Afghanistan Briefing Paper
A. Introduction
Afghanistan is a nation of over 250 years of age, a nation of over 250,000 miles, a nation of over 28 million people, and a nation of great historical significance. However, it has not always played the best role in history. It is, and historically has been, a nation of internal and external turmoil. Its government faces severe corruption, its security is horribly insecure, and its future, accordingly, is uncertain. The economy is highly illegal, as drug-trafficking is prevalent; however, many of its 28 million inhabitants see none of the money from that prolific trade, as it is kept in the hands of the tribal warlords. Water is scarce in the region, leaving many of its inhabitants suffering through dehydration. Islam is our nation’s most prevalent religion, and it is also the root of many of its problems. Extremists fight against one another in the country, and externally, the Taliban and Al Qaeda extremists attack American “infidels.” Because of these extremists, international forces have entered the country and begun fighting the insurgency. Many, though, are too scared to even enter the southern part of the country, where most of the insurgency exists. The country is currently in a state of anarchist turmoil, as no one can tame the Afghani beast. 
B. Key Points


1. Political Relationships Rapport among South Asian countries


2. State Building


3. Economic Development


4. Corruption


5. Human Rights


6. Regional Security


7. Conflict-specifically Pakistan split

C. Background

Sitting at the base of the Tigris and Euphrates, Afghanistan has been at the center of Middle Eastern operations for thousands of years, lending to its diversity and development.  Although many cultures have lent to the culture that persists in modern Afghanistan, the major influence was provided during the Persian and Arab invasions.  Afghanistan has been the center for major empires for two millennia, until in the nineteenth century it broke free from Russian and British binds and declared its independence as a nation.


The first major civilization in Afghanistan was under the Persian Empire around 728 B.C. as the Medes, an ancient Iranian people, settled in the area.  The Persians persisted in the area for many years, spreading major Buddhist values, until the Seleucid Empire, a Hellenistic empire of Alexander the Great, took over as the Seleucid Empire dissolved, majorly from civil war, around 100 B.C.  The last Indo-Greek king of Afghanistan was defeated around 10 A.D.  The next major civilization did not solidify until much later in 642 A.D. when the Islamic conquests began.  


By 642 Arabs had taken over most of Persia and expanded their conquests into Afghanistan.  Taking place only 5 years after the death of Muhammad, Islamic values were extremely strong among the Arab people.  Throughout the 7th century the Arab armies made their way through the country spreading Islam adamantly.  Throughout the eighth century and ninth century the Arabs controlled the land and during this time the culture of Afghanistan that would prevail for much of its future was solidified, as most of the inhabitants of the lands adopted Sunni Islam.  


After this point many Empires conquered and controlled the land, including the Mongols and their Timurid dynasty around 1370, the Mughal Empire from 1526 to 1738, and then multiple Pashtun empires until 1826 when the Europeans came to conquer the land.  The European influence on Afghanistan is a major factor on its present condition.    Britain was concerned about Russia’s growing reign in Central Asia as well as Persia’s growing influence.  Entering the land they fought in three Anglo-Afghan wars and this activity in the 19th century greatly influenced Afghan culture.  In the historic 1919 Treaty of Rawalpindi, the British relinquished control of the area effectively establishing Afghanistan’s independence. 


After their independence, King Amanullah Khan decided to end his countries isolation, introducing his country to the world stage.  He had diplomatic relations with most of Europe and Turkey which helped modernize Afghanistan.   Many of his more controversial decisions, such as amendments to Afghanistan’s constitution that introduced education and women’s right, were not received well and resulted in his overthrow in 1929.  


The Kings who reigned after Amanullah Khan were all very weary of not letting their explorations of political freedom stretch to far because they knew what the consequences could be.  However, it was only a matter of time before the royal family was overthrown.  Mohammad Sardar Daoud Khan staged a non-violent coup in 1973 to establish to Republic of Afghanistan.  Daoud also played a major role in modernizing Afghanistan, mainly by cooperating with the United States and Russia.  His progressive politics were enough to enrage the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, who then staged a military coup to assassinate Daoud and replace him with the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan in 1978.  


