Introduction- Lashkar-e-Toiba
Lashkar-e-Toiba means the “Army of the Pure” and is a perfect name for a group who wants people to convert into the Islamic religion. Lashkar-e-Toiba formed so that Central Asian countries could turn to Islam and unite as one in order to fight against evil. The brains and heart of Lashkar-e-Toiba is scholar of Islam, Hafiz Muhammad Saeed. People believe that Lashkar-e-Toiba wrongly interprets the Quran by killing those who might not follow by the name of Islam, but who knows if Lashkar-e-Toiba is doing right or wrong.
Seven Key Points
 

1. Live in the mountains of Pakistan.
2. Believe in an extreme form of Islam.
3. Wants Islam to be the only religion people follow.
4. Is funded by other Islamic extremists, wealthy businessmen, and there are suspicions that Pakistani security agency also helps.
5. Have their own school system, hospital, ambulance and Islamic institutions.
6. Have attacked India.
7. Fights for Pakistani control of Kashmir. 
Five Key Points
1.)    LeT believes that they should have an Islamic fundamental government in control of the entire South Asian state.

2.)    LeT believes that the Pakistani government should fund all efforts by LeT.

3.)    LeT believes that they have the right to have an organization or group that is able to do what they please.

4.)    LeT is using Islam to fortify not only Pakistan’s, but the neighboring country’s security as well.

5.)    LeT is being oppressed, and so they must take action whether it’s violent or peaceful, so they are able to reach their goals.

