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A Note on Spellings

For the sake of simplicity and modern-day reference, pinyin Romanisation has
been used as far as possible throughout the text. A special note must be made of
the word "Yangtsze.” As such a spelling was applied to the river (Yangzi in current
Pinyin transliteration), to the Bund, and was used as a company name by
foreigners in old Shanghai, it has been left in its old form throughout this book.
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their mistreated faces, they stood as a ghostly reflection of the
city’s former might in a far-off, but not so distant, age when the |
world order was of a totally different complexion. |
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Cuban friendship’ visitor on the Bund, 19505
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on the rise of the new Shanghai
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was living in Shanghai [our years later when the new seeds
‘ of change began to blow in and the city unashamedly
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announced its aim to restore its former status as Asia’s foremost

oo

v 2
TreTIow A
-&33': .E e A |

P
L]

: | - a vignette of illuminations, the
centre of trade, finance and commerce. The frenzy of activity that

=11

Bund had become a ‘Disneyesque’

—— —————— e
e G
it g., .

NSRS

T il e T
S O : :

tollowed was reminiscent of the heady, speculative years of the

- ; | attraction to parade by at night.
1920s and 1930s when the ‘Paris of the Orient’ came of age. Even

| | During the same period a |
in those days there was public outcry over the modern apartment

government plan was hatched to i
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| occupants from the glory days
| threat as block upon block were turned to ashes from which
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were invited to move back into !4i 1
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modern-day skyscrapers were to arise at a hungry speed. The e . .
i their old premises. Many of its
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new Oriental Pearl TV Tower, opposite the Bund, climbed ever | |
loss-making, state-owned |

skywards as the symbol of Shanghai’s new ambitions. .
enterprises were shunted out as

The city’s rapid modernisation cast a shadow over the
tuture of the Bund. Its buildings were further distanced from

the Bund was earmarked to :
become the city’s premier financial

public view when an expansive highway, part of Shanghai’s and commercial centre yet again.

| inner ring road system, was rolled out along its length in the Even the Shanghai Municipal |

early 1990s. Visitors thronged to the city’s new, elevated

lcons of 19305 and 1990s modernity=the tower of the

former Cathay Hetel and the Oriental TV Tower, 1995 | ‘
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walkway to view its ‘gallery of world architecture’ and to gaze
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Government, which was

behind the scheme and had , S To—
occupied the palatial premises . AN AT % yeen

of the Hongkong and
Shanghai Bank since the
1950s, found itself another

home.

V]E" hings, however, didn't
e

xactly go to plan and in the

........
.......

end only a handful of the old-
timers moved back in.

Prospective tenants were Jo s e _..,.

contronted with a host of View from the Peace Hotel across the Bund and

nsurmountable problems Huangpu River, 1978

ranging from the political and the bureaucratic, to the titanic
tinancial costs of renting and restoring the decrepit structures.
Commentators had been pointing out the unsuitability of the

buildings for modern business use as far back as the late 1930s,

.......
>

The Bund, 1990s

and a major stumbling block for would-be residents was the
absence of any room for expansion. Moreover, while the Bund
wallowed in uncertainty, many multinationals and international
banks, including HSBC, were lured by financial incentives to
locate across the river to the high-rise towers of Lujiazui—an area
which is now firmly established as the city's key financial district.
Meanwhile, a handful of state-run banks quietly moved into the

vacant premises along the Bund.

Perhaps the planners were
asking too much. The task of
restoring historical ties proved

W = ¢ 0 be much more of 2 challenge
SRR NS\ MUY S0 2 s than the restoration of the
19305 poster

buildings themselves. As a
cornmentator noted in 1882,
‘here we transact the business

of the port in buying and selling
and banking, and the costliness
of the establishments which

line the Bund are sufficient

Fuitad Juey

¥ el & = proof of the lucrative nature of
Anti-imperialist march on the Bund, early 19605 the transactions therein
despatched.” The buildings were both a symbolic and a physical
expression of their owners’ success—a link with the past that was
lost when they were taken over by the state after 1949. When the
buildings were again offered for OCcupation, prestige and physical

National Day celebrations, 1954
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suitability held sway over sentimentality. The incoming
occupants were, understandably, most interested in forging a new
identity rather than reliving the past. It is interesting to note,
however, that AIC, with a vested heritage in a building they
occupied in the 1920s, went to considerable efforts to restore
certain reatures which would otherwise have been lost and the
proprietors of a later development at Bund 18 set out to celebrate,
rather than eradicate the past.

t the end of the 1990s the Bund was ensnared in an identity
L \crisis and many ol its buildings, which were still vacant or
occupied by ill-suited tenants, faced an indeterminate future
opurred on by the glittering prize of hosting the World Expo in

‘ﬁq

Commerce on the Bund, 1940

2010, government planners partly shifted their vision of the Bund
away from its predisposition as a financial centre to that of its
potential as a world-class showcase for the arts, gastronomy,
leisure and retail activity. M on the Bund, the first independently
operated eatery to establish itself there, opened in 1999. A host
of investors, many with Chinese roots, began to take a fresh, hard
and cautious look at the buildings that remained up for grabs.

%

PAsSING BY THE Bunbp l

Ihe blemished face of the Bund | 5”

began slowly to take on a f

distinctly Western look as | %f
stylishly chic, cosmopolitan ’r
restaurants and international | IH
fashion houses took up ' ':':_7.:}
residence. Unsurprisingly, most
B

ordinary citizens continued to
walk on by. i
The city fathers had, R P
. Bund promenade, around 1910 ‘ 1
perhaps, learned something from e
the lessons of history. Going back to the latter half of the 19 | e
century the Bund was much more than a mere centre of trade ;
and finance—it was the very core of foreign, and in particular l e
British, life in Shanghai. The top floors of its buildings housed : _fif.?
the highest and most spacious apartments fitted out with the |
latest luxuries and amenities, and its elite wined and dined at the f
Shanghai Club. Everything from York hams to New Zealand | , &
potatoes, cheeses, wines and spirits as well as Hartlepool coal
could be had. The town band played classics in its English-style
garden, whilst the nearby Lyceum Theatre hosted Gilbert and _  '
sullivan and home-grown British - S e e | '
farces. A British court, prison, B B Thre Chira Press | i
museum, library and church 3 ki ’
were all to be found on the 'i ‘M £
doorstep. During the early 20
century the hotels on the Bund ';;?
housed the finest restaurants, | 'a
bars and ballrooms, and the '
latest Paris fashions were on | il
parade at the Sassoon House | :
arcade. The Union Jack flew | 1
high above most of the I8
buildings, the Custom House
clock played the Westminster e e e el *
chimes, and British merchant B e
Local newspagper fashion page, 1930 ’
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and military vessels lined the shore. Physically, the Bund marked

the boundary of a foreign controlled area from which all else

emanated westwards.

Not only did the Bund provide the comforts of home, it also

looked like home. It presented a Western face to visitors who

Sy 3IMdig

were usually in some part surprised,
bemused, exhilarated or disappointed by
its appearance, and usually evoked
analogies with European or American
cities. An 1897 visitor compared it to the
Promenade des Anglais in Nice, whilst
Noel Coward, on his 1929 visit, viewed
the face of Shanghai as a ‘cross between
Hudderstield and Prussels.” Philosopher
Bertrand Russell saw the Bund as an
example of ‘ugliness and efficiency.’
Fickle in identity, the interiors of its
ostentatious banks could be confused
with those of a grand hotel or a Monte
Carlo casino by those unaccustomed to
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The sketch of the Chartered Bank's entrance hall in 1922 looks more like a contemporary
rendering in its role as Bund 18

, -
§ o ey

>
v



=SSN

o T8R SeNREh

- e T N r— _—rr
c 41 Phs S
~ g -'-_.g.‘.‘:. S gelecn toeStet L P ¢
'
*

Lo it
w») PassinGg oy Tue Bunbp
Vﬂ!

o . g Dund proceeds. However, those
7_3,,: preservationists bent on
restoring an original interior
| L ook can sometimes deny the
F history of the buildings
3 | themselves. All of the buildings’
s | s interiors were modified and
;” renewed at various times during
- - their history in response to
| . evolving societal and practical
. | needs, ranging from those of
§ visiting tourists to their
g E“ é’ occupation by Japanese and
= e . 'S American armed forces,

Lefi: The Bund looking north, 13605 Right: Thi B;;;}}f‘f&;é}'}g-;o}1}, AN | ~ regardless of the negligence and
the style in which business had to be seen to be done on the maltreatment they were dealt with during and after the 1950s.
jund. The same charge of capriciousness may be alleged against Time doesn’t stand still and historical misconceptions are hardly
some of the renovated buildings on the Bund today. helped by the fact that most of the heritage plaques on the

| | o . " buildings are in some way or another factually incorrect.
W\ /ith some cognisance of their history, many buildings on the
Wund, and indeed around the city, bear heritage plaques issued In the following pages I hope to allow readers some Insight
by the Shanghai Municipal Government. Despite the fact that the | and appreciation of the development of the waterfront and its
buildings were listed as a Modern Heritage Site at a UNESCO The Bund, 19505 "

cxperts meeting in Chandigargh in 2003, the heritage protection

status of all the buildings on the Bund, with a few exceptions, is
only skin deep. Many renovations to date have either entirely
defrocked the interiors of their historical character or have
inappropriately reinvented them in inferior fabric and style.

Shanghai’s overpowering desire for modernity and
internationalism pays scant respect to the past. As a case in point,
the Bank of China, intent on removing the building’s original

marble, consulted a leading restoration architect on how the new

marble could be made to look old. He, of course, was shocked.

