays home.  There are tons of women doctors and lawyers.  As stated in the Constitution, people have the right to freedom of speech and the press.  It also says that no law can be made that infringes on this right.  Government officials are often mocked and made fun of in newspapers, the internet, on TV, and anything that can be seen by the public.  Political cartoon where a politician has an exaggerated big head or nose are common.  Although, there are reasonable restrictions to what can be said about the government for public viewing.  They can’t be called horrible names or swore at, but that also goes for any person.  Other than making fun of politicians, protesting is very common and perfectly legal.  People get together with signs and protest things like wars, treatment of animals, destroying forest, and pretty much anything that people believe strongly in.  There are also a lot of organizations that get together to protest or to help a cause.  PETA is an example of an organization that fights for animals and pets.  


Healthcare in the US is highly debated especially recently.  About 15 percent of US citizens are completely uninsured and a large number of people are underinsured and can’t make the payments due to the lack of coverage.  Healthcare is directly related to poverty and unemployment because people who are unemployed are not insured through their job and most of the time they simple can’t afford it.  Then when something happens and they need to go to the doctors they can’t pay out of their pocket.  Medical debt is a huge part of why some people declare bankruptcy.  It is almost impossible for someone in that situation to recover and get back on their feet.  While most countries have higher taxes and give all its citizens free health insurance, the US does not.  A lot of people get their health insurance through their job, and sometimes supplement it by paying out of their pocket.  The US has had a lot of problems with a good health care system.  The US pays the most money per person for healthcare than any other country, and yet not everyone is insured.  There is great debate on whether the country should follow European countries and provide universal healthcare or not.  But most people agree that there needs to be changes to healthcare in the US.


There are a lot of very poor countries in the world where the majority of children don’t have an opportunity to go to school.  In the US, everyone has an opportunity to attend a school through high school for free.  People are able to go to a public school for free where they live because people pay taxes which go to the schools.  It is a law that children attend school until they are 16 years old.  The Equal Education Act of 1974 says that a state can’t provide better or worse education based on someone race, color, sex, or national origin (Cornell).  There are also a lot of opportunities for an education outside of high school.  There are a lot of really good state and private colleges.  For people who might not have the grades or money for a really good college there are plenty of community colleges that cost a lot less.  Even for people who want to do something more hands on there are technical institute where people can earn a degree in some area where they want to work.  In the US, education is extremely important and the government puts a lot of emphasis on it.

         Both South Asia and the United States of America have strong opinions of each other; opinions that stem from a select few historical events and lack of understanding.


In many countries in South Asia, the United States is viewed negatively for its prompt withdrawal from Afghanistan following Soviet withdrawal. The United States did nothing about the millions of refugees, nor the fact that Afghanistan had been reduced to rubble. Instead, the people of Afghanistan suffered. Furthermore, the United States had given weapons to many people in Afghanistan; weapons that were not taken back following Soviet withdrawal. For this reason, many of the mujahedeen groups were able to rise to power using the weapons provided by the United States.

Pakistan especially, loathes the United States, because following the end of the Soviet reign, the United States did nothing about the two million refugees that had moved from Afghanistan to Pakistan. The United States also imposed military restrictions on Pakistan, as the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) thought a nuclear weapon had been produced. These restrictions led to a suspension of military assistance from the United States, causing Pakistan to be denied a fighter plane that had already been paid for (Riedel).


The United States is not the only victim of historical memory though. Many countries in South Asia are looked upon negatively by the United States due to the fact that they house Muslims. Ever since September 11, 2001, when New York City’s World Trade Center was destroyed by al- Qaeda hijacked commercial jets, there has been a constant fear of Muslims. What people fail to understand though, is the fact that these hijackers were Islamic extremists and that many Muslims are not as radical in their views. Also, many people look upon South Asia as a terrorist breeding ground, failing to recognize the many individuals who live there.


The removal of a Muslim family from a commercial flight last year gives light to the way Muslims are viewed in the United States. The families of Atif Irfan and his brother, Kashif Irfan, were taken off a plane bound for Florida and thoroughly questioned after the wife of Atif Irfan was overheard saying something suspicious. The family was debating the safest seats in an airplane, which following the event does not seem suspicious at all. In response, the Council on Islamic American Relations filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Transportation, saying that “this disturbing incident would never have occurred had the Muslim passengers removed from the plane not been perceived by other travelers and airline personnel as members of the Islamic faith” (Ahlers). As soon as this story came out, many Americans were horrified with the way this family had been treated. Unfortunately, this news story came and went, without many Americans understanding that this is an everyday event for Muslims in the United States.


While many United States citizens look down upon Islam, the United States government tries to look positively at Islam. The United States is already viewed negatively in South Asia, and does not want this reputation to continue. In order for the US to intervene successfully, it needs to be viewed as supporters of Islam.


Muslims are being treated negatively out of fear of Islamic extremists. Yet, Islamic extremism is not the only religious issue in South Asia. Kashmir is a region of constant fighting between Hindu Indians and Muslim Pakistanis. The religious division between the two gives them a reason for fighting, though many of the fighters do not even know what they are fighting for as fighting has become such ritual.


Unfortunately, there is more than just religious hate against Muslims in the Untied States. There are many hate groups, a prominent one being Christian Identity. What makes this group a concern for the United States is that the goals of this group would change the structure of the entire country by placing divine law above human law and bringing members of the group into political power (Politics of Christian Identity). In addition, this group discriminates against Jews, Muslims, and many other religious and ethnic groups. There have, however, been very few members of groups like Christian Identity that have gained enough popularity to be elected to government positions. David Duke, a leader of Christian Identity and the Ku Klux Klan was, nevertheless, elected to a Louisiana house seat, which is frightening considering his hate for Jews and African Americans (Duke, David (c. 1951-)). 