Background
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) is a terrorist group founded in the early 1990’s and resides in Muridke and Muzaffarabad which are along the borders of India. During the Soviet Control of the middle-east, India and Pakistan were once united. After the Soviet Control, military groups took control and wanted to unite the countries again under Islamic rule. The LeT also operates in Kashmir where the Indian government blames the Pakistani government of aiding such militia groups. The LeT stands for “Army of the Pure” because their goals are to unite all the countries surrounding Pakistan in order to create world where Islam rules. They perform acts of jihad in order to help restore Islam to India and create an Islamic ruled world. 
                LeT has multiple leaders, but the leading men are Hafiz Muhammad Saeed and MaulanaAbdul Wahid Kashmiri. Both the men and LeT are placed on terrorist lists in the United States, Pakistan, Britain, and India. LeT considers the United States, Israel, and India as its central enemies. In December 13, 2001 the group raided Indian Parliament killing fourteen people. They also dedicate their time tosuicide bombings, mass executions, and attacks on governments. LeT gains their strength from Pakistani supporters. Members of the group are veterans from previous wars. The Pakistan government froze all assets in banks and the LeT chose to make money by investing in legal businesses. 
The LeT has been able to talk through with several Islamist extremist organizations across India, and other places such as in J&K, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,Maharashtra and Gujarat. LeT is engaged with many activities in the States of Maharashtra,West Bengal, Bihar, Hyderabad, Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh at the instance of ISI (Inter-service- Intellegence) to expand the frontier of violence outside J&K by getting rid of frigal elements. From all the Pakistan terrorist groups, the LeT is the only group that has the support bases of across India. The terrorist group believes in the power of Islam and wants to create a world without ignorance.
Government
Lashkar-E-Toiba does not have a specific government. In fact the government cut themselves off of LeT and left it to Profesor Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, the first head leader of LeT. LeT was not the first terrorist group that Pakistan has housed. It was the ISI, otherwise known as Pakistani Inter-Service- Intelligence, who stepped in after the Russians left and the United States left Pakistan to fend for itself. The Taliban was the first military group formed, then later came LeT. Though it is a military group, they are also a terrorist group. In conclusion, as of now, there is no government in control of LeT.
The major groups in Pakistan is the Taliban and the LeT. The Taliban is the terrorist group responsible for many of the horrid attacks performed around the world. Their major targets include: the Christian world, the Jews, the Western Democracy, and the non- believer Muslims. LeT so far has only targeted India because of their interest in liberating Kashmir. LeT follows an extreme view of Islam.
Corruption in Pakistan impacts more of the political and economic part of the country. The fact that LeT is doing secret work in Pakistan and in parts of India, affects the Pakistani government’s reputation because they want to create peace for the people of Pakistan instead of raise trouble for religious reasons. Economically, the Pakistani government is in deep debt, after putting in 34 billion dollars on the war against terror. Yet, LeT has access to government weapons and money. With so much that the government of Pakistan has on mind, it is difficult for the government to keep up and trace their money.
Pakistan only has terrorist type of military help. Since World War II, Pakistan has tired to fight with the U.S. for their land. Once given the land, the United States turned the other cheek and terrorists formed for the country’s necessity of defense. Later on, the Taliban came to the rescue followed by the LeT. LeT tried to control and target India. Though none of the terrorist groups are part of the government anymore, it is as if they represent Pakistan for the manner in which they resolve problems. Pakistan should be able to ban all terrorist groups, but with still such little knowledge they have about LeT, the government cannot really have full control of the group. The influence of revenge is what helps LeT grow from the hiding and show that they are not acting upon a sense of foolery.
Rights and Responsibilities
Lashkar-e-Toiba operates in the mountains and valleys of Kashmir and Pakistan. The group is not affiliated with any government from either Pakistan or India, but is closely related to both countries. Kashmir is split between China, Pakistan, and India. Pakistan and India have had multiple wars over the control of Kasmir. The problems with Pakistan and India contribute to Lashkar-e-Toiba group’s success. 
Kashmir was once a Buddhist and Hindu country until 1349 when Shah Mir became the first Muslim ruler. One generation of Muslim leaders named Sikandar Butshikan killed the Hindus living in Kashmir. Lashkar-e-Toiba lives in the valleys of Kashmir because it is owned by Pakistan which is known for being an Islamic Republic. Living in the mountains also allows LeT to work without disturbance because it is hard to find. 
Lashkar-e-Toiba has problems with India because they own part of Kashmir. LeT also believes the land should become a Muslim State rather than a Buddhist or Hindu one. About eighty point five perfect of the Indian population practices Hinduism. Lashkar-e-Toiba’s plans are to protect the thirteen point four percent of Muslims living in India. In order to reach their goal of creating a world of Islam, Lashkar-e-Toiba needs to attract the Muslims of India and Pakistan. 
Terrorist problems continue to grow within Pakistan and the government cannot control all the problems. Terrorists grow within Pakistan because of the Shia’t and Sunni rivalry, easy access to weapons, and because of the past wars against Afghanistan communism. Lashkar-e-Toiba gains its funds from donations made by Kashmiri businessmen, Middle Eastern people, and most of it comes from Saudi Arabia. Lashkar-e-Toiba is able to collect money because they convince the Muslim people that Pakistan has lost its Islamic Republic rules. 
The Pakistan Constitution does not discriminate against other religions that are not Islamic. Non-Muslim religious people have suffrage and have the same human rights. The Pakistani people even have the Catholics to thank for the education system. The Catholic Board of Education create schools that are known for their prestige. The schools are also responsible for the ten percent increase of literacy from each new generation. 
Although the literacy rate has increased in Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Toiba does not see this is a proper school system. Lashkar-e-Toiba is a radical group that believes in the dominance and importance of Islam. The group stresses the importance of Islam to parents who then provide the group with money and their children to create sixteen Islamic institutions. Lashkar-e-Toiba also supports about one-hundred and thirty-five secondary schools. These schools implement the importance of Islam to the children. Ultimately Lashkar-e-Toiba is providing children with an Islamic education which will hopefully produce future Islamic warriors. 
Lashkar-e-Toiba also makes their bases sounds like a heaven on Earth. About twenty-five percent of the Pakistani population lives under the poverty line. There are plenty more who live along or slightly above the poverty line. Lashkar-e-Toiba bases have a hospital, market, schools with faculty members, fish farms, agricultural tracts, and an area of scholars. Lashkar-e-Toiba is able to take donations from the Middle East because they provide multiple institutions that many poor people could never have. They lure people to support them in order to continue to create their Islamic world dominance. 
Lashkar-e-Toiba does face challenges though. Lashkar-e-Toiba is threatened by the Pakistan and Indian governments because the countries do not force Muslim rules upon the people. About eighty percent of India is Hindu-believing and Pakistan allows other religions besides Islam. This threatens Lashkar-e-Toiba’s goal of Islamic dominance. Religious freedom in India and Pakistan is bad in the groups opinion which is why they perform jihad. Lashkar-e-Toiba also faces obstruction from other countries such as Israel, the United States and institutions like the United Nations because they are on a terrorist watch list. Any activity done by Lashkar-e-Toiba is considered a terrorist threat. 
Economic Challenges
 