Moreover, swathes of the buildings’ granite faces have been
lastingly distigured by unbefitting treatments

Concerns and debates over historical conservation and

restoration are becoming more poignant as development on the
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buildings as a living creation that has evolved, and continues to | Bund symbolises the city’s
evolve, over time. Its physical features are a reflection of the social past glories and its future i - T
relations that defined its past and are redefining its future. aspirations, Shanghai's | __!,

pecial consideration is given to the Bund’s two most
Siconic structures—the former buildings of the Hongkong and
Shanghai Bank and the Cathay Hotel. Although the buildings
differ in terms of their recent restoration and reinvention, their
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* ¥.F  of normal banking hours.
v Whilst the ground floor of the

Ariist Cyril Tawrey’s rendering of the Hongkong

«? Shanghar Bank and imitative modernisation in
the early 1990s, many highly evocative original features have
survived on its upper floors. Its former grandeur, hopelully, is set
to be restored with a multi-million dollar facelift. This book also
highlights the significance of many other fine symbolic and
decorative features found along the Bund which would generally

not be evident to the passer-by.

The Bund continues in a transitional state
and its destiny over the coming years remains
far from certain. Undoubtedly additional elite
service establishments will find their place in
those buildings still open to outside
investment, and more are likely to follow
when the state-run banks, its stop-gap tenants,
find more fitting ground or cyber-space. The
future of the Bund crucially depends on its
revival as a centre for social life rather than as
a lifestyle showcase. Whilst the face of the

s decorative riches render an
**  ultimate narrative and a
corporeal embodiment of the
spirit of a bygone age. The
bank’s palatial interior has
been thoughttully restored and
its owners are proud to show it
off to the public—even outside

hotel was victim to a soulless

development as a multi-
centred megalopolis threatens
to relegate it to the periphery
of common experience. On
the Bund itself, the massive
highway, which bisects its
public spaces, is as much a
social as a physical barrier.
The two sides of the road may
as well be continents apart, as Te redesigned waterfront, 1990s
inexpensive fastfood outlets and tacky souvenir shops inhabit the
waterside area, whilst world-class restaurants and international
designer emporia parade their riches on the other side. A new
middle ground is unlikely to be established as the Bund’s

historical predilection as home to the wealthy and successful is
reasserted.

Ahighly lmpressive major redevelopment project, which is now

underway at the northern end of the Bund in the ‘Waitanyuan’
area, holds the key to success for the Bund’s reinvention. Set
around parks and dotted with a wealth of historic architectural
pleasures, many of which are to be preserved, the scheme carries

recein  the prospect of rekindling the spirit of
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1§ - theBund and bringing its life, energy
} . and style back again. There is no doubt
that the Bund area will increasingly

attract more passers-by, from all over
China and from around the globe,

wishing to experience and indulge in the
quintessential spirit of the city—even if
they can't all afford its finer pleasures.

w24 | The Bund was built as a spectacle—and
| that's the way it is to remain.

Cathay Hotel reception, 1930s

@

s‘;;'—-.‘-y e
1

el S
e
1

o
Byl =5
-~

PR
SR P ey om0

20 IR E ST B | oy

3 ey

SR Bt e L 2

B e L
- g - a ~ .

!
-t : .
-_.:s-.':,_J..a'aufMM-\M"o-
'~\. o < § it £
. - PET AN

-r

FEE B L ISR R E SIS RN TGN NS

ot
- s
o —

PIE
-
el

- MY eSS : : e 3
-5 - “p re A0 N .
PRI PREETY @ F g 1§ MY i< 2N APty & N\

o T T 1 W S TR et L SN TAGA S G o T A v o Lim “ 3 A s .3 36 A ™ 2 SIS . L . d y
T el AR 5 2 < A - P Ie TR & PR S S Ny e a0 o 5 R e e AL LA St TA R il
3 At Vo Ve ot e LRSS 9 0 13572 - : LAl e St L NS W AD TS mel \ ot A7 R e N Y AT e P A Lot LA

S'L'(Jjw 2zl \TMS P T EN TRR E U e T N = S 8 A LR S B A T S i 1 g S R SER SRS SRR (LT E B L

ol & b Ty £
AR PP L

oy w2 P : "-
1rd! AU SR INEY
P IS SR A NS

,v
i e "4

Yy




(¥

PNy e Y
At s o ol

S | uMINATING Tne Busbp

FEATURE
| ILLUMINATING THE Buxbp

ALK A o™
=3 ’ M S 1y
S Lo :
& . o’-:“,:’_‘v- -
@ S SOOI e s R

.
PR ALY g

- A.. . l'

e L N S
ok vy 1. 4,.‘"«
R S B T IR

ILuMINATING THE Bunp

E oday the Bund is brightly monarch, it paid little
Huminated with a spectacle of

comparable courtesy to its S
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lights guaranteed to attract a earliest royal visitors. The first i
swarm of sightseers each and British royal visit to Shanghai by
every evening. It was a very the Duke of Edinburgh in 1869 ‘ ;
different matter back in the 19 was a sedentary affair, with its i aw MRS G = s §
century, when illuminations and highlight appearing to be the 2P L Tt et L R o ?;
making of some new friendships - /R yj; U b 3% dl] S Y TR e | g e
with the fairer sex at a ball and ’ N‘i !* {'

with those of the sterner sex at B OEAR I Jne e R [ i S R Hi
the bowling alley. Like other | GRS Bl L oo BECGEC . AEEE - el C T I
royal visitors who had come
before him, including those from
Germany, Italy and Japan, his
presence wasn't celebrated in a
blaze of light or fanfare.
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Decorations for the Dulke of Connaught's visit, 1890

Chinese and Japanese candle-lit

lanterns. Ships anchored in the occasions, by a serious firework
Huangpu River set the stage for accident injuring nine people. e
enormous firework displays. The &

There w | R
event was unfortunately marred, , S il BeReT i
man wno would have received B i

such a brilliant welcome and | | g
that was Prince George, heir to l
the British throne. So when the il
Shanghai community learned i
that he was to visit the city in l

|

|

as was commonplace on such

Shanghai's first major public
display of illuminations was
reserved for a regal, rather than
a royal personage. It came on
the occasion of former US
President Ulysses S. Grant's visit
in May 1879—which just so
happened to coincide with
Queen Victoria's birthday. Grant,
who was two years into his
round-the-world trip with his
family, viewed a spectacular

(Mhvsses S, Grent

pageants were generally only
reserved for special jubilee
celebrations. By the end of the
century, the Bund had been
iHluminated on three occasions;
in 1887 for Queen Victoria's

1881, they set about arranging
a suitable reception, including
the use of gas illuminations.

—,—— - - -

jubilee and again in 1897 for her
diamond jubilee, as well as for
Shanghai's own diamaond jubilee
in 1893. And whilst Shanghal
society conjured up costly
pageants and illuminations in
honour of their far-distant

torch-lit procession atong the
Bund from the balcony of the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank.
The Settlement was heavily
decorated with bunting, and the

offices of Jardine, Matheson & Co.

alone were decorated with 1,500

Their extensive preparations,
however, were disappointingly
thwarted as the prince and his
rother, who were under the
orders of the Captain of their

Left: First display of electric light, with the
Astor House Hotel in the background, 1882
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Coronation D;,'I}-f. ./N;fc? 1914

man-of-war, were unable attend
the pageant. The celebrations
were further dampened by
heavy rain and a very poor
turnout by Shanghai's Chinese
residents.

Even though the first trial of
electric light in Shanghai took
place just days after Ulysses S.
Grant departed, it wasn't until
26" July 1882 that the first
electric lights, courtesy of the
Snhanghai Electric Co., were to
be seen on the Bund. In order to
avoid disappointment, the
Chinese were advised Lo cast
aside their preconception that
one electric lamp was going to
fill the whole city with radiance.
They weren't disappointed and
thousands gazed on the moon-
like lamps with ‘evident
admiration and complacency.

The illuminations and
celebrations for the next royal
visit, that of the Duke and
Duchess of Connaught for one
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day in April 1890, were the best
ever seen in Shanghai and there
were no disappointments. A
ladder carriage of the fire
company, with a huge dragon
snorting fire and smoke perched
on it, stole the show.
Underneath, fiery letters
displayed the motto ‘say the
word and down comes your
houses.” Soon after, electric
lighting was used for the first
time as part of the illuminations
to celebrate Shanghai’'s 50
anniversary as a treaty port in
1893, though yet again the
events were spoiled by heavy
rain. Furthermore, the events

Larly 1960s illuminations Yang Peiming

L~

""""

ILLUMINATING THE BunbDp

Astor House Hotel decorations, June 1914

were also ‘spoiled’ by the
Chinese community refusing to
parade as planned.

erhaps the most magnificent
celebrations in Shanghai’s
concession-era history were
staged for the coronation of
King George Vin June 1911.
Ribbons of coloured electric
lights transformed the Bund
from a business centre into ‘a
fairy like scene’ Chinese
lanterns bearing the Union Jack
were hung from all the trees and
Chinese characters proclaiming
God save the King’ were hung
below the Custom House clock.
The British, as well as the

National Day, 1954

------

Present-day illuminations

Chinese, were out celebrating
like never before.

Faint ribbons of fight
outlining the features of the
Bund'’s buildings and white on
red banners, bearing Chinese
slogans, set the backdrop for
the nationalistic and patriotic
rallies and marches that the
wide avenue afforded after
1949. That was until one night
In September 1989 when
unannounced, the Bund
instantly and majestically was
brought to life in a blaze of flood
lighting. It was a trial run for the
upcoming 40" anniversary of
the founding of the People's
Republic of China. By chance, |
happened to be there and the
response from the crowds was
charged with the same euphoria
that must have been evident
when the first electric light on
the Bund shone well over a
century ago.
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STREETS AND
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CHRISTENING
THE Bunp

neglected interior of the former
Shanghai Club. Adoration and
astonishment soon shone on
their faces as they played out
their adventure in this alien
territory. Some of the children
compared their journey to that
of being aboard a time machine

passing through a series of ]

historical porches—as entrances he word Bund, often mistaken for
to buildings holding dreamlike 8 a German expression, actually
stories. derives from the Hindustani word band meaning an artificial

causeway or embankment. In the early 1860s there were, in fact
tour roads following the waterways surrounding the British
Settlement on all its four sides that were also described as ‘bunds.’

