The Bharatiya Janata Party

A. Intro        

         As stated in one of the four Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP’s) chapters of ideologies, “Heavy reliance on harsh measures produces a feeling of revolt in people” It hence goes without saying that The BJP values the conservation of individual rights and looks to deter any signs of oppression of the people from the government. The BJP has worked for decades to instill values such as progressivism, economic liberalism, nationalism, and integral humanism.

         The BJP is a democratic political party in India that focuses on the importance of nationalism and humanism to strengthen the country. The BJP originated from the BJS and has been a political party since 1980s. The BJP held political power in 1998 to 2004 and a member of their party served as Prime Minister. The BJP’s strongest opposition today is considered to be National Democratic Alliance. Because of their fierce support of regional nationalism, the BJP critiqued the Indian government, claiming that their approaches to terrorist acts in Mumbai were feeble.

 

B.             Key Points
1. Extended organizations as part of the BJP have created havoc in Orissa, Karnataka, and Gujarat. It has been said that under BJP rule, more acts of violence against Christians have been committed, the majority of which go unnoted by the government.

Gujarat has also been mentioned in a 2002 incident in which riots erupted in the   city after an attack by a Muslim mob on a train mostly full of Hindu pilgrims.   2.India has been on the pursuit of nuclear weapons since 1962 because of the border clash with China and Beijing's 1964 nuclear test.
 3.  The BJP is a symbol of strong national defense, but they have not supported the correct training for their armed forces. The BJP has also ignored recommendations made by the oversight committee.   

In terms of terrorism, the BJP is greatly influenced by the beliefs of  Mohandas Ghandi.  
4. Indian border management has been an issue for the country, especially after disputes between India and Pakistan over control of Kashmir.         5. Although India has been noted as the world’s biggest producer for opium for medical use, opium is still heavily being used for illegal purposes.

 6. Tensions between religious extremists limit the effectiveness of the government to secure and unify the country.

 7. Overpopulation in India leads to shortages in natural resources, high poverty rates, higher expectancy of the spread of diseases, and job shortages, amongst other problems now rising in India.

 

C. Background of your city or organization
As stated in one of the four BJP’s chapters of ideologies, “Heavy reliance on harsh measures produces a feeling of revolt in people” It hence goes without saying that The BJP values the conservation of individual rights and looks to deter any signs of oppression of the people from the government. The BJP has worked for decades to instill values such as progressivism, economic liberalism, nationalism, and integral humanism.

The party’s term for their sense of nationalism is Hinduvta a word coined by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in his 1923 pamphlet entitled Hindutva: Who is a Hindu? The BJP and its members take these values and use them to run their party. They believe that with a strong sense of nationalism the will be able to run the country they way they think is needed and to help the people of India. The idea is that if the BJP can have a more unified proud country in India they will be able to get many of the things they think the people and them need accomplished. This allows the BJP to be a successful body in the nation of India.

The BJP has ignored certain recommendations and solutions posed by the National Security Advisory Board of the government in the past. This has put them in very dangerous situations. It has also put them under a bad name with their people. The BJP is aimed to support the nation and their political status along with including the people’s religion to accommodate traditions and accustoms.

 

D. Issues
Governance
         The government governs over 28 states and 7 union territories. Collectively they are called the Republic of India. The three types of government that India has adopted; they are Democratic Republic, Socialist, Secular and Sovereign. As well, the government is divided into three branches executive, legislative and judicial. The branch of government that is practice in India is similar to the one that is practice in the United States. Many aspects inspire the way India runs its government.