The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan was very close with the Soviet Union.  Many of their policies mirrored that of the Soviets and the influence on the country was major.  One major move that they made was establishing the economic independence of Afghanistan.  However, they were only recognized by a handful of other countries as they were still very young and volatile.  Their major role in Afghanistan was to incite the Civil Wars of the 18th-20th century.  


The foundation for the Afghan Civil Wars was the United State’s entry into Kabul in the 70’s when they saw that this action may weaken their Cold War enemies, the Soviets.  This enraged many of the previously ambivalent citizens around Kabul and violence was omnipotent.  Seeing these actions the Soviets crushed the Afghan uprising and reformed the government with stringent policy.  In the eighties, disdain for the Soviets powerful rule of the area was resisted by Osama Bin Laden and his young rebel organization, Al-Qaeda.  By 1989, the Soviets surrendered and left the area, but their influence on the Afghanistan culture was undeniable.  The state that they the country in was perhaps the largest factor in forming the modern country.


After the Soviets left Afghanistan, Civil War consumed the twentieth century.  The Islamic roots of the country were still strong and as the Islamic Jihad Council was formed the world began to see what would become modern Afghanistan.  The Taliban soon controlled more than 95% of the country by the dawn of the new millennium.  Warlords reigned in the volatile country that Afghanistan had become and it was only a matter of time before drastic consequences resulted from this unstable culture.  The precarious condition of the country eventually led to the September 11, 2001 attack on the United States.


After this point we find ourselves in the modern era; from 2001-2010 the United States has entered Afghanistan and is attempting to reform it with democratic policy.  It is clear that the aforementioned events left a very strong Islamic culture in the area because the United States has had much difficulty and opposition in their attempts.  Hamid Karzai, elected in 2004 and then re-elected in 2009, is the President of the country and attempts to hold together the country by dealing with disputes such as the Kashmir conflict, terrorist insurgencies, and United State’s involvement.  


Afghanistan is a country with powerful roots.  They are steadfast in their culture and are not willing to let that aspect of their country change easily.  Poverty and violence are major problems in the area as Western assistance is majorly rejected.  This complex history has left Afghanistan as an independent, strong-cultured, and often volatile nation.

D. Issues

Governance

· Over the past one hundred years Afghanistan has been ruled by almost every system of government including a monarchy, republic, theocracy, and communist state.

· Since 2001 the U.S. has been active in Afghanistan and trying to make it a democratic country

· In 2004 the nation adopted a new constitution and the Hamid Karzai became the first Afghani president to be elected democratically.  He was re-elected in 2009.  The country is now an Islamic Republic.

· In the 2004 elections, more than 10 million Afghans were registered to vote.  There were 18 candidates, and the 17 that did not get elected accused Hamid Karzai of fraud.  An investigation found that there was fraud but said it didn’t change the outcome of the election.

· Unfortunately the 2009 elections had a bad voter turnout.  It also had low security, intimidation, and a lot of electoral fraud.  The U.S. and allies convinced Afghanistan to have a run-off two months later between Karzai and his leading opponent, Abdullah Abdullah; however, Abdullah refused to run again because a transparent election wasn’t an option.

· It has a parliament, which was elected in 2005.  Ironically 28% of the delegates are women, making Afghanistan one of the countries with the most female representation.  The parliament or national legislature is a bicameral body called the National Assembly, which is made up of the House of the People and the House of the Elders.

· Their judicial branch consists of a Supreme Court whose members are elected by the president.  The Supreme Court is unfortunately still controlled by fundamentalist religious figures that banned a candidate in the 2004 presidential election because he questioned polygamy laws.  They have also limited female rights and overstepped their powers by delivering rulings on cases which had yet to be brought to the court.

· All of this is very new (2004) and monumental for Afghanistan.

· Political parties are not legally recognized and candidates must run as independents, but parties can support candidates.  Some of the major political parties are United National Front, New Afghanistan Party, National Islamic Movement of Afghanistan, and Islamic Society.

· Most of the Afghani population is Iranian, specifically Pashtun (largest ethnic group) or Tajik (second largest ethnic group.)  The third largest ethnic group is the Hazaras.

· Islam is the leading religion with 99% of the population identifying with it.  Sunni, the largest branch of Islam, claims 80% of the country’s population.  The other 1% of the population is split between Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and Judaism.  There is actually only one know remaining Jewish person, Zablon Simintov.