Sources of Income
·         Originally, the LeT received money from public and private donations by holding fundraisers. A 2002 article states that “Every Friday lunchtime, as men gather at the mosques near Mardan for prayers, a Lashkar commander makes an impassioned speech about the fight in Kashmir and openly collects thousands of rupees in donations” (“Pakistan's Isi Playing Dangerous Game”)
·         LeT is also receives funding and materials from the ISI, the Pakistan intelligence agency who has shown “long-standing support for those it considers ‘freedom fighters’ in Kashmir” (“Extremist Groups Renew Activity in Pakistan”).
·         During a 2005 earthquake in Kashmir, the LeT took advantage of the of relief efforts by “harvest[ing] the goodwill generated by their quake relief efforts” (“Quake came as a boon for Lashkar leadership”). Basically, they stole relief funds sent to aid victims of the quake.
Pakistan is a major exporter of textiles (World Fact Book)
In Kashmir, the region the group operates out of, the main sources of income are:
·         Farming (rice, wheat, barley, oats among other crops)
·         Cashmere wool
·         Knitting and weaving as well as producing and exporting textiles
·         Tourism
 
Economic Overview
·         In the last few years, Pakistan has experienced a slowed economic growth causing an increase in unemployment
·         Instability in both the economic and political sectors on the country have caused a huge spike in inflation, as the Pakistani rupee went from 70.64 to one U.S. dollar in 2008 to 81.41 per one U.S. dollar in 2009, an increase of over 20 rupees from just four years before.
·         Pakistan imports $28.3 billion while it only exports $17.9 billion worth of goods
·         Pakistan is a huge exporter of textiles, but has recently had difficulties moving with worldwide demand, causing further economic instability
·         The country has had problems distributing electricity and constantly has shortages
 Employment
·         The LeT itself gathers recruits and requires them to undergo training courses, lasting anywhere from three weeks to three months.
·         In Azad Kashmir, the Pakistani controlled area of the region, 25.1% of the average household income comes from remittances, which is money sent home from workers working in another country.
·         Pakistan, as a country has a 15.2% unemployment rate with 24% of the population being under the poverty line, although it has been steadily decreasing since 2001 (The World Fact Book)
 
Education
·         The literacy rate in Azad Kashmir is 62%, the highest in the country ('Literacy Rate in Azad Kashmir nearly 62 pc') but only 2.2% of people there graduate. Out of those who can read, 63% are male, while only 36% are female.
·         Pakistan itself features a 50% literacy rate with a graduation rate of 2.6% (The World Fact Book)
Security
 Security and safety have always been questioned and people have always had mixed ideas about the situation in Pakistan. The Mountainous areas of Hunza, Gilgit, Chitral, Swat, Karakorum Highway & Skardu are very safe and there is no violence or major trouble in these areas. Tourism is main source of income in these areas and people want more and more tourists, so that the economic balance of the area can improve.
Resources
            Accumulatively 1442 terrorist attacks, incidents of political violence and border clashes took place in 2007. Out of 1442, there were 1306 terrorist attacks done by the local Taliban, Pakistani Jihadist and sectarian groups. On the borders with Afghanistan and Iran the security situation remained intense and 23 major clashes were reported during 2007. In response to 1306 terrorist attacks, the security forces conducted 61 counter terrorist attacks in “Federal Administrative Tribal Areas”, Swat and its adjoining areas and in Balochistan. The causalities remained higher compared with last two years, as 3448 persons got killed and 5353 injured in 2007. These casualty figures are 128% and 491.7% higher as compared with 2006 and 2005.
            Lt. General Ashfaq Pervez Kiyani has been promoted to four state general rank and appointed as Vice Chief Of Army Staff (VCOAS). Considered to be one of the top ranking officials, he is part of the security or army, which tries to keep Pakistan safe and maintain their lifestyle. Pakistan is today known for many things, but in the last 20 years, drug production and addiction has increasingly become just one of them.
The issue of drug addiction is often overlooked due to many of the country's other human development problems, such as poverty, illiteracy and lack of health care. But the fact is, drug abuse is rapidly growing in Pakistan. Pakistan is the worst victim of the drug trade in South Asia. Today, the country has the largest heroin consumer market in the south west Asia region. It wasn't always this way. Pakistan became a major exporter of heroin in the 1980s, following the arrival of Afghan refugees escaping the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
The major consequence of this has been a main increase in domestic consumption of heroin in Pakistan. Heroin was once a drug which was almost unknown in the country until the late 1970s. Today, Pakistan is not only one of the main exporters of heroin, it has also become an importer of drugs.
Crime in Pakistan is present in various forms. Organized crime includes drug trafficking, money laundering, forged Indian currency printing, extortion, murder for hire and fraud. Other criminal activities engage in human trafficking, corruption, black marketeering, political violence, terrorism, abduction etc.
Pakistan should not be able to test nuclear weapons, because it poses a serious threat to the neighboring regions. The Pakistani Taliban attacked what should have been some of the country’s best guarded targets. In the most shocking strike, ten gunmen penetrated the Army’s main headquarters, in Rawalpindi, triggering a 22 hour standoff that left 23 dead and the military embarrassed. Pakistan has been a nuclear power for two decades, and has an estimated eighty to a hundred warheads, scattered in facilities around the country. These bombs or nuclear weapons can be the start of a war, the destruction of a country and so on. Korea has a facilty of nuclear weapons, and these countries cause a lot of tension and if they decide they should use force, the results can be catastrophic.
In the 1970s Afghanistan was discovered to have a great variety of mineral resources. The main resources that were targeted were iron, coal, ore, copper ore, and gemstones. Many natural gas fields are spread throughout the majority of Afghanistan. The exporting of oil has been a major issue for Afghanistan. In the 1990’s the amount of oil and gas being exported has decreased.

            Pakistan's principal natural resources are land, water, and natural gas reserves. Agriculture helps employ about 42% of the labor force. The most important crops are cotton, wheat, rice, sugarcane, fruits, and vegetables. Pakistan exports rice, fish, fruits, and vegetables and imports vegetable oil, wheat, cotton, and consumer foods. 
Pakistan has extensive energy resources, including fairly sizable natural gas reserves, some proven oil reserves, coal, and large hydropower potential. However, exploitation of energy resources has been slow due to a shortage of capital and domestic and international political constraints. For instance, domestic gas and petroleum production totals only about half the country's energy needs, and dependence on imported oil contributes to Pakistan's persistent trade deficits and shortage of foreign exchange. The government announced that privacy for the oil and gas sector is crucial.

The main natural resources of India are iron ore, bauxite, and copper ore. India is one of the major producers of iron in the world. A quarter of all mining is carried out in the southern part of Orissa. Gold, silver, and diamonds make up a small part of other natural resources available in India. The gemstones are found in Rajasthan. The major portion of the energy in India is generated from coal. It is estimated that India has around 120 billion tons of coal in reserve, enough to last for around 120 years. Huge reserves of petroleum have been found off the coast of Maharashtra and Gujarat.

 

Electrical energy generated by hydroelectric power, coal, and nuclear energy. Half of the hydroelectric power is generated by snowfield reservoirs high up in the Himalayas. Huge dams have also been built across many major rivers to produce electricity and water for irrigation. In villages around India, people use wood or dried cow-dung cakes as fuel for cooking and heating water. The demand for firewood and the increasing population is affecting the existing forests. It is estimated each year 3.7 million acres of forest are cut down to provide timber, paper pulp and firewood.

 

Religion
During the last years of the Cold War a fundamental Islamic group called Lashkar-e-Toiba, also known as Jamaat-ul-Dawah, was formed in the mountains of the Kunar province in Afghanistan. Lashkar-e-Toiba means the “Army of the Pure” and is a perfect name for a group who wants people to convert into the Islamic religion. During the hardships of the Cold War and the problems that Afghanistan was facing due to its gun to gun conflict with the former Soviet Union, Lashkar-e-Toiba formed so that Central Asian countries could turn to Islam and unite as one in order to fight against evil. The brains and heart of Lashkar-e-Toiba is scholar of Islam, Hafiz Muhammad Saeed. Hafiz Muhammad Saeed wishes to have the world become an entire state of Islam, but is slowly working his way through Central Asia first. Lashkar-e-Toiba is an intelligent group, which has a specific order on how they wish to convert entire countries into Islam. First, they want to start to convert all of Central Asia but since it is not an easy task, they are trying to begin with Pakistan and India.
            In 1993, the first act of terrorism and presence from the Lashkar-e-Toiba was when 12 Pakistani and Afghan mercenaries infiltrated the Line of Control, which is an Indian and Pakistani military controlled border that enters Kashmir. Lashkar-e-Toiba wants to control the small country of Kashmir because the entire country can be used as their base. The location of Kashmir is between Pakistan, India, and China.  For now, the Lashkar-e-Toiba is based in Muridke, Pakistan.  Muridke is a major commercial city in Pakistan, which benefits the Lashkar-e-Toiba because that is how they get their funding for weapons, supplies, and support.
            Lashkar-e-Toiba is not alone, groups like the Taliban, Al Qaeda, and Ikhwan-ul-Musalmeen of Egypt, Sikh Youth Federation, and other Arab groups believe religion is the most important factor. The Lashkar-e-Toiba believes that Islam gives them the power to accomplish their goals and defeat “evil” in any way. To them, the ends justify the means. Lashkar-e-Toiba is not a tolerant group when it comes to other religions. For example, there is a major conflict between India and Lashkar-e-Toiba because India’s majority religion is Hinduism. The Lashkar-e-Toiba fights against other religions because they believe they have the right to use force to enforce their beliefs. India, Pakistan, the United States, and Britain are the four major enemies of the Lashkar-e-Toiba. The Lashkar-e-Toiba is outlawed in India because of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. On January 12, of 2002 Gen., Pervez Musharraf banned the Lashkar-e-Toiba from Pakistan.  Also, the Lashkar-e-Toiba was added as a Foreign Terrorist Organization in the United States Government Terrorist Exclusion list on December 5, 2001.  Britain banned the Lashkar-e-Toiba on March 30, 2001. Finally, even the U.N. proscribed the Lashkar-e-Toiba in May 2005. Named as a group of terrorists bothers Lashkar-e-Toiba. They consider these countries they enemies. Since the Lashkar-e-Toiba feel they have a divine right to achieve their goal through any means necessary, religion comes first and everyone who opposes them is “evil”.
             Lashkar-e-Toiba has become a powerful group that slowly is accomplishing their goals.  As National Security Adviser, M. K. Narayanan said "The Lashkar today has emerged as a very major force.  It has connectivity with west Asia, Europe....Actually there was a LeT module broken in Virginia and some people were picked up.  It is as big as an omnipotent as al Qaeda in every sense of the term." Lashkar-e-Toiba has proven that they are serious about what they want.