         Before India was an independent nation, they were a colony of Britain. India was under the control of Britain from 1858 to 1947. They gain their independence from Britain and adopt a constitution on January 26, 1950. The day that the constitution was adopted, India relinquished any association to Britain crown. The state of the constitution today has 22 parts, 448 articles, 12 schedules, 5 appendices and over 109 amendments. Not only does the constitution states the rights of the people but also direct the system of government. Dr. Amedkar, who chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee and Chief Architect of Indian Constitution, introduced the basic form of union government. He stated that a strong democratic executive must be stable, responsible and not bias on religion, caste system or community. The three form of system of government that India practices is Federal Structure, Parliamentary Democracy and A. Intro        
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         Before India was an independent nation, they were a colony of Britain. India was under the control of Britain from 1858 to 1947. They gain their independence from Britain and adopt a constitution on January 26, 1950. The day that the constitution was adopted, India relinquished any association to Britain crown. The state of the constitution today has 22 parts, 448 articles, 12 schedules, 5 appendices and over 109 amendments. Not only does the constitution states the rights of the people but also direct the system of government. Dr. Amedkar, who chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee and Chief Architect of Indian Constitution, introduced the basic form of union government. He stated that a strong democratic executive must be stable, responsible and not bias on religion, caste system or community. The three form of system of government that India practices is Federal Structure, Parliamentary Democracy and Independent Judiciary. The Federal Structure states the separation of power between states and union. The Parliamentary Democracy states that India ’s president is not directly elected by the people but by the President of Head of State and other businesses of executive law. The Independent Judiciary states that the Judiciary of India is allow to control either executive or Parliament.

The three branches of government that India practices are executive, legislative and judicial. In the executive branch, the president of India and his vice president are the chief of state, that role is left to the Prime Minister. Under the recommendation of the Prime Minister, the president appoints cabinet members. The president is elected for a five-year term and the last election that was held was in 2009. The legislative branch consists of the People’s Assembly who serve a five-year term as well Parliament. Instead of serving for five-year term, Parliament serves a six-year term. At the moment, the BJP hold 116 seats in the People’s Assembly right behind the INC. The judicial branch is the Supreme Court. It consist one chief justice and 25 associated justices. They are appointed by the president and remain in office until they are 65 years old or are removed from office because proven misbehavior.

         The BJP pledges to bring India into a strong and prosperous nation that has strong ties to it ancient history. The party goals are to bring equality to all Indian citizens and to create a democratic state that helps accomplish this goal. The BJP stands behind the Constitution of India and rely on their faith to bring forth their goals.

         After the 2008 attack on Mumbai the BJP was favor to win elections that were held in December because their stance on terrorism and how they advocate for Hindu nationalism. As well the BJP took the opportunity to point out the flaws in government and how they are “soft” on terrorism. Another goal of theirs is to have a National Identity Card for all Indian. The BJP feels that by having a card it will strengthen nation security and put an end to people crossing the country illegally. One goal that the BJP has but no plan upholding is a strong national defense. As mention before the BJP support on having a strong national defense although they do not support on improving arm forces and amendments that support on retirement on arm forces. This is something that conflict with the goal that the BJP has, although they support a strong national defense they do not support anything that might improve it. As well, the BJP feels that they must remain vigilant against countries such as China, Bangladesh and Pakistan.

In 1996, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a member of the BJP party served as Prime Minister of India. He was the eleventh Prime Minister of India. After serving as Prime Minister, he served as head of a coalition government from 1998 to 2004. He served as Member of Parliament until 2009. He has now retired from his role as an active politician.

 

Security
         In India, the main source for any type of security is the National Security Council (NSC). The NSC is an agency that further investigates the political, economic, and security concerns of India. This agency is fairly new considering that it was recently established in November of 1998. The NSC has a three-branched organization consisting of a Strategic Policy Group – the first level of branches in which most of the decisions are made for the NSC – the Joint Intelligence Committee – the home of analyzing data sent in by the Intelligence Bureau, R&AW, and the heads of Military, Naval, and Air Intelligence – and the National Security Advisory Board – this branch meets once a month providing support, advice, and solutions to address any policy issues brought to their attention.

         Alongside the three branches, there are organizations as an extension of them – the Intelligence Bureau and the R&AW. The Intelligence Bureau is known as the oldest intelligence agency. Its main responsibilities are to execute counter-terrorism attacks and counter- intelligence attacks. The Intelligence Bureau also works with other law enforcement outside of their faculty. In terms of the R&AW (Research and Analysis Wing), this is India ’s external intelligence agency alongside the Intelligence Bureau. Like the Intelligence Bureau, one of the main responsibilities of the R&AW is to execute counter-terrorism attacks as well as to collect external intelligence. Basically, the R&AW and the Intelligence Bureau, having their own extensions in power, are an extension of the NSC.