· In 2009 Afghanistan slipped 3 places to a 1.3 on the Transparency International’s Index making it the world’s second most-corrupt country. (The first is Somalia.)

· Corruption definitely impacts politics as seen in the 2004 and 2009 elections.  The U.S. ambassador in Kabul has expressed deep concerns about sending more U.S. troops into Afghanistan until the government starts to curb the corruption and mismanagement.  Several aspects of the government such as Interior, Education and Health are believed to be corrupt.  A report published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2010 reported that 23% of Afghanistan’s GDP supports bribery.

· During the Cold War, Afghanistan was taken over by the Soviet Union.  With the help of the U.S., Afghanistan was able to push the Soviets out in 1989.  Afghanistan was then forgotten by the U.S. and left in ruins, allowing the Taliban to take over.

· There are two civil-military forces operating in Afghanistan at present: The International Security Assistance Force led by the British and the U.S. coalition force.  Recently U.S. and Afghan officials have agreed on a new strategy, the Community Defense Initiative, to give money to the Afghan villages for starting up “neighborhood watch” programs to protect themselves from Taliban insurgents.  This encourages Afghan tribal leaders to form their own militias.  The U.S. military is supervising the plan.  This will hopefully allow the U.S. military to focus its efforts on other more pressing matters.  President Obama has recently decided to send 40,000 more troops into Afghanistan.

Security
The insecurity of government

· President Hamid Karzai is not in control of “his” country. Afghanistan is a land of fighting, civil unrest, and corruption. Karzai himself even takes part in the corruption: Despite the fact that he pledged to curb corruption in the country after his 2004 election, his people stuffed ballots and threatened voters in last Augusts’ election to influence—strongly influence—his reelection. 
· Moreover, his tenure as president has done nothing to help curb the widespread violence, drug-trafficking, and terrorism. In fact, he employs some of the people that are at the source of the problem. He has granted them the spoils of office that he accrued after the 2004 election, not only granting them amnesty in this new “governmental” system, but also granting them power in the nation-state. According to Barnett R. Rubin, a senior fellow at the Center of International Cooperation, two Pashtuns (members of the Northern Alliance, a warlord group) have been a part of Karzai’s cabinet, and oversee two “core state-building jobs.” 
· Thus, his administration has not accomplished much throughout his tenure, and the prognosis is bleak for his current term. He has made promises, yes, but he made promises before. The country has hardly changed. 

· How can a country that has unstable, corrupt leaders ever be stable? Well, the Afghanis would argue that the “leaders” are mostly irrelevant in governing the country anyway. And there lies the center of the problem. According to acclaimed journalist Ahmed Rashid, “many Afghans see President Hamid Karzai as an increasingly forlorn figure, trapped in the presidential palace as events spin out of his control.” 
The power struggle

· The warlords are the ones in control of the country in essence. The UN Security Council recognizes that “five distinct leadership centers of the insurgency can be indentified”: “a Taliban northern command active in Afghanistan’s northeastern provinces, a Taliban eastern command, and a Taliban southern command, as well as separate fronts established by two Taliban allies,” according to Ahmed Rashid.

· Taliban is centered in Quetta, Pakistan (just 80 miles from the Afghan border). They have great power of intimidation and have control over the people. Some members of the warlord group are even involved in the governmental system.

· 20 to 30 years ago, the government left its people poor and without means of structure so that they would be unwilling to fight against the government. However, “what has happened over the past 20 to 30 years is that the society’s capacity for resistance has increased, at least militarily, as the capacity of the already weak state decreased.” The Taliban took control—so much, in fact, that they even tried spearheading attempts to rebuild state institutions. They overtook governmental projects.

· The Taliban is so influential in the country that they influenced voters in the country. Karzai and his corrupt regime employed them in his August 2009 election (The election was later deemed void and a reelection was called for November, but his contender dropped out because he knew that the same malpractice would take place.). According to Rubin, “free and fair elections are impossible if a large number of unaccountable people with guns are intimidating citizens.”

· A large Taliban center is at the Afghan-Pakistani border. There, the Pashtun tribe (which has a couple of its members in Karzai’s administration) reside. According to Rashid, “it has become the world’s ‘terrorism central,’ a base area where once again terrorist attacks worldwide are planned.”

· Pakistan is not willing to curb the terrorism effort. They allow an escape for Taliban and Al Qaeda insurgents at the Afghan-Pakistani border. When the NATO fought a Taliban offensive in the summer of 2006, they were surprised by over 1,000 insurgents, armed with weapons presumably acquired in Pakistan. Pakistan readily gives the Taliban and Al Qaeda shelter whenever they’re in need: After their 2001 defeat, they retreated into Pakistan, a nation that has supported the group since 1994.

· Indian influence is beginning to come to fruition as well, but Pakistan is attempting to fight that, as the Afghan territory is a battlefield for power from these different nation-states. The Pakistani military has allowed “Talibanization” to take place along the border of their nations to prevent the increasing Indian power in Afghanistan.  According to Rashid, “A Talibanized Pashtun belt will owe first loyalty to Islamabad rather than Kabul, and will counter growing Indian influence in Afghanistan, which Pakistan sees as a threat to its security.

The economics of security

· There is hardly a legal economy in the nation, as much of the economy is propelled by the heroin and poppy grown in the nation. They have over $3 billion worth of heroin, yet the economy is still drained. The warlords and tribes accrue all of the profit, leaving the country’s citizens in poverty. 

· Because the economy is an illegal one, it has no regulations or tariffs put on it to keep the economy a nationalized one (as if the Karzai regime could enforce those, anyway). The commerce in the nation, which mostly consists of drug trafficking, is transnational. Afghanistan is essentially a highway for its bordering nations’ drug trade. Accordingly, the other countries’ warlords and tribes have control over the nation to some extent.

· A legal economy must be established to stabilize the country. Political and economic stability are directly related.

International Intervention

· The Bonn Agreement that was made directly after 9-11 has hardly helped to solve the Afghani problems at the root. International support has not come as much as it has been needed, as the United States occupied Iraq for a period of 6 years.
· Afghanistan hasn’t accrued the funds necessary for reconstruction, yes, but the problem is deeper than that. The government doesn’t have the power to establish those institutions. Because the government doesn’t have the funds, they rely on the drug-dealing warlords for the funds and ability to establish the institutions. 
· The Bonn agreement said nothing about establishing a police force, a big aspect in stabilization. Instead, the International Security Assistance Force is playing the part, but has only done half of its job. It’s only made Kabul somewhat workable for the government, and “people…who are not from the militarily dominant groups still sometimes feel insulted and intimidated on the streets of Kabul.” Because the factional forces still exist, the commanders in the city have been able to “create a wholly new war economy, a parallel economy of seizing land, taking over businesses, shaking down business owners, and burglarizing homes. The street crime eventually becomes linked to the criminalized political presence in the city,” according to Rubin.
· US troops, now that they have moved into Afghanistan widespread, face opposition even from the citizens of Afghanistan. They don’t trust the American forces quite yet, as they fear the wrath of the Taliban and Al Qaeda forces.
Economic Challenges

· Influential drug dealers in the Helmand Valley make billions of dollars in profits annually

· Before 2006 the Taliban protected the opium industry for an exchange of $60-100 million annually.

· “Since the mid-nineteenth century, central governments of Afghanistan have relied on foreign subsidies to help them finance their governments, equip their armies, and build infrastructure without taxing their own people.” The Roots of Failure in Afghanistan

· After 2001, foreign donors began to distribute aid directly to projects that they themselves planned.  This took power from the central government because it couldn’t rule through a system of patronage.

· Money pledged to the country seems large, but will not nearly be enough to match improvement expectations of the people.

· “In March 2008 the Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan Relief estimated that, of the $15 billion in reconstruction assistance given to Afghanistan since 2001, ‘a staggering 40 percent has returned to donor countries in corporate profits and consultant fees.’” The Roots of Failure in Afghanistan

· Afghanistan has one of the least-educated and poorest populations in the world and was like that even before wars began in 1978.

· 75 percent of aid funds have been distributed outside of the Afghani government.  This has allowed large construction projects to be completed quickly, but has increased security costs, and reduced the projects’ economic benefits by failing to provide local job opportunities.

· The lack of other job options has helped to build the opium industry, which accounted for more than a third of Afghanistan’s gross domestic product in 2007 ($4 billion).

· The people of Afghanistan are in desperate need of infrastructure such as roads, electricity, natural gas supplies, waterworks, and sewage plants.

· Afghanistan for the past 120 years has held an isolationist economic view.  This has left the country in poverty, with untapped natural resources, and without economic investments for other countries.

· Recently, China has shown interest in the natural resources economic opportunity of Afghanistan.  China has pledged $3 billion a year for 30 years to develop one of Afghanistan’s largest untapped copper deposits.

Resources

· The country of Afghanistan harbors many valuable natural resources such as gemstones, gold, copper, coal, iron and copper ore, and natural gas.  However, the government did not start capitalizing on its resources until the 1960’s.  Gemstones, coal, iron ore, and copper ore began to be exploited in the 1970’s and recently significant oil reserves have been discovered in the north.

· The plant and animal life is unique to the ruff and rugged terrain found in Afghanistan.  The climate is considered very harsh because it is a land of extremes.  It boasts a very dry climate with either very hot or very cold temperatures.  Barren steppe covers a large portion of the north and southwest where very little vegetation can grow.  In the mountains however, wild hazelnut, almond, and pistachio trees are abundant.  The country is also home to many endangered species of animals such as the leopard and snow leopard, the goitered gazelle, and the Bactrian deer.  

· When the soviets invaded in 1979, they tried to export some of Afghanistan’s resources to the USSR.  They set up a pipeline across the Amu Darya to transport natural gas from Afghanistan to the USSR but the Afghan insurgents eventually made the process to difficult and the transportation ceased.

· The people of Afghanistan have done considerable damage to their natural resources provided by the landscape.  As a cheap fuel source, trees and shrubs have been cut down across the country and deforestation has taken place on a massive scale.  Also overgrazing of cattle has led to soil erosion.  Historical records show that Afghanistan used to be covered in forest.  Now only barren strips of land and shrubs remain.

Rights and Responsibilities

· Human Rights: Human rights in Afghanistan are often separated into Taliban government human rights and post-Taliban human rights. Afghanistan under the Taliban was renowned for its many human rights abuses; however, government post-Taliban has seemed almost unwilling to begin further protecting human rights. 
· Post Taliban: In 2001, the Independent Afghan Human Rights Commission was created by the Bonn Agreement. This commission is meant to investigate the causes and effects of war crimes and human rights violations. In 2004, the Afghan Constitution instituted an Independent Afghan Human Rights Commission. However, many non-government organizations have claimed that human rights abuses are occurring in different branches of the Afghan government. However, reconstruction and other situations have made it harder to fully understand the human rights situation there.
· Specific Human Rights Violations: The majority of the human rights violations in Afghanistan have to do with war crimes and their punishments. Different sectors and organizations of Afghanistan have been accused of torturing prisoners, and other human rights violations. For instance, local Afghan militias are suspected to practice abduction and arbitrary killings in their practices. Afghanistan’s National Security Agency has also been accused of torturing prisoners and journalists at the prisons that it runs, and these prisons are typically overcrowded and unsanitary. Displaced Pashtuns in the North are kept from returning to their homes by rapes and property destruction carried out by warlords. Other human rights violations are also rampant, including human trafficking and child labor. 
· Specific Human Rights Positives: The Afghan Constitution has taken great leaps and bounds in the area of human rights. It ensures both free education and healthcare for citizens, which is impressive when considering how difficult it has been for the U.S. to agree and institute a type of nationalized health care. Other rights that we practice here in the U.S., like the rights to life, liberty, property, and free speech, are also guaranteed by the Constitution. 
· Civil Rights: The Afghan Constitution provides Afghan citizens with many of the same rights that we have here in the U.S. According to the constitution, all citizens (all nationalities, and for both men and women), rights are equal and universal. All citizens have the right to life, liberty, and property protected by the constitution. They are also protected from torture, and are afforded the rights of peaceful assembly and expression of speech. They are also protected by their version of what we call due process rights: after being accused of a crime, they must be informed of their rights, they can be represented by a person to speak for them, and they are protected by the idea of “innocent until proven guilty.” 
· Shia Family Law: Affects only the Shia denomination of people in Afghanistan. That is a group of people totaling about 6 million. Shia’s are a large denomination in Islam, second only to Sunni Islam. Is controversial, because it only affects Shia and not Sunni or other denominations. 
· Women’s Rights: Women are protected equally under the law under the Constitution in Afghanistan. However, like human rights in general, there is a stark difference in women’s rights from during Taliban control and in today’s government. Although there are still obstacles in the way of women’s rights developments, Afghanistan has come a long way overall. 
· During Taliban Rule: To be brief, during Taliban rule, women had virtually no rights. The Taliban’s idea of “keeping women safe” was confining them indoors pretty much at all times. There were severe restrictions on virtually everything in women’s lives, which kept them inside and generally meant that they couldn’t work or have jobs. 
· Post Taliban: Women are now able to work outside the home, participate politically, whether it is voting or holding office, and certain government positions require a certain number of females to serve in those positions. 
· Negative Aspects of Post Taliban Rule: Many Islamic extremists that seem to not condone these new women’s rights are still a part of the Supreme Court. Many rulings from the Supreme Court, then, seem to undermine new developments in women’s rights. 
· Shia Family Law: In May 2009, President Hamid Karzai passed this controversial law, and the part on sexual relations during marriage made it a strongly debated topic globally. The law is said to condone apparent “spousal rape,” as well as child marriage. It also allows for purdah, or the separation of women from men, to be placed on married women. Although in April of 2009 Karzai came out to say that he would review the legislation and try to change it, it has been rumored that he has been trying to gain support from other Afghan legislators. 
· Economic and Social Rights: The population is beginning to feel frustrated by the lack of economic opportunities. They are counting on energy exports to generate needed revenue. The economy has improved since the fall of the Taliban in 2001, which is contributed mostly to aid from other countries. Economic and Social Rights are constantly challenged by the high crime rate and weak governance. 
· Poverty: 

· In 2010, 40% of the population is under the poverty line in Afghanistan
· Official unemployment rate is 40%
· How Poverty Is Being Addressed: Energy exports are expected to bring in more revenue. The large amounts of natural gas and petroleum that Afghanistan is producing are expected to aid it in its reconstruction processes, as well as to provide much-needed jobs and economic opportunities for citizens. Other reports show that Afghanistan has a large wealth of precious metals, and at the price of $1.2 billion per year from the United States, the mining of these materials will provide jobs for 3,000 Afghan citizens. 
· Health Care: Afghanistan was on route to improve and have a semi-advanced health care system before the Afghan wars in 1978. After the ensuing civil war, health care was only available in urban areas. The Taliban actually made some improvements in health care, but the biggest downfall was that there was no health care provided for women. In 2002, the Islam Republic began to greatly improve the health care system. International aid was used, and health care became available to women. 
· Access: Provisions in the Constitution are made to provide free health care for all citizens. This now includes women, for the first time since 1996. However, Afghanistan is considered to be one of the least developed countries in the world, and the infant mortality rate is very high. This is an indication that the health care system in Afghanistan still has a long way to go before it can fully serve the public and its needs.
· Cost: In the Constitution, health care is meant to be a free service that can be accessed by all Afghan citizens.
· Standard: Afghanistan continues to have a high death rate for both infants and adults. Women die all the time from complications with pregnancy, which is something that health care in more advanced countries, like the United States, has already learned to deal with. 70% of the population doesn’t have clean water to drink, so obviously, sanitation problems in addition to a striving new government have become hurdles in the development of a more improved health care system. Overall, the standard of health care is very low, but the international aid that Afghanistan is receiving has helped the health care industry to grow and improve by leaps and bounds since 2002.
·  Education: Education has improved greatly since the fall of the Taliban; however, there are still many obstacles standing in the way of education. 
· Lack of funding
· Unsafe School Buildings 
· Cultural Norms
· Lack of Female Teachers
· Some parents refuse to let their daughter me taught by men
· Positive Steps in Education: Higher Level Education
· After the fall of the Taliban, Kabul University and other higher-level schools re-opened their doors, and taught both men and women.
· Access: Although both boys and girls are allowed to attend school, many women do not receive the opportunity. The literacy rate for the country overall is 34%, but the literacy rate for women is a mere 10%.
· Standard: Like many other aspects in Afghanistan right now, education has come a long way since the fall of the Taliban, but it is still at a low standard as compared to other countries. However, the standard of higher education has been a great improvement, and they are currently trying to implement a military school, to educate Afghan soldiers.
· Press: 

· Press under the Taliban: Highly restricted. For a year, TV was shut down, and the materials that newspapers could print were restricted as well. There was only one radio station, and it had only propaganda and religious aspects; no music. 
· Press after the Taliban: After the fall of the Taliban, press restrictions were slowly relaxed. The Constitution promotes free expression. There has been a great influx of new radio stations and publications. Censorship is now banned. Restrictions are limited to defaming individuals or producing material that is contrary to Islam. From the Afghan Constitution: 
· “Every Afghan shall have the right to express thoughts through speech, writing, illustrations as well as other means in accordance with provisions of this constitution. Every Afghan shall have the right, according to provisions of law, to print and publish on subjects without prior submission to state authorities. Directives related to the press, radio and television as well as publications and other mass media shall be regulated by law."
· Freedom of Protest: Afghanistan now, under the new Constitution, fosters the right to a freedom of peaceful petition. “Freedom of expression is inviolable.” 
· Free Speech: Afghanistan has the right to free speech under its constitution. They have freedom of expression, which includes speech. 
Religion and Identity

· Afghanistan’s long history goes back at least a hundred thousand years to the beginning of civilization.  Many scholars believe the first mention of the region of modern-day Afghanistan can be found in the Avesta, the religious text of the Zoroastrians.  The Avesta is the first text to establish the duality of good vs. evil.

· Afghanistan is considered the birthplace of Zoroaster and the Avesta, Gandhara Buddhism, the Roshaniya cult, and the Bektashi, Mevlevi, and Chishti Sufi orders.

·  “Afghans are all Mahomedans of the Suni sect, and according to the Afghan history they are all descended from the Israelites...some descended from the Commander in Chief of King Solomon’s army, and others from Jeremiah the son of Saul.” Afghanistan from Antiquity to the 1960’s

· Afghanistan’s geographic location makes it a cultural crossroads.  From Afghanistan, both Nestorian Christianity and Indian Buddhism arrived in China. For almost 900 years, Afghanistan was home to both Buddhist and Hindu faiths, until the arrival of Achaemenian Cyrus II the Great in the sixth century BCE.

· Afghanistan has always had a fiercely independent and nationalistic identity.  Afghani people are loyal to their tribal areas and throughout history have fought to maintain their own form of independence and freedom.

· Buddhism flourished in the region from around AD 78-144 under the rule of King Kanishka and the Kushans.

· The fifth to seventh centuries marked an era of Buddhist pilgrimage to major religious centers and an overall decline of Buddhism in the region.

· The eight to tenth centuries were characterized by Hindu influence from the south and the reign of the Hindu-Shahi Dynasty in Kabul.

· The Graeco-Buddhist society ended in 651 with the introduction of Islam by Arab armies.

· Islam met strong resistance from the Afghani people.  It wasn’t firmly established until nearly 870 with the rule of the Saffarids.

· Later, around 1219, Genghis Khan attempted to dislodge Islam from the region, but by the end of the century even his own descendents were Muslim.

· Fast-forward to the late nineteenth century and the region is subject to Russian and British “mystical imperialism,” which sought to create a syncretistic cultlike foreign policy with the overarching goal of uniting the various religious factions and cultures.

· During this period of attempted conquering, numerous spiritual cults and societies were formed that bolstered regional Afghani defenses.  This intense regional loyalty also enhanced dividing lines between the people of Afghanistan.

· During the time of British and Russian mystical imperialism, Germany launch a holy was calling for Muslim uprising.

· After WWI, Britain found enemies in the nationalists and secular left and allied with radical Islamists.  Destabilization in the area would eventually lead to the birth of uncontrollable religious radicals and the formation of such groups as the Taliban and Al Qaeda.

· Mullah Omar and the Taliban took over Kabul in 1996.  Osama bin-Laden came shortly after and stayed in Kabul as a guest of the Taliban.

· The Taliban fell in December 2001.   A new moderate Islamic constitution was adopted in January 2004.

· This extensive history of religion and its marriage to foreign conquerors in Afghanistan has contributed to the peoples’ identity as strong fighters and loyalists.  It has contributed to cultural and economic isolationism in the past one hundred years and is the root of many internal conflicts today.

· Most Afghani people can be considered to have organizational and national identity in that they are proud to be Afghan when compared to other nationalities, but when compared to other Afghanis they take pride in their own tribal backgrounds.

· Religious extremism has a stronghold in Afghanistan due to the establishment of the Taliban in the nineties and construction of many extremist schools for young boys.

· Religion, whether extreme or moderate, is an integral part of Afghani life.  Islamic law is the basis for the national constitution and plays a huge role in Afghani day-to-day life.  Conservative an extreme Islamic laws help maintain the status quo and keep the country from progressing through the limitation of education and human rights.

· In every part of South Asia, religion plays an important role in the everyday lives of people and in government policies, not to mention is in part responsible for much fighting and violence.  As countries in turmoil move to amend constitutions and elect new leaders, religious law will continue to influence government policies and individual life. 
Kashmir

· It is commonly held that India, Pakistan, and China are the countries feuding over the land known by the name of Kashmir.  In Afghanistan we despise the conflict.  We are the forgotten party in this dispute; we also share a border with the Northern Regions of this land and yet we are not considered in the proceedings involving it.

· The citizens of our country have mixed views concerning the Kashmir conflict.  Many religious Afghans do not recognize Pakistan as a legitimate country.  While they respect the Hindustani Muslim religion of the people in Pakistan, Islam is based on justice and Pakistan is a “stolen land,” therefore they cannot validate it as a nation.  The majority however are of the opinion that Pakistan is not an enemy.   

· Many believe that Pakistan is more supportive of Afghanistan’s involvement than India is, because they see that India’s history involves mass-murder of Muslims in the Kashmir area.  Many of the extremist Muslims in Afghanistan used to embrace India.  

· As a matter of fact, one of the reasons that many Afghanis were so adamant in their opposition of America under Bin-Laden was because of India’s role in the Kashmir conflict.  In Osama Bin Laden’s 2002 “Letter to American People” he stated that Al-Qaeda was involved in Kashmir simply to support the Indian cause there, which Americans rejected.  

· However, as recently as 2009, Al-Qaeda’s military commander has threatened to go to war with India if they attempt to attack Pakistani lands ever again.  The bottom line is that both countries (India and Pakistan) have a small base of supporters in Afghanistan for religious reasons but the majority would like to see the conflict end so that peace could be restored to our country.

· It is understood that our country has somewhat of an open war economy.  We thrive off of the production of wartime materials and we cannot deny this factor in the Kashmir conflict.  We benefit from the dealings that this wartime situation presents us.  However, this would not be a necessary evil if Pakistan were to take national interest in our plight, put aside their hatred, establish legitimate business interest in our country, and thereby ease economic and security concerns.

· Also, let it be noted that, almost unanimously, Afghani people and officials have embraced China without conflict.  China is pumping millions of dollars into our country to help us economically and our bond is strong with their leaders.

· The governmental view of the Kashmir conflict is much more clear-cut than the divergent views of the Afghani citizens. Currently members of the Taliban who are in Afghanistan cross into Kashmir at will and neither Pakistani nor Indian forces bother to police these border crossings because they are so caught up in conflict with one another.  

· Afghani officials, especially President Hamid Karzai, are sick of the arguing between Pakistan and India because it spurs violence and ends up overshadowing the problems that the conflict causes in Afghanistan.  Karzai was quoted as saying, “Even if the [Kashmir] problem is not solved, [Pakistan and India] should address other issues in a manner that will benefit the people of the region.”  Afghanistan recognizes that those citizens who are living in the area are suffering foremost and that this is a travesty.  In recent meetings President Karzai has offered an agreement between the three countries, saying, “The tripolar structure of cooperation among India, Pakistan and Afghanistan would release the best energy of this region and bring quicker progress and economic betterment to it.”  So far the leaders of the two countries seem to understand and embrace our position but no official agreement has been solidified.
· The Kashmir conflict’s future is vital to Afghani people’s safety, to our economic survival, and to our stability as a nation.  We are hopeful that the other countries involved are ready to end the conflict and we hope that we will not be forgotten in the resolution of this issue.

E. Five Issues

1. Human Rights

2. United States in Afghanistan

3. State Building

4. Opium Industry Corruption

5. Education and Youth