One message that they all
came away with was that the
iImportance of the Bund was not
only bound up in its history—
but also in its future—and for a
future happy ending, an
appreciation of and respect for
the past was indispensable.
Wang Kai, a student at

o0 what was this British, or English, Settlement? The
establishment of British communities on the China coast following
the First Opium War of 1839-1842 has been well documented. In
short, upon the signing of the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, British
residents were given rights to reside and trade in Shanghai and in

AR PRGSO RIAND B Sl il e / Q
].'.\.‘71'.Vfl'lt., the Feace Hetel and Bund 18

N a charity event, organised

- . ————

by Three on the Bund and the
Huangpu DRistrict Government in
May 2006, and led by myself, a
group of local school children
were given tne opportunity to
visit some buildings on the
Bund, which hitherto they had
only seen from the outside or
read about in books. They were
In for a few surprises as they
explored the upper floors of the
Peace Hotel and the dusty and

Guangming High School, called
the Bund ‘Shanghai’s name
card’ and declared that
'yesterday’s Bund is beautiful,
today's Bund 1s still beautiful,
tomorrow's Bund will be even
more beautiful’ There is hope
that the next generation will
have a greater awareness of the
iImportance of Shanghai’s unique
historical inheritance and of the
need for its careful preservation.

four other, so-called, treaty ports, which were subsequently
imbued with ‘extraterritorial’ status leaving their foreign residents

immune from Chinese sovereign jurisdiction. Similar treaties were
granted to the Americans and the French in 1844.

Captain George Balfour, the first British Consul, agreed a set
of ‘Land Regulations,” which had been drawn up by the local
Chinese authorities in 1845, that were to lay the ground rules on
how the British inhabited area was to be managed and
administered. Balfour wanted to secure an exclusive British zone
and regulations were drawn up to define its boundaries and to deal
with matters such as building codes and land taxation. In 1846
Baltour had secured 138 acres of British Settlement land running

¢
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o yielding Chinese, and Consul Medhurst came up with a scheme to §
,‘.1‘3"'“—-2’54’-\‘ 9 T b e e keep everybody content by renaming the thoroughfares within its : !L ]
iy cm:// L s contines in 1862, ;
\ “THipes 'é‘f e :2&;5:{?:(:":“: ':' V]F he Bund itself was officially renamed as Yangtsze Road, after ’
g.l,,o_,eeél" ) el it o 40 Shanghai’s life-giving river, and the streets running off it were §
s S | S named after Chinese cities running in alphabetical order from
iR e ::; south to north. The South Gate Street became known as Canton
o W UL ::ifﬁ:::":‘ LW ¢ Road, Mission Road as Foochow Road, Custom House Road as
“ T i o ’Imﬁl, f Hankow Road, Ropewalk Road as Hangchow Road (changed to
(Ve i) n N | o | § Kiukiang Road in 1864), Park Lane to Nanking Road and [ 14E
b Concpsston AiE s Z Consulate Road to Peking Road. Lat d witl d f 1 |
o e S 3 § 10ad. Later, and with no regard for the
e gr,‘ég; R pf.,'ﬁg:ﬁ::?:n is::&;:ﬂ:Lj order, Jinkee Road, appeared between Nanking and Peking Road. ‘; i
éolie du | j e it The Chinese chose to adopt a numerical rather than an I
rramas” LRy | - alphabetical order, with Nanking Road being designated as the '
o B 7{ s 'DM Great (or number one) Maloo (horse road) and the four roads *
7 " dis running south of it known as the second to the fifth Maloo—the f
/ latter being today’s Guangdong Road. ; i &
The Corizesian mm;sﬁ -,( 850 The street names in their modern Chinese versions, though |

slightly disruptive of the original alphabetical order, survive to this
along most of the length of the present-day Bund and three blocks

westwards to today’s Central Henan Road. His successor, | s et N ',
Rutherford Alcock, extended the area to 470 acres in November | I
1848 i
i

The Settlement then stretched all the way along the Bund, it
westwards to today’s Central Tibet Road (the former West Bund l % |
or Defence Creek), northwards to Suzhou Creek (the North Bund) A

and southwards to Fast Yan'an Road (the South Bund). _
With a familiar, tenacious sagacity the British disposed of e e B R | D | W R

their desires to maintain exclusivity and pushed forward new Land
Regulations, adopted in 1854, which allowed Chinese to buy and
rent land. For the first and not the only time in its history
oShanghai had become ‘hot’ as a safe refuge from China’s wars and

alarums. During the murderous rage of the Taiping Rebellion )
(1651-1864) and particularly after the fall of the neighbouring city Ll NSsmm T g
ot Suzhou in 1860, the Settlement was overrun with high-profit e T ———— e o

ds, 18 53

SMC map showing the four bun




day—as does the use of the Maloo
assignations by some Shanghai

residents. It appears that the use of
Yangtsze Road, in place of the Bund,
was never commonly adopted by
toreigners or Chinese. The
assignation "The Bund or Yangtsze

PHIEES .
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i e : L -
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Road’ had disappeared from most
toreign maps by the end of the 19
century. Similarly, despite its official
designation as Zhongshan Road

No. 1 (E.) in December 1945 (First
Zhongshan Road (E.) today), the area
continues to be known by its old
familiar name of the ‘Waitan’

(meaning outer shore) to the Chinese
and as the Bund to foreigners.

n much the same vein, the area of the 1848 British Settlement
Hwas still referred to as such well into the early 20 century
despite the fact that it had been amalgamated with the American

ettlement to become the International Settlement in 1863. In
1899 the International Settlement was extended to form an area of
8.3 square miles. The early Land Regulations had laid the basis for
the tormation of the Shanghai Municipal Council in 1854 (referred
to as SMC hereafter) which was to govern and administer this
area. The SMC, that was largely representative of big British

business interests, had no less than five and

no more than nine members until
1928. Prior to the election of the
first three Chinese members in
that year the British held five
seats and the US and Japan

each had two.

The SMC seal

STREETS AND SETTLEMENTS-CHRISTENING THE BunpD

Consul Medhurst left another legacy to Shanghai. He
suggested that all thoroughfares be called roads, as the Chinese
pronunciation ot the word road was similar to its Chinese name.
lo this day very few ‘streets’ are found in the city and the present-
day Shanghai Municipal Government has been in a quandary over
how to present a consistent Romanised version of Shanghai’s road
names that are intelligible to a vastly expanding and profitable
toreign public. As part of a larger campaign on street naming
matters, city bureaucrats have recently raised concerns over
properties using the Bund as a street address, as in days of old.
However, it is far from likely that this signature historic area will
ever be popularly associated with its cumbersome Chinese street
name by foreigners. In this book I refer to the buildings by the
name of their original owner or occupier, alongside their respective

old Bund addresses—which still correspond to the present-day
street addresses.
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The Shanghai Municipal Council, 1940, with Tony Keswick in the chairman’s sear
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FEATURE B OFFICIAL STREET JUSTICE

OFFICIAL STREET JusTicE W

S I WL Gl ”

OFFICIAL STREET JUSTICE

limits having now come into the
possession of foreigners, either
by purchase or pre-emption, the
Lime has come for the adoption
of a useful and uniform
nomenclature for the streets
and roads, as well those which
are now open, as those of which
the line has only been laid
down. The former are already
provided with names, both the
foreign and native population,
having severally adopted such
designations, as the practical
disposition of the one, or the
grotesque fantasy of the other,
has suggested. But it is obvious

that the municipal and social make the entire settlement a ‘ |

needs of so large a community Chinese city, and we shall find il
of two peoples, who are daily such names as, if translated i
being brought into more and would read, “Virtue and £
more intimate contact one with Benevolence Street”, "Painted { i}
the other, cannot be satisfied so Silk Lane,” “Justice and i

long as the streets they inhabit
are differently named by both,
neither party being able to
pronounce or comprehend the
term adopted by the other.

community and charged with
the order and security of the
Settlement, while the Chinese
are but recent immigrants, who
have swarmed in for their own
conveniences and safety, it
follows, that, if either has the
right to enforce on the other a
system of nomenclature as near
as possible adapted to the
necessities of both, the
foreigners possess that right:
and it is one which must be
exercised, or the Chinese part of
the population, with their usual
sagacity for mutual
combination, will ever long

Harmony Road” intruding
themselves in flaming characters
alongside the less modest
appellations the Municipal
Council has already posted up.

any one may judge of, who will
take the trouble to walk the
back streets, and read for
himself, presuming him to be
acquainted with the Chinese
character.

Granting then that the
foreign portion of the
community is entitled to decide
on the system of nomenclature
best adapted to both, it s |

matter of public utility, that
such terms as they are more
familiar with, and can
pronounce, should be adopted
If possible, and this may be
done by taking the names of
their own Provinces, Cities and
Rivers, which are equally well
known to ourselves, and this is
the scheme [ have to
recommend to the acceptance
of the Municipal Council.