An article dating back to 2008 entitled National Security and ICT policy of India stated that, after recent terrorist attacks, the Indian defense had stronger weaknesses than thought of before. There has also been controversy and criticism on the security of India under the BJP rule. It has been said that under the BJP rulings, there have been many attacks of violence upon Christians and the BJP has done nothing to ease the tension.

India has been titled one of the largest producers for opium in medical usages, but there is still evidence of opium being used for illegal purposes. In a 2008 article, India was named the country becoming centre of drug trafficking. The International Narcotics Control Board had noticed an increasingly high number of abuses of heroine and other substances in all of South Asia, but India was a main producers. Not only is the drug trafficking taking place from country to country in just hand-to-hand transportation, but somehow, the drug community in India has managed to create a sort of online trafficking. This creates a greater problem than originally scouted out to be.

         The BJP, along with the people of India believe that the police should bring down any illegal drug trafficking. They believe that drug production, unless being used for medical purposes should also be put under control. Most believe that not enough is being done to protect the country and its people. This can strongly affect a nation’s national security and its inner organization. The BJP’s objectives and policies gear toward anti terror measures, food security, energy security, education for all, health for all, and special courts for speedy prosecution. The BJP has power in 5 states of India ’s country – Gujrat, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Chattisgargh, and Himachal Pradesh. The Christian attacks under BJP rule caused riots mainly in Gujrat. The Gujrat government has been accused of helping Hindu mobs and supporting their violence.

Committee on Economic Development
         The Prime Minister in India made a significant address to the nation on July 4 (Independence Day), saying that the next ten years will be known as the “Decade of Development”. His goal was to set a target of doubling the country's per capita income by year 2010. This would increase India ’s economy's yearly growth rate from the present 6.5 percent to 9 percent on a sustainable basis for the next ten years. The BJP is very confident that this will generate more additional employment opportunities each year and help us to win our war on mass poverty within the foreseeable future.

            This will have a strong foundation for the country's all-round development in the upcoming decades so that India can redeem their slogan, “Making the 21st century, India 's century”. The Bharatiya Janata Party calls and urges all sections of their society, Kisans and Mazdoors, Artisans and Craftsmen, youth and intellectuals, entrepreneurs and professionals, scientists and engineers, administrators and people's representatives to do whatever they have to do to make this happen. The BJP urges their government to use science and technology as an effective way to fuel the engine of growth.

            The Government introduced many different schemes, and revised their earlier ones, for poverty alleviation and employment generation like the Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana, and micro-enterprises. Many welfare schemes aimed at providing to the poorest of the poor, like the Janashree Bima Yojana, Sarvapriya Yojana, and increased food distribution in the Annapurna Yojana for senior citizens.

The BJP also wants that in the economic planning of the Government Antyodaya should be the first step in evaluating the performance of the government economically. The BJP urges all state governments to completely support the building of a nation-wide internal farm market, which will benefit both Kisans and consumers.

T         he production and unknown in the prices of certain agricultural commodities have severely affected the farmers in India. Periods of small shortages, imports, are followed by “gluts” that see a decrease in prices, storage and transportation bottlenecks, and inadequate opportunities for exports to be wealthy. An example of current situation is with sugar.

The BJP promotes the government’s attempts to come up with a strong long-term strategy to help fix these problems.  The BJP also urges that their Kisans to take advantage of the opportunities of the rapidly growing global market for primary and processed farm produce by practicing better crop management, and using greater inputs of science and technology particularly, for food processing industry.

 

Committee on Environment
         With a population of well over a billion people India is one of the fastest growing countries in the world.  India is not like any other country its population does not allow it to be like any other. India also has many natural resources that they use daily with this comes the problem of securing these resources and maintaining them without any problems going on basically what they would do in any county but on a much larger scale about three times larger then here in America.