The United States government did interfere with Christian Identity when it was thought to be disobeying the law. Rumors about illegal weapons and mistreatment of children brought the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) to investigate Waco, Texas. Though the ATF had a warrant to search, a fight broke out between the ATF and Branch Davidians (the division of Christian Identity occupying Waco). Though peace treaties were attempted, a larger fight and conflagration broke out (Rosenberg).


Though church and state are separate in the United States, the line between them is unclear. This dilemma is not only seen in David Duke’s election or in the situation in Waco, but in current issues. Many religious groups like Catholics, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs are all against abortions because they equate killing a fetus with murder, which is prohibited in their religions (Cline). Many less religious Americans, however, view abortion as a women’s choice. A similar situation can be found with vaccines, as many parents are not vaccinating their kids due to religious reasons. This action not only endangers the unvaccinated child from becoming diseased, but other children as well who may not yet be old enough to be vaccinated.

Religious differences cause issues in the United States, and internationally. Only when people understand each other, will a solution be found.

We, as representatives in the United States delegation involved in the debate over the highly disputed region of Kashmir, will come to the conclusion that this will play a pivotal role in peace between the nations of Pakistan and India. As the U.S., it is in our, and the regions best interest that this dispute be solved without violence. We are aware that this issue is highly controversial, but the importance of it goes beyond the borders of Kashmir. The escalation of violence in neighboring Afghanistan and across the Pakistani border have made the need for a compromise on Kashmir more important as well. We believe that the Kashmir dispute must be solved peacefully by means of diplomacy that will fairly give each country a fair share, and most importantly, one that will benefit the people of Kashmir.
        The United States has had a long, sincere interest in solving the Kashmir dispute. Ever since the 1948, when the disputed started, every administration since Eisenhower has attempted to come to a compromise. (Cohen and Steinberg) Our opinion and role in the past and presently is  we are here to mediate a peaceful agreement that has the best interests of the people as the priority. We believe and know that the longer this goes unsolved, the more likely a violent war will ensue. This has been our biggest concern since the start and in such a highly populated are, the human death toll would be catastrophic. (Fai) In order to understand how we can help come to a conclusion, both sides must take into account the people that inhabit the area. In drawing a border, we must also consider the abundance of water, and thus evenly split the resources. We feel these resources should be used by the inhabitants, not governments.
        Out of the roughly 8.5 million inhabitants of Kashmir, the vast majority of them are Muslim, the main religion of Pakistan, while the minority is Hindu, the chief religion of India. (Jammu and Kashmir) Ever since Pakistan and India split, Muslim’s and Hindu’s have had a profound disliking towards each other. We understand this fact makes the standoff even more heated, and because of this, we must be more cognizant of where to draw the line between Kashmir India and Kashmir Pakistan. Nothing would be solved if we drew a line without recognizing the cultures we would be splitting and mixing together. The only way to avoid this is to strategically draw the border with this fact in mind. 
        Our sense of urgency to resolve the situation pertains to the current, unstable state of South Asia. After the September 11th attacks on our country, and new intelligence that claims Al-Qaeda, and the Taliban are operating within Pakistani borders, it is imperative that every available resource be thrown to the War on Terror. Without the Kashmir dispute, Pakistan would be more capable to help the U.S. and NATO track down these militants. (Cohen and Steinberg) That means the ISI would be able to devote more resources than ever before. Pakistan has been responsible in recent weeks for numerous arrests of high profile Taliban leaders. We value their support in the war, but question how much their intentions are for themselves compared to the general cause of defeating terrorism. We are also grateful for India being the first country to offer us their bases for our troops for our invasion to eradicate Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. We feel we have a strong alliance with them economically, and politically but want th
em to soften their stance. 
        The current war in South Asia will never be won if a war between Pakistan and India ensues. Not only does a war danger our own troops in nearby bases, but the fact that both countries possess nuclear weapons makes for an extremely tense situation. A nuclear war in one of the most densely populated areas in the world is the worst possible scenario. In the past, there have been numerous wars between the two countries, but neither country ever had nuclear weapons. At this time, we do not feel comfortable with U.S. troops in the region to leave this possibility open. With our involvement, we hope that this possibility never comes to reality. In many regards, Kashmir is the key to a peaceful South Asia. (Cohen and Steinberg) This is a region that is home to over one fifth of the world’s population. There are over a billion people in India alone (Cahoon) and over 172 million in Pakistan. (World Factbook) If we were to able to come to a deal in Kashmir, all of these peoples lives will be much safer.
        The first step in finding a middle ground, is to ease tensions between both sides. This can be done by reducing military presence on both sides of the border. There is no reason to have roughly 700,000 Indian troops in such a concentrated and populated area. (Fai) If India were to dramatically reduce their troop levels, then Pakistan has to put much more effort in to stop militants groups like Jaish-e-Muhammad, and Lashkafe-Toiba from trafficking militants through Pakistan and into Indian Kashmir. Pakistan must eradicate these groups to gain India’s trust and India must reduce troop levels to gain Pakistan’s trust. Pakistan must also agree to completely stop the ISI’s involvement in the militant uprising in Kashmir. 
        The United States is heavily invested in the fate of Kashmir not only for the well being of our troops in mind, but because of the implications Kashmir has on the whole region. Pakistan and India have been enemies since each of their independence, and have fought bitterly over Kashmir in the past, but now that each country has nuclear capabilities, the military destruction could scores of civilians. This standoff is also deflecting much needed help from Pakistan on the Afghan border where Al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives remain at large. We are here to simply mediate a peaceful deal that will make the best interests of the inhabitants the priority. With cooperation from both sides, we hope to bring an end to this heated dispute
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