Fart of a handwriten ‘Memorandum on Naming of the Shanghac Streets,
Consul Medhurst, British Consulate, 5 May 1862
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- o K — 2 - V. <! o T e e e AR ".—'""-' 3
. - —— Al o ) e - Al A - § e - . >
> ~130% otrg - - = - e L b = Ry > Shgs w2 Swrbany 3T 6 ) PasEY IR R e i = R e WS
- - - » -
b > -y ———— - —y " u—  r— e o r—— - - ———— - ry -_— U eranrs - X 3 » 3 X > y
- Y- ~ T T 3 NI et e o MACE TN Ay il o ol 7 e o sy e ) vaap gt s L e Tt o = 5, < ~ - - - Py L e -
r : - ’ e ] I T B (RN SR o i 2 b i ot S e T » g TRy g g b - i TENN G PO mmN o *. b w LK By LR, Cres et el g A EOCHRELT S - ST REENCE e S S 3% A s —~
- . w . - > . Uit wdiare 1089 b4 0y - * ey 14 o 1 . A Yo\ . s RS - -l -~ .. 3 P R -2 ” Y Y g R Iy ~ - o - -
J » - [N - - 4 <= LA . o ", L e . . % h :
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YAWNS, LAWNS AND DREAMS—THE MAKING OF THE BunpD

t's hard to imagine that the

A1 Bund as it is today, with its
11-lane highway and elevated walkway overlooking the Huangpu
River, was little more than a muddy towpath in the 1840s. A
road, 30 feet wide, was originally planned in front of the
properties of the Bund’s earliest toreign inhabitants but, in 1856,
the incipient SMC decided that a further 50 feet should be
reclaimed to make an 80-foot-wide esplanade. Several of the
Bund'’s occupants objected and the plan was revised to allow for
an esplanade, with a granite facing, just 60 feet wide. The result
of the work which was quickly undertaken, perhaps too quickly,
was far from attractive. When exposed at low tide the flotsam
and stench of the sloping muddy shoreline, which was steadily
expanding as silt accrued, infested the fine ‘hongs,” as the foreign
companies and their premises were known, along the Bund.
Despite proposals, in 1860, to turn the Bund into a proper
esplanade with an inner part reserved for vehicles and the
conversion of the ugly muddy foreshore into a fipe promenade

with gardens, it wasn't until three long decades later that such a
vision became a reality.

The first concrete proposals, in 1869, to create a protected
river bank with an attractive curvature, or Bund line, came to
nothing. The SMC finally began its ounding’ or filling in of the
toreshore, in the 1880s. Along with the new waterfront came
modern amenities including the introduction of the first
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fie Public Garden bandstand with its electric light on top, 1886 The newly created lawns, with the Central Hote! on the Nanfing Road corner 1o the lefi, 1886 i
W
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telephones in 1881 and electric lighting in June 1883, The il

R g D —

bandstand in the Bund’s Public Gardens was the venue for the | I

tirst public demonstration of electric light in Shanghai almost : E |

+
e am——
. .

exactly one year earlier. E R

extended to Yangjingbang Creek (today’s East Yan'an Road), on

i
I n May 1886 grass lawns extending from the Public Gardens to : l{f 1
AL the north of the Bund to just south of the present-day Hankou ! 'f jx&f
Road were opened to the public. In July 1888, the lawns were | ‘ ?
|

the southern boundary of
the International Settlement

with the French Concession.
An 1889 SMC order allowing
Tespectable and decently

dressed natives’ to use the

.
e e, = P —— 4 S gy -.‘..-_..,-w‘i.wu..."'.;x'.a' 3 -
- v - : . LA -'I X : s =2
. L n y . o Y - -4
X Pheo S & ¢ 89 - - - z 4 - > s-a's
& BN Y, 3 ’ LA TR I T AWV D s e TN D R P oo s N S i

lawns was shortly afterwards

revoked as so many Chinese

MOJD) 281080 sluuaq
R T T Y P — ;AT

The Bund looking north with the Shanghai
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Club 10 the lef, late 18705 Citiing the Latome
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- were using the seats to slumber Htwas not just motor transport that was causing havoc, f
e oot on. Work on completing the new however, as the streets of Shanghai were littered with
'-"m?"‘:i'*-"" i Bund line continued until 1896, rickshaws, primitive wooden wheelbarrows and all manner of
i Around that time, the French and slow-moving homemade conveyances. A report from the late 19 |
Chinese administered bunds to century commented that ‘the Bund is crowded at all hours of the |
the south were also paved day by foot passengers and vehicles. Neat broughams, victorias, -
tollowing a large fire in 1894 dog carts, drawn by sleek Chinese ponies, and driven by Celestial ’ L
when many wretched waterfront coachmen in strange liveries, pass and repass; tlocks of jinricshas, ’
buildings were destroyed. some running swiftly and smoothly along on spider wheels,

However, as an 1896

The new lawns at the southern of the end of  comment ator noted, : passi ng the
the Bund, late 1880s
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TT BUND RECLAMATION AND WIDENING ™
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Shanghai Club the Bund crosses
a bridge to the French Settlement, where it ceases to be interesting
to the traveller, and loses itself in regions where English feet
seldom tread.’

——==-SCALE 200 FEET TO ONE [NCH- swec. . ‘ 1 .
R L TS, ) F s e s i LAl

|
? M e Ive e 409 sae

Following a hectic couple of years of building on the Bund
and the introduction of tramways, which necessitated the laying
or wood block paving, the SMC again seriously considered a
widening scheme, over a one-year period, in 1908. Although that
proposal was rejected on account of cost, the SMC had little
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choice but to further reclaim and widen the Bund some ten years Bund improvement scheme, 1919-4920 | ;}
later as the demands of modern motor transport made their f;f i §
impression. Just as in recent times, a sudden explosion of vehicle hand-carts pushed by panting coolies, and the celebrated vehicle | E;? ‘: ]
numbers was threatening to bring gridlock to the city’s streets. A ot China, the only one not imported by the foreigner—the | f f“ ;
massive increase in the number of large trucks on the streets passenger barrow, with seats arranged over the wheel like those | ” ‘g
brought about by the city’s rapid industrialisation was particularly of an Irish jaunting car, on which sometimes a whole family sits | ‘ l
alarming. The number of trucks in the International Settlement and is whirled gaily along by a muscular coolie. Despite certain I
rose from around 80 in 1919 to restrictions, the sight of wheelbarrows carrying anything from : f‘
over 700 in 1926, whilst the tubes and timber, to teddy bears and toddlers is not uncommon :
number of cars increased from today. Shanghai's streets are also still lumbered with three- ‘ 1
around 1,200 to 3500 over the wheeled cycle rickshaws, a prototype of which was introduced to | i é'
same period. By 1929 there were the city in 1924, capable of carrying the load of a small van. f
around 5,400 cars and 1,500 The SMC’s plan to widen the Bund to 120 teet, which was ! :_’

trucks registered. put forward in March 1919, aroused a hitherto unheard of level

of conflict and debate amongst Shanghai’s foreign community. 18
Most of the widening work, which involved 3 J9-foot dt
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Cartoon by Sapajou, March 1924
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The Bund's new lawns, 1924

carriageway for trams and fast traffic and one 30 feet wide for
slow traffic as well as car parking ranks, and laying of new lawns,
was completed by the end of 1920. As part of the scheme an
extra 25 benches, marked ‘reserved for foreigners’ were ordered
for the Bund and the Public Gardens. Higher railings were also
placed around the Public Gardens as many ‘vagrants and drunken
sea-men’ were in the habit of spending the night there. Work on
the most contentious aspect of the scheme which involved

shaving off 60 feet [rom the Public Gardens and the destruction
of many historic trees, was left to last.
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Work was suspended for a couple of weeks in late June 1921
while the SMC went through the motions of reviewing two
petitions it had received. The Shanghai Civic League, which
purported to represent all foreign residents, had gathered together
over 200 names of those against any attempt to widen the road at
the expense of the garden. They felt that the widening or the
rebuilding of the Garden Bridge was required. The names of two
of the city’s leading architects, R. A. Curry and Arthur Dallas,
were on the list. Another petition received in favour of the scheme
included the names of M. H. Logan of Palmer and Turner, and
G. H. Stitt, manager of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank.

here was little doubt as to who would triumph as the final

decision on such matters lay in the hands of a relatively small
quorum of the Settlement’s wealthiest foreigner ratepayers. The
scheme was approved at a ratepayers’ meeting on 6® July even
though only 100 of the 1,800 eligible to vote were in attendance.
In its defence the SMC pointed out that the gardens were actually
to be enlarged as part of the reclamation scheme, and sent a letter
to the Civic League pointing out that, although 1,700 ratepayers
were absent, it by no means inferred that they were in sympathy
with the organisation’s aims. The League was also informed that,

—— - —
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whilst residents were entitled to
sign petitions, they had no
entitlement to an ‘authoritative
mandate." Not only were Chinese
excluded from having a say in
the running of the International
Settlement, but the majority of
foreigners were as well. In 1920
the Settlement population

comprised 759,839 Chinese and
23,307 foreigners.

A similar scheme to enlarge
the garden, involving the bunding
of the northern shore of the
Suzhou Creek, which was drawn

up in 1882, was initially deferred
on account of cost but ultimately
denied by the Chinese

phe e o T authorities. However, a strip of

e T N

W

land on its western perimeter
was shaved off to widen the
adjoining road in 1905, as part of a scheme which considerably

enlarged the garden. On that occasion there were no protests.

The Public Gardens before and after reclamation work in 1905

The work on widening the road outside the gardens, involving
the introduction of car parking spaces and the planting of magnolia
lrees, was finished by the end of 1921, However, even the
Commissioner of Public Works, in a letter to the Secretary of the
oMC in 1923, had to concede that ‘the Bund had become ugly
since widening as the removal of the old trees in the garden had
brought into very great prominence all the poles carrying overhead
cables.” The newly planted magnolia trees had also all died.

[t wasn't long before the competing interests of recreational
amenity and motor traffic were to reach even greater heights
when the question of opening the foreshore to the Chinese was
raised. As pressure was mounting on the SMC to throw open the
neighbouring Public Gardens to the Chinese in 1926, the
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Commissioner of Police, Edward Ivo Medhurst Barrett, took a
pragmatic stance in telling the Council that he was personally in
tavour of opening the path along the river bank and the lawns to
the Chinese. At that point the Bund lawns were guarded by chain
railings, which would only be removed for the convenience of
toreigners in the summer. Barrett noted that it was proving

almost impossible to restrict Chinese wearing foreign dress from
walking along the footpath near the river

ernaps the British public viewpoint could be summed up in
the words of an angry resident who, in a letter of March 1925
to the North China Daily News, questioned whether the stretch
was for foreigners or not after spotting five Chinese using the
seats marked ‘reserved for foreigners only.” He called for the

return of foreign policing in the form of 3 big Scottish officer
who had kept matters under control in years gone by.

However the lawns, like the Public Gardens, were opened to

the Chinese in June 1928. The Chinese could now rest a little
more comfortably—at least for a

while. The upkeep of the lawns
was proving difficult after they
were opened to everyone and, in
1930, the SMC considered
turning them all into flower beds
with paved walkways. The plan
was abandoned soon after in
favour of turning all the five
lawns south of Jiujiang Road into
parking lots. The surviving lawns
then became even more crowded,

and when they were re-laid in 1932 police were given instructions
to ‘restrict the use of lawns as far as possible within their
discretion.” Their powers of discretion, however, were annulled
by the power of the masses. An SMC survey of the Bund lawns
between Jiujiang Road and Beijing Road in July 1936 found that

/0% of the 4,500 people using them were asleep at any given
hour between 9.00 a.m. and 1.00 p.m.

- 1
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Folicing the Bund, early 201h century
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]F lowing the new, relaxed regulations in 1928 more
hawkers, who were generally seen as harmless in small doses,
and beggars, who were generally accused of spoiling Shanghai’s
foreign show street, were to be found on the Bund. The 130
members of the SMC Police, all but six of them Chinese, who
held responsibility for the Bund in early 1940, were kept very
busy. They were making around 4,500 arrests monthly for
obstruction and 350 arrests for loitering, which invoked a jail
sentence of four to ten days. Of the other nuisances, arrests for
hawking totalled around 700, whilst those for begging were fewer
than 30 a month.

On the traftic front, two major road projects, which were to
temporarily ease congestion in the Settlement, had been
completed before the widening of the Bund in the early 1920s.
The Yangjingbang Creek, which in its early days had been
designated as the South Bund, was filled in during 1914 and 1915
and converted to a 90-foot-wide road. Controversy between the
French and the British over whether it should be filled in had
gone on for over 50 years. However the SMC’s suggestion to
name it as Avenue Edward VII, after it was culverted, was agreed
by the French Council in a desire ‘to perpetuate the local
memory of the illustrious sovereign.’” Naturally the street was
known as Avenue Edouard VII on its southern side,

The avenue became a playground for the Chinese who could
taunt the opposing French and International Settlement police
forces on each of its sides with impunity, but was considered by
many to be too wide. The SMC retorted to its critics in 1920
saying that ‘perhaps twenty years hence this road will not be
considered any too wide and the foresight shown in providing
such a road will be commended.” In a connected scheme, work on
Lilling in the Tibet Road Creek, the Settlement’s earlier West
Bund, to help ease north-south traffic flow and pressure on the

Bund was completed with the opening of a new 80-foot-wide
road in 1920.

Yawns, LAWNS AND DREAMS—THE MAkKING OF THE BunpD
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strong Chinese protestations over the building of a regular
tramway network in the early 1880s gave way to a call for
building some form of overhead railway system in the city. The
suggestion found favour with the editor of the North China
Daily News in January 1882 when he pointed out that ‘Chinese
coolies and the other classes who crowd our streets are eminently
terrestrial bodies, and an elevated tramway would not interfere
with their pursuits or recreation.’ The idea was picked up again
in June 1921 when a British resident suggested in a letter to the
North China Daily News that an end to the traffic woes of
Shanghai could be solved by building an overhead, light electric
railway along Avenue Edward VII, westwards to the Honggiao
district. The idea was rejected by local professionals who
considered it impossible to make foundations for the supports
that would be necessary for such a scheme.

Avenue Edward VII from the Bund to Tibet Road, however

was remodelled in 1928 with a 28-foot-wide central section
being resurfaced to provide a
motor vehicle only thoroughfare.
Shanghai'’s, if not China’s, first
urban highway had been
created. Known locally as the
‘Speedway,’ four Chinese
pedestrians who had loitered
within its perimeter were killed,
being their own fault of course,
before the road was officially
opened at the end of that year.
The numbers of those killed and
injured in traffic accidents in the
Settlement rose from 53 and
1,005 respectively in 1920 to 142
and 10,973 in 1930. The SMC
reported that ‘the majority of by Schiff
accidents were due to the carelessness and indifference of
pedestrians and their lack of traffic sense.’

Cover of a book by Ellen Thorbecke, 1940, with illustrations
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Even with all the road improvements the traffic situation on
the Bund had become so chronic by 1933 that the SMC was
considering measures including staggered lunch hours for firms in
order to reduce midday congestion. The idea of an elevated
railway, traversing the Bund and
extending far into the Shanghai suburbs,
was raised again in 1932 by Sidney J.
Powell, a respected professional engineer
and architect based in the city. Powell
envisaged the use of silent rubber-tyred
vehicles crossing the city 20 feet above
ground level on tracks supported by
arches at intervals of 100 feet. He
promised journey times of ten minutes
from the Bund to the furthermost
western reaches of the International
Settlement or to the new civic centre of
the Chinese controlled Greater Shanghai
Municipal Government to the northeast
of the city at Jiangwan. In 1935, the scheme was looked on
favourably by all the relevant administrations across the city, but

Mr. Sidney J. Powell

was ultimately thwarted by its ambition to cross too many
political and administrative barriers, as well as by the extensive
destruction of the northern part of the city caused by the 1937
hostilities.

YAWNS, LAWNS AND DREAMS—THE MAKING OF THE BUND

Q. tinal solution to relieve overcrowding and congestion by the

construction of a bridge across or a tunnel under the Huangpu
River and the development of the Pudong area on the other side
had been seriously talked about since the late 19205, At that time
the only way to cross the river was by passenger ferry, and the
SMC thwarted plans by the Greater Shanghai Municipal
Government to introduce vehicle ferries landing near the Bund in
the 1930s. Passengers arriving from Pudong had no choice but to
pick up their hire cars at designated points along the Bund.
Coincident with further ill-timed plans to develop the Shanghai
Civic centre, plans for a bridge were announced by Mayor Wu in
1936. It wasn't until after the Second World War that plans for a
tunnel or bridge were again seriously considered by the new
shanghai City Council which finally approved a plan to build a
bridge in 1947 using a massive loan from the American
government. Ihe substantial austerity and uncertainty of the
times, however, left the scheme high and dry.
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Wany dreams lost in the somnolence of Shanghai’s years of

l abandon have been uncannily reawakened in the 1990s

The Nanpu Bridge, the first to cross the Huangpu River, was
completed in 1991. The first elevated section of the city highway,
albeit carrying cars and not trains, was completed along the
former Avenue Edward VII and Avenue Foch, now Yan’an Road,
to Honggiao in 1995. An elevated. light railway line, although not
running along the Bund but stl] terminating at the same point
envisaged in the 1930s, opened in 2000. The Bund, which was yet
again widened in the early 1990s has been criticised by some as
being too wide and traffic planners have been dreaming up
schemes to rid it of its hordes of motorised pests. Some have
suggested submerging the vehicles in the river alongside the Bund,
= SOme have

t Insensitively mooted
the idea of building
an elevated highway
along the Bund, and
others have talked
about bringing back
the trams. It will be
necessary to
pedestrianise the area
""" if the Bund is really
going to come back to
life in the future.

The recent
widening of Central
Tibet Road is again
seen as key to

e/ e relieving congestion
y b\:_- .‘ s oo & on the Bund. With

N R aim, there is
talk of converting the
only direct tunnel link
between the Bund

Fairground entrance to the Bund Sightseeing Tunnel, 2006
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and the foreshore on the other side of the Huangpu River in
Lujiazui, which in typical Shanghai fashion was opened as an
expensive tourist attraction featuring a sound and light show in
2001, into a much needed regular means of commuter transport.

A most astounding proposal to relieve the Bund of its traffic
woes, and to enhance its commercial viability, was announced in
early 2006. Raymond Shaw, a Beijing-born engineer now resident
in the USA, wants to raise the buildings along the Bund using
hydraulic jacks to allow the creation of more than 200,000 square
metres of prime shopping and entertainment space below. In so
doing the Bund promenade could be restored and the tratfic
concealed below. Despite past experience in such atfairs, including
shifting the historic Nanking Theatre in Shanghai some 70 metres
trom its original location in 2003, Shaw admits that the huge scale
of the project might not receive official consideration before 2014.
Sceptics there may be many, but it would be well to bear in mind
the lessons of history, even if the scheme is not realised for yet
another Cycle of Cathay, or 60 years hence.

For the present, the Bund’s promenade, which was reinvented
as an elevated walkway in an effort to shore up the city’s flood
defences in the early 1990s, will stand high as a barricade between
the buildings and the riverside. As in times past, the promenade is
perpetually overcrowded, and even though there are caged plots of
tlower beds and foliage alongside, real lawns are nowhere to be
seen. And even if they were reintroduced to the Bund area there is
no doubt, as elsewhere throughout the city, that everybody would
be barred entry—apart from the odd itinerant dog.




BRIDGES AND BLUNDERS

BRIDGES AND BLUNDERS

Te Garden Bridge, that
crosses Suzhou Creek Lo the
north of the Bund, was expected
to have a life span of around 40
years when it was completed in
1908. Even though its British
engineers admitted that it was
by N0 means an ornamental
structure It has continued to
carry traffic to and fro to the
present-day. Its predecessors
didn’t fare so well.

The first bridge to cross the
suzhou Creek was erected by
the Soochow Creek Bridge
Company in 1857. Wills Bridge,
named after its advocate, was a

?

wooden draw-bridge funded by
foreign merchants who were
soon handsomely rewarded
from the proceeds of its costly
toll fees. Before that time the
only way across was by ferry, |
and few foreigners made the
trip. As soon as the bridge was
completed the shores on its
northern side were reported to
‘have become the favourite
resort of constitutional walkers.
The advent of the bridge
allowed the foreign settlement,
which was becoming crowded
around the Bund, to spread
across the creek to an area that

SLUONENGN JBUIEM UYOS

BRIDGES AND BLUNDERS X

was then unofficially designated
as the American Settlement. It
also bestowed civilising
Influences on a lawless area,
often compared to America’s
Wild West, which was renowned
for the rough antics of its
floating’ drunken seafarer
population.

lls had a great incentive
to build the bridge, as he

and others were to benefit from
a faster connection to a dock
where opium vessels discharged
their valuable cargoes. He also
owned land across the bridge,
Including a lot that he sold at a
huge profit for the building of
the Astor House Hotel. which
was completed in 1858 (see
page 212). However, by the end
of the 1860s the foreign
population, which had grown
from around 300 when the
bridge was completed to over
1,600, were becoming tired of
paying their annual fees—as
were the Chinese who were
forced to pay in cash every time
they crossed.

The Suzhou Creek Bridge
Company set about the
construction of the first iron
bridge across the creek in 1871.
The SMC’s plans to purchase it
came to nothing when the half-
completed structure fell apart
and sank into the water in May
that year. What was left of it was

later sold off as scrap. The SMC
now took matters into their own
hands and erected the first
Garden Bridge, made of wood.
In 1873.
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Iram crossing the bridge, 1950s

The bridge proved costly to
maintain and in 1888 the SMC
was looking to replace it with a
more permanent iron or steel
structure. However, none of the
51 plans submitted was
approved by the Council on
account of their high cost and
what the Council called their
unsuitability” It wasn’t made
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50-foot tall girders at the . | | il
centre. All the steelwork was _l-he origins of the anomalously southern end of the Bund. But, z w
manufactured by the Cleveland assigned Public Gardens go as usual, things went more slowly |
(et vl HcgeLompan i DatnETo o SRR | et o et
Ll ml'm s At s L LINEERS, I England. The bridge, with its began to build up around a Shanghai’s first British architects. |
””:ﬂ, » "";T;.E§§:§E§§:§“i?;m§?""‘"- wood-block paving, was sunken ship on the shores Henry Lester, was reprimanded |
Il «“*:‘ A GUARANTEE OF eFFiciENcY L opened to traffic on 20 fronting the British Consulate at for his unsatisfactory building *
e . T ——— January 1908. the northern end of the Bund. In | work. By 1868, however all was
1864, demands were made for vell and the garden was ) B8
plain to the public that all of the There were strong calls from the unsightly Consular mud-flats. completed, fenced and thrown :
designs would have proved a civic lobby to enlarge or rebuild as they were called, to be filled in | open to the public. , :
flailures had they been built as the bridge when the Bund was and converted into a botanical " i ‘ :
the Council's engineer had being widened in the early garden. The SMC had planned to .However the de‘ﬁmtron of i 5
failed to provide the companies 1920s. On that occasion the get the preliminary work done by public that was A largelly. e
concerned with adequate Council disagreed, and if it the end of 1865 using mud from | = o ded those of local origin, the o
technical information. Yet weren’t for the events of the the Yangjingbang Creek at the SMC having made it clear in 1871 i 4
another engineering blunder had Pacific War the bridge might have i
been made. In 1890 the Council disappeared long ago. The 4:
decided on repairing the Council put forward proposals to i V
Garden Bridge so that it could eventually replace it with a new l! i
continue to function for a further | bridge no less than 80 feet wide , I
ten years. In 1933, with the expectation o i “
| , , that a ‘centenary memorial ” ik
n fact, more than ten years o | HE
had passed when the absolute bridge” would be completed i ‘l. ‘!
. W 1942 or 1943, Following the 1
necessity of replacing it with a | 18
steel bridge arose in 1906 when OUtpr??k Qf Smo-Japane;e | ’
the tramway system was being hostilities in 1937 the bridge was |

manned by Japanese army
sentries to the north and by their
British counterparts to the south.
The tram service over the bridge,
which was suspended in August
of that year, wasn't restored until
June 1942,

Introduced to the city. The new
Garden Bridge, designed by the
Municipal Engineer's Department
and constructed by Messrs.
Howarth, Erskine Ltd. of
Singapore, had two equal spans
of just over 171 feet, with
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The Public Gardens, early 1880s
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that ‘the garden was to be
Invested with the atmosphere of a
quiet English park! From its
earliest days the garden was
barred to most Chinese, although
police were originally given orders
to admit respectable and well-
dressed Chinese and those
accompanied by, and in the
service of, foreigners. Even so,
there were incessant complaints
by foreigners over the numbers of
Chinese in the park despite further
measures to restrict entry.

M atters came to a head in
the 1880s as ‘Chinese

Gentlemen, of high character and
intelligence’ who had lost their
right to enter the grounds made
their views heard. An editorial in
the North China Daily News of
November 1885 put forward the
case for keeping the garden
beyond the bounds of Chinese
patronage. It insisted that ‘all
reasonable persons will
acknowledge the great obstacle
of opening the gates of the
Garden indiscriminately. The little
enclosure would swarm with
Chinese to such an extent as to
render it unavailable as a foreign
promenade; the air would
resound with the strident yells
which pass among the natives for
conversation, foreign ears and
stomachs would be offended by
sights and sounds inseparable
from a code of etiquette which

does not insist upon the use of
pocket handkerchiefs or forbid
stentorian cleaning of the throat
and grass, flowers and shrubs
would soon show signs of
hopeless deterioration. All this is
undeniable. The editor did,
however, suggest that a ticket
system be introduced to allow
entry to those Chinese
conversant with foreign ways so
as not to confront good taste.
The editor’s conciliatory tone
changed just a few months later
when he proclaimed ‘the affairs
of this Settlement bristle with
anomalies. Chinese rentpayers
who are clamouring now for
equal rights, have no voice
whatsoever in the Government
of the place, and no place at the
meeting of voters. The garden
moreover, is laid out exclusively
after foreign taste, and was
notoriously designed for foreign
use.” The ‘better class’ of
Chinese found further affront in
that other Asiatics, including
Japanese and Koreans, some of
whom were far from respectable,
as well as dogs on leashes were
permitted entry to the gardens
at that time.

The SMC resolved to set up
a separate Chinese Public
Garden, between Hugiu Road
and Sichuan Road on Suzhou
Creek, which, in 1890, was
opened to all without prejudice.

NoO DoGgs AND HARDLY ANY CHINESE

The senior Chinese official in
Shanghai named the garden as
‘China and all the Nations
Rejoice Together! However few
of the well-dressed Chinese elite.
or foreigners—apart from those
who had their houseboats
moored alongside—ventured
past its gates where members of
the lower classes of Chinese
society would congregate in their
multitude. The respectable

Chinese classes were thereafter
barred from the Public Gardens.
They did, however, have recourse
to their own far grander pleasure
gardens to the west of the
International Settlement.

Even with the new regulations,
complaints by foreigners
about the nuisances caused by
those Chinese still permitted to
enter the Public Cardens
continued in abundance. Many

Chinese admitted to the Public Gardens for the first, and only time, on the occasion of the

coronation of King George V, 1941

’ i\

S S M P NS S

b

-

-~
e T g s e o =, S P et B s . g i g 28 -

A
- ————— - .

e T R ————————

\ )
' |
‘3

A

-

-
W
Qe
A
e
i
-
4"~
L
s

4
e
o
s
4

")
“h
"

'

b
-3
ol
il“'-l
.‘_"l
- )]
: ]

™

7
s
%
2
" |
¥
-
5
.
I

o
s (k|

Q
s
it
o ]
o
N
N
"_'\.‘s
.:.{“.\'

x2 L oR e 3 RATEIRY R AR S ST S i § S TR e T i,
D i TR T Y vl & et s - iy LA AT - P AT I Al o oy 3
SN AR D el S U S R e T L A e S T L

... ...\.,
-, - — -- . ] .' > .n
M TN S UL O Be Gl T Fe ettty aad e g
[ <t D R v | Foe SN T B
oy e ' e o e S 5 (Yo e T |
ot R e R R ) it S NG 1 T

A
¢ -

- A oy o3 « oy b e e T
SIS SN 0 S sy O i -".
S e e UG AR NANY L TES ETASERT e, LS By N

et o 2

e g

o b S

P ]
- walid L0 w 04 %



FEATURE i No Doags anp HARDLY ANY CHINESE No DoGs anp HARDLY ANy CHINESE

association of a dog, itself a term
of debasement in Chinese
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Bieaking the rules~seated amahs during a band performance, carly 20" century

were directed at the ‘amahs’ or
nannies, who were often accused
of letting foreign children in their
charge run riot, spoiling flower
beds and causing havoc during

i
musical performances. Other approach and made no mention of to an end. It wasn't until the ; ._
recurrent objections were raised | the Chinese whatsoever. No doubt beginning of June 1928 that the it

as to why dogs were sometimes

{
permitted to enter. resentment and friction with the Well, they were not actually open ' hH
he Public Gardens Regulations acal community. However, in the N a” a§ =Pl dRoty Fent il f Il

. latter regulations, which were admission charge was imposed. R g e
WAIGTTHETE POSUE NExtto the operative until the gardens were The eXpense, equivalent to half a The gardens in 1934 %‘:

entrance gate were very clear on
these matters. And even though
the infamous phrase 'Dogs and
Chinese Not Admitted’ was never
found amongst them, there were
separale regulations with regard
to dogs, the control of children.
the use of seats and rights of
entry. It is interesting to note
that whilst the 1903 regulations

stated that ‘no Chinese are
admitted except servants in
attendance upon foreigners' the
1917 regulations (reprinted on
page 63), took a more neutral

this was a move to defuse growing

opened to all, the Chinese seem

to be denied any existence at all
and are demoted to the category
of ‘others.

Regardless of the taxonomy,
the message and the greater
Insult was clear to those that
sought it. Dogs and Chinese were
accorded equal status. The

culture, coalesced in popular
consciousness to become a
potent epithet for the wrongs of
foreign imperialism in China.
Many Chinese were educated to
believe, and still believe, that a
Sign containing the term ‘no dogs

Sy = A I '

R b , ge'

and Chinese’ actually did exist side S b ST |
‘ . . The gardens in 1900 Dennis George Crow i‘ ’ I ®
Serious consideration of the Bt

admission of Chinese to the
Public Cardens, and indeed to all
the other foreign parks in the
Settlement, began in 1926 when
three members of the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce started
discussions with the Parks
Committee. But British
officialdom would not accept any
resolution until the period of
SEvere unrest and anti-foreignism,
which was sweeping China. came

gates were finally opened to all.

day's labour or more, effectively
kept out the poorer class of
Chinese, as well as the less
advantaged elements of the
foreign community, Including the
stateless White Russians. Dogs
were still not admitted.

Even a reporter from the
North China Daily News had to

.
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admit that the park had an
atmosphere of normality,
despite the overwhelming
number of Chinese visitors, after
It opened. However he couldn’t
refrain from pointing out that a
small number of Chinese youths
were sprawled full length on the
benches. Again, complaints,
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signs and street names from Public and Reserve Gardens 1

around the city.

: y e g~ we e it e S
- ‘ . J A I~y - ,
-~ o e - ' - S i r Noaw - - i

Some habits never die, Huangpu Park, 2006

largely relating to overcrowding,
began to be heard. The pricing
policy certainly restricted visitor

numbers, but with a city i i ; preventing such mischief.
s o i a copy of the SMC's records | ] |
population of well over three repo?*ging thie Far s /. No person. is allowed within the band stand enclosure. g

million it was normal for around
1,800 entrance tickets to be
sold on an average day in 1933

pecial use of the garden

was granted free of charge to
members of the Japanese Army
Water Police and the Japanese
Gendarmerie for their early
morning exercises in 1939 and
1940, and they insisted on
taking their dogs with them. As
a sign of the changing times,
little heed was taken of the

advice by British members of g "E}'ﬂ%m&i% 0

the SMC that dogs were not L R B o it
allowed. Following the o I8
retrocession of the International L, : l z ¢
settlement on 1% August 1943, ’* _ { g
the collaborationist City f“ ' 1
Government opened the ,,;:.% i ,
gardens with free entry to all ;i crio } i
just two days later. They also 133;‘ i : . 1118
simultaneously set about :;;éf“a“n;;m’%%‘i %qéméfgﬂif;‘?!"‘id ; ;f :

Present-day regulations

Today the former grounds
of the Public Gardens are largely
covered with paving and known
as the Huangpu Park. The park
nouses the Bund Historical
Viuseum, which is located at the
pase of the early 1990s
Vionument to the People's
Heroes, and has a collection of
photographs chronicling
Shanghai's modern history and

Chinese to its confines. The
former grounds of the Chinese
Public Garden have recently
been transformed into an
atlractive recreational area.

Statue of a People’s Hero in the Huangpu FPark

REGULATIONS |18

1. The Gardens are reserved for the Foreign Community.

N

. The Gardens are opened daily to the public from 6 a.m.
and will be closed half an hour after midnight.

. No persons are admitted unless respectably dressed.
. Dogs and bicycles are not admitted.
- Perambulators must be confined to the paths.

O\ O B~ W

- Birdnesting, plucking flowers, climbing trees or damaging
the trees, shrubs, or grass is strictly prohibited; visitors and
others in charge of children are requested to aid in

8. Amahs in charge of children are not permitted to occupy the
seats and chairs during band performances.

Y. Children unaccompanied by foreigners are not allowed in
Reserve Garden.

10. The police have instructions to enforce these regulations.

By Order.
N. O. Liddell.

Secretary.
Council Room. Shanghai. Sept. 13, 1917
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he architectural profession enjoyed

L e

AL modest esteer in 19* century e

Shanghai as landowners generally saw little need for their skills or |

expense. As demonstrated by the early development of the Bund, il

direct dealings with Chinese contractors to supervise construction |

often produced practical, if not particularly successful, results. i ! £
|

such arrangements didn’t bode well for the professional |
practitioner. Little money from the huge cost of building the f
Shanghai Club in the early 1860s found its way into the pocket of |
Charles St. George Cleverly, the Colonial surveyor of Hong Kong, |
for his design work. Other more modest pioneering Bund I}

|

residents, including W. R. Adamson, decided to design and build |
their premises themselves, |

b L e e Py s

ing south, 1860s

The Bund look
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g l‘,'lilijii . :ﬁ"f‘- W e A Scotsman, Mr. Strachan, was the first Professional architect |
e ;;;_:' i VO M e L accredited to work in the city after his arrival in 1849. Apart from |
FiLEEES | LS the fact that he employed Ningbo craftsmen and produced Greek- ]
styled buildings, little is known of his work and certainly none of i 1l
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it survives. William Kidner, who came to Shanghai to supervise
the construction of the Holy Irinity Church (later cathedral) near
the Bund from 1866-1869, was the first British architect of any 18
| importance to work in the city. During his three-year sojourn, i
amongst other buildings, he completed the British Consulate i
prison on the Bund and the nearby Lyceum Theatre in 1867 He 11 HIE
paid several return visits to Asia and his Shanghai practice passed T
into the hands of his British partner, ]. M. Cory, soon after he had |
| . designed the Hongkong and ohanghai Bank building on the Bund

in 1877. Nothing of his work on the Bund survives, but the
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The Bund looking north, 1880s
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1925 this number had risen to 46 and in 1937 there were 54,
predominantly foreign, offices in the city.
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The Shanghai Society of Engineers and Architects, which had
been founded in January 1901 by Mr. Gabriel James Morrison to
promote the science and practice of Engineering and Architecture |
in all their branches,’ had attracted over 100 members by 1904. At ‘

 that time only around a third of its members had any form of Al
protessional qualification. An Institute of Architects in China was ileae
established in the city soon after and was incorporated in Hong Jill
Kong, with the approval of the Royal Institute of Pritish |
Architects, in 1907. However on its home ground the Institute, i
which represented most of Shanghai's leading architects, had no i
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Hongkong and Shanghar Bank’s first building on the Bund

; . , luck in securing their desire for an obligatory registration of i
cathedral does. The last sign of Cory’s work on the Bund. the Seeow gh' o s i 5 i / : 81 i 3 it
. . . roressional architects in the city. Even though the Institute was |

second generation Custom House, was demolished in 1924. He P i LSf\;lC | 190/% hat 5 it L

: : . . 1 . recognise the oMU In ofangnal s consular otticials 111 [

assisted Mr. J. Chambers in the design of the building and died il | o & - it f &
2 00 T | . o decided in 1909 that they ‘did not find sufficient reason for the |
during the course of its construction in 1893. |
|

|

registration of architects and conceived that by so doing it would { ‘
give them a monopoly of business.’ On the same day the decision ". | | |
was reported, a letter to the North China Daily News expressed o
the view that ‘the best built houses are built without the help of |

architects using a Chinese contractor.” That such a view, and lack Vi.-‘! i 8
by 1872 and went on to construct many buildings around the of regulation, still prevailed and, indeed, continued to prevail over | I
Settlement. However, his main activity was in land dealing and the following decades is in part why Shanghai’s historic :.: I
by the time of his death in 1926 he was probably the largest |

landowner in Shanghai with an estate valued at three million

The most enduring and financially successful British architect
in Shanghai, Henry Lester, arrived in 1863 to carry out a survey
of the International Settlement for the SMC. Lester, a London-
trained architect and land surveyor, had set up his own practice

architecture is so unusually eclectic. And, of course, money was a

|

3

,'
major consideration as architects would expect a seven percent S
commission on the total cost of a new building. ] tf.:
f | B

!

|

|

#

pounds. His company, which combined architectural services

with land and property dealings, set a precedent which was to be | | | |
L , he early builders and architects of the Bund had no notion |
lollowed by many others up to the 1940s. And today many

. . o . . of what engineering difficulties were to confront their 20
toreign architectural practices in the city are following the same
. century successors. In the 1920s boreholes were sunk to nearly
path yet again.

1,000 feet in depth without the discovery of any bedrock. The

shanghai soil, or to be more precise its alluvial silt with a fifty
percent water content, presented new challenges to those seeking
to build high. Mr. Sidney J. Powell quoted in 1920, asserted that
‘Shanghai can only stand six floors, London sixty tloors, New e
York and Hong Kong any number. George Leopold Wilson, the ' B
architect of many of the Bund’s large surviving structures '
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ohanghai’s architectural fraternity began to grow and take on
hew importance towards the end of the 19™ century as the
demand for larger and more advanced buildings required their
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professional services, as well as those of protessional engineers. In
1890 there were just three professional architectural practices in
the city. By 1900 there were seven and in 1910 a total of 15. In
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remarked that ‘there are few other cities in the world, if any, 1 E:
which present such difficulties regarding the foundations for il

buildings of any magnitude...even though the weight is spread
over the whole site, it is usual for a building to sink about six

HALE 11 -','tzf';
inches, and sometimes more. So long as it settles evenly there is i
JIRES 5 -
' : i 1
nothing to worry about, but when the settlement is uneven the | f. i :
: ; : . [
architect and engineer have a few sleepless nights.’ &
e ! l.' »

> R

. . - , L i .
The buildings on the Bund are effectively tloating on a sea of |

mud. It was, of course, usual to estimate beforehand what the :
settlement would be. In designing buildings for the Hongkong
and Shanghai Bank, the Chartered Bank and the Yokohama
opecie Bank, the ground floor was set 12 inches above where it

i ”; i ,'

8 R
was expected to rest. lemporary steps were erected from the _ e, v el G R iF
street and removed one at a time. The settling process could take e el R DL, adse R

- : o e 1 S L A OO Y il ';—1}' =
several years and, to compound matters, the footpaths in front of Construction of the new Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 1923 ‘,‘f: |
the buildings were themselves raised on occasions—notably in the e | | Ml

odern equipment was rarely used in the construction of | x,r

early 1920s and the early 1930s. e | il %
buildings before the arrival of the London contractors, Messrs. RIB ¢

. e . Bl

The major buildings on the Bund are resting on huge . lrollope & Colls on the Bund in 1921. Before that time heavy B

LA Sy

concrete ratts underpinned by wooden piles up to 100 feet in materials were raised by block and tackle and mechanisation was e
length. Huge quantities of imported Oregon pine (Douglas Fir) viewed in terms of how many cheap Chinese labourers were on [
were used for this purpose. hand. Trollope and Colls introduced modern construction ] |!?

' ” : ; | "4

some 1,600 piles were used methods and imported the first tower cranes ever to be seen in ’ N

S I 1

; . ) _ ) L]

in the construction of China. It wasn’t, however, until around 1930 that the widespread e

‘ BRI

Sassoon House and over . use of electric cement mixers was adopted. | ;‘?%.

2,600 piles supported the “ | ‘

’ P PP The Bund’s architects were drawn from a small number of | il

huge mass of the Hongkong | | o | | T

| foreign architectural practices in the city. In the first decade of the HHE

and Shanghai Bank. : _ | oy | S

207 century when the first major buildings appeared Atkinson & {18

And it wasn't just the Dallas stood out as the city’s leading architects and civil engineers ]

Ei s AR, Diles that were imported | Mr. Brenan Atkinson, who had been practising as an architect in
Knnerr) vigw .z gi L5 3 . .'.. - . , - e ; ’ f'r

| : ‘ Amazingly, the bulk of the the city since the eatly 1890s, was joined by the former Assistant e
line over: ons underway a ssoon House, 192 : i _ ‘ | 4 3
Piling operations undersoay at Sassoon House, 1926 materials used for the Municipal Engineer, Mr. Arthur Dallas, to form the partnership in |
construction and decoration of the Bund’s buildings were too. 1897. Mr. Atkinson died in 1907 just before the completion of M

BN
That included tons of rare Italian marble, granite from Hong Kong their Great Northern Telegraph Company Building on the Bund,
and Japan, and just about everything from pre-fabricated structural after which his brother took his place in the firm. They went on | I g
steel to Crittall metal windows, and from pre-moulded ceilings to to design the Banque de L'Indo-Chine, which was completed six i
Shanks sanitary ware from England. years later. | j
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Other architects of this period included the Munich educated
Mr. Heinrich Becker who designed the Russo-Chinese Bank, the
German-Asiatic Bank (rebuilt in 1948) and the Club Concordia
(demolished in 1935), and the British firm of Scott & Carter who
designed the Palace Hotel. The latter partnership ended when Mr.
Carter died during the course of its construction.

IF)ut it was the firm of Palmer and Turner which, soon after
@ their arrival in 1912, went on to dominate the architectural
nomenclature of the Bund. They designed nine landmark
buildings, commencing with the Union Building in 1915 and
concluding with the Bank of China, which they had direct
involvement with until 1939 when their Shanghai office closed.
In the intervening years they designed magnificent buildings for
the Yangtsze Insurance Association, the Glen Line, the Chartered
Bank, the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, the Yokohama Specie
Bank, the Chinese Maritime Customs and Sassoon House,
incorporating the Cathay Hotel. They also presided over a major
conversion of the Palace Hotel in the mid-1920s and were
consulting architects for the monumental Broadway Mansions
just to the north of the Bund on Suzhou Creek.

.
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ther major British architectural firms were to claim few
@spoils on the Bund. However, Messrs. Stewardson & Spence
designed the Jardine Matheson & Co. Building and the McBain
Building—whilst Lester, Johnson & Morriss were to erect three
buildings in the early 1920s. Although Henry Lester retired in
1915, he was still alive to see his company’s achievements in the
form of the NKK Building, the Bank of Taiwan and the North
China Daily News Building. The firm was established in 1913
when the businesses of Mr. Lester and Mr. George A. Johnson
were amalgamated and Mr. Gordon Morriss was taken into

partnership. Messrs. Lester and Morriss were also directors of the
North China Daily News.

Henry Lester was often mimicked as being one of the most
miserly members of the British community. Despite his wealth,
he lived in modest accommaodations and was reported to use

public trams to get around the city. In his early Shanghai days he
kept residences at a number of Bund addresses including the

* Masonic Lodge and the Shanghai Club. He was renowned for his

daily stroll along the Bund and, although he was the oldest
member of the Shanghai Club, he was said to never go into its
bar except on Christmas Eve when the boys of the club treated
the members to cake and wine. Although he had made many
bequests unbeknown to the public before his death, his fortune
was posthumously passed on to a trust, which, aMONg NUMErous
worthy causes, built grand educational institutes in the city,
including the Lester Institute of Technical Education which
otfered courses in engineering and architecture.
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BT PALMER AND TURNER—STANDING THE TEST OF TIME

PALMER AND TURNER—
OTANDING THE TEST OF TIME

n his 1985 book Tall Stories

Malcolm Purvis, a former
partner of Palmer and Turner.
traced the company’s long and
lustrious history to 1868 when
Its progenitor, Englishman
William Salway, arrived in Hong
Kong. Salway formed a
partnership with Wilberforce
Wilson that was joined by
Lieutenant Sotheby Godfrey
Bird in 1878, alter which Salway
announced his retirement.
Wilson retired soon after new
arrival Clement Palmer, a
remarkably talented 23-year-old
british architect, had drawn up
plans for the hugely successful
new premises of the Hongkong
and Shanghai Bank in 1883.
Ihe project secured the fortunes
of the Bird and Palmer
partnership and a host of other
andmark buildings in Hong
ong followed. Sadly, virtually
nothing is left of these today:.
Little is known about Arthur
Turner, who joined Palmer and
Bird to act as structural
engineer, but following Bird's
retirement, the company took
on the name of Palmer and
Turner in 1891.

G

I

The Bird family link with
Palmer and Turner, however,
was to endure over three
generations, with G. V. Bird
becoming a partner at the
Shanghai office in 1937 shortly
before its closure at the
outbreak of the Second World
War. Following the events of
1957, things were desperate for
the firm and George Leopold
Wilson, the company's doyen
architect and senior partner,
was considering closing it down.
He was largely talked out of it
by the manager of the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank.
The bank had enjoyed a long
and close relationship with the
firm and Wilson had designed
their landmark buildings in Hong
Kong and Shanghai.

In a letter to a retired
partner in 19538 Wilson states
| have never been so worried,
struggling to keep the firm after
paying out so much in capital
and goodwill during the past few
years and having no partners
with any cash and anyone with
their money tied up in property
In Shanghai does not know

PALMER AND TURNER—STANDING THE TEST oF TIiME }

whether they have a bean in the
world today ... | do not expect
there will be building work of
any magnitude in Shanghai for
at least two years so | propose
cutting down the staff to a man
and a boy. (Reprinted from Ta//
Stories)

-l-heir Shanghai office closed
In 1939 and the Hong Kong

office followed in 1941 . Whilst
the Hong Kong office reopened
following the War, Palmer and
Turner’'s long overdue return to
Shanghai didn't take place until
July 1990. Although Palmer and
Turner reformed its corporate
structure to become the P&T
Group in 1982, establishing it
as not only the oldest but also
the largest architectural
engineering practice in South
tast Asia, most people in
Shanghai just refer to the
company by its old familiar
name, one that is engraved on
the finest historic buildings in
the city. The P&T Group today
Is occupied with major projects
In Shanghai and throughout
China. On the Bund the Group
was involved with proposals for

Mr. Clement Palmer, partner 1884-1909

the enlargement of their own
former Hongkong and Shanghai
Bank building. However, HSBC
decided not to reoccupy the
building. They also put together
proposais for the Peninsula
Hotel Group in the same
building, which is now occupied
by the Pudong Development
Bank. A new Peninsula hotel is
now being established further
up the Bund.

73

¥ FEATURE

dnoin 104

3

— e e . .

R P G B P Pk A g . .

T S — e g

- -_ 4
4 L WY

S s B U S—— p—

o —
-

I e Y SIS KR
VA" S A, Uy ke e E

1 A o

- !:‘_’.""","":"".\’.'". -
- Sy e

- - » A Aoy . |
g N pang. enlin
. y 4 w23 oAk LAY N s
- s ¥y ~r
] L