         India’s main agricultural products include rice, wheat, oilseed, cotton, jute, tea, sugarcane, lentils, potatoes; onions, dairy products, sheep, goats, poultry; fish this along with many natural resources leave India with many great items and many great ways to keep its population alive and well. With a workforce of around 467 million and unemployment around nine percent in a country of over one billion people this is a hard task to pull off. They must regulate products and be able to help. India must be willing to put as much effort as possible to come to a final agreement on how to figure out what they need to do to secure the resources they have. Many children in India are malnourished due to lack of resources in the face of a fast rate of modernization and expansion in a booming country. They must also figure out a way to be able to help the youth in the country by providing for them.

India must multitask aiding all citizens while regulating and taking note of extreme weather conditions agriculture in India is constantly challenged by weather uncertainty. With winter’s short and cool then long hot summers to monsoon seasons that keep the wind blowing and the rain pouring on most of the country. This does not allow them to have a stable plan to attack the elephant in the room they would need a whole plan just for monsoon season that would be able to work under all of the weather conditions. The country has to deal with all these problems at once to figure out how it will possibly keep order.

         India deals with a very large population, weather conditions that are not helpful and serve as pressure for the government to figure out a way to get issues in order. The country is on the rise may be growing too quickly to find a way to solve all its problems but with a final plan being put together they ill finally fine a way to stabilize one section they need and with no longer have to deal with securing and figuring out anything to do with its natural resources.

Committee on Social Services

            The Indian government is a federal republic, which means that the government is central and republican. Indian laws differ for people of different religious origins and religious leaders have a large voice in the government. The BJP is a notoriously democratic party that values the “equality of opportunity and liberty of faith and expression”, as stated in their constitution. In regards to political freedoms, the BJP stated in the Integral Humanism ideology section on their website that “In Order to satisfy this political man they gave him the right to vote. Now he did get the right to a vote, but at the same time other rights diminished.” One can assume that the BJP hence values the self-promotion of a citizen and the preservation of civil rights through political involvement. Although he Indian constitution states that “All citizens shall have the right to freedom of speech and expression”, it also is known to view laws differently for different religious groups. In this respect ideologies valued by the BJP are different than those that the Indian government values in that BJP does not promote political discrimination. The BJP is currently working to promote uniformity in regards to perspectives on citizens regardless of their demographics.

Furthermore, the Indian constitution states that all citizens have the right to peacefully protest without bearing arms. The BJP recently held its own protest against the rising prices of food in India. Held in the capital of India, the protest surrounded accusations that the government is stealing from the “mouths of poor people” for their own benefit. The rising price of food is an issue for the BJP both because it promotes the wellbeing of people and growth of agriculture in India and because around 350-400 million people are below poverty rate currently, despite growing efforts to lower the poverty rate over time. The BJP hopes to constitute some sort of pension for farmers.

         The declining state of health in India has a number of root causes, from lack of fresh water and education to an alarming growth in the population that strains natural resources. The lack of education in India also contributes to the spread of disease. It unfortunately comes as no surprise that India has the second highest death rate due to HIV/AIDs in the world. Additionally, due to the high amount of food and waterborne illnesses and illnesses due to animal contact, the risk of contracting a disease in India is very high. The BJP sites disease as a growing problem in India. As stated in the “Our country: Our problems” portion of their website, the BJP says that although the spread of disease is a problem, “…the same drug does not necessarily cure all persons” and, relaying back to the value of nationalism to the BJP, it states that “...it is neither possible nor wise to adopt foreign isms in our country…it will not be helpful in achieving happiness and prosperity”.

 

         Healthcare in India is also tricky. With around 1,156,897,766 citizens, the Indian government would have to create a healthcare plan that had the elasticity to conform to the majority of the population. The Indian government has implemented disease prevention and control programs throughout India, targeting the growing problem of disease in the region. Despite the unwillingness to dilute their countries ideologies with Western ones, the BJP has worked to build more nursing homes and hospitals in India. Also, the party worked to make access to clean water more of a pressing issue in Indian health reform.

 

 A lack of education is also to blame for the health crisis. Just above 60 percent of the population in India is educated, with less than 50 percent of women being defined as literate. India ’s Department of School Education and Literacy deemed literacy as a new major focus for 11th grade curriculum in November of 2007. In response to education reform advancements in India, the BJP proposed its own education policies in hopes that they take root in society. The BJP’s policies focused heavily on the method in which students are taught, the availability of classroom materials and proactive research, and the constitution of new educational facilities.

 

         When comparing literacy rates of women to those of men in India, one can note an undertone of inequality, seeing that men are more educated regionally. This inequality leads to bigger problems for Indian women. For example, a lack of knowledge of ones rights can result in an abuse of rights from an outside party. Rape is a worsening problem in India, souring political support and nationalism from women. In December of 2009, a mother fought against a family with a higher social status whose son raped her daughter. After going through an exhausting amount of social work and search for assistance, the heroic mother received justice and the son was punished for his wrongdoings. Regardless, women are not taken seriously politically and their cries for help tend to be ignored by authorities, especially when there is a conflict in social status. The BJP has shown support in the struggle for gender equality in India and in 2004 they adopted a charter for women’s rights. The charter included propositions to increase funding in rape victim rehabilitation centers, the firing of rapists from their jobs, and providing economic stabilization for Indian women.

 

Committee on Culture and Identity

         Most importantly, on August 15th 1947 a powerful concept that shapes India ’s presence and position is their attainment of Independence (especially after a great social and political struggle) for many years, The British had ruled over India and their primary aims were to process trade in India. However, during their occupation, the British developed political and directorial objectives.

         During the early 20th century, the national movement in India was very destructive. A man by the name of Mahatma Gandhi embarked on a few movements against the forceful British. - The Non-cooperation Movement and Civil Disobedience Movement. Overall, the movement for independence sustained throughout the 1930s, however, it expanded more during World War 2.

         The Civil Disobedience movement, especially, greatly impacts India ’s country and made people understand the importance of the key elements of non-violence. Gandhi's work with Indian Independence Movement was significantly the first thriving use of civil disobedience. If Mahatma Gandhi did not follow and lead the establishment of the non-violence, India would probably, in such chances, still be a powerful battle zone for many people.

When Mahatma Gandhi led the “Quit India Movement” in the 1940’s the British sooner or later realized that they had to depart India at last. Excluding from India ’s present impact from historical memories such as the independence movement, summing up the history of India as a whole, the country can be considered a British birthright.

 

Throughout the history of India, religion has been an important part of the country's culture. A vast majority of Indians associate themselves with a religion, which plays a huge role in India ’s government. BJP, a Hindu party, brought great attention after its officials connected their beliefs with the Ayodhya debate. This debate concerns the Babri Mosque, which was established on property of a Ram Janmabhoomi temple. This brought immediate religious chaos (extremism) between Hindus and Muslims. Hindus who formed into a riot holding 150,000 supporters later destroyed the mosque. This religious conflict played a huge role towards future violence. The 2002 Gujarat violence was an event including riots between Hindus and Muslims. The riots and massacres killed 5000 Muslims and 254 Hindus.  Many religious homes were damaged (mosques, temples and churches). Muslim businesses underwent mass damage, which resulted in 61,000 Muslims and 10,000 Hindus fleeing their homes. This religious extremism’s role is substantially significant towards India ’s organization. This also refers to the weak lack of strong security that the country holds. In addition, during an election campaign in Pradesh, the BJP released an infuriating CD targeting the Muslims.

 

The view of the BJP on the role of religion in South Asia, particularly in India, is powerfully negative. After viewing conflicts including religious extremism, my thoughts on religion in India are also surprising. Referring back to my knowledge on international countries, India by far seems to be the most violent (referring to previous events too). It seems like India needs to have just one main religion because they are all different towards god worshipping. As a whole, religion/culture in India plays a huge role in their organization, identity and reputation.

 

E. Five Issues
- BJP wants to establish a democratic state that guarantees to all citizens --despite their caste ranking, sex, or religious orientation-- uniform political, social and economic justice, equal opportunities in society, and the protection of civil inalienable rights.

- India has still suffered when it comes to poverty, especially that of children, which has been a long-standing problem in the region.

- The BJP wants every Indian to have a National Identity Card. It will strengthen national security by making sure everyone’s identity is who they really are and will prevent illegal immigration.

 

- With a literacy rate less than 50%, the BJP needs to push education as more of an issue in India.

 
-The Indian population, that hits over one billion people, jobs and opportunities for jobs need to be increased in the face of resource and job episodes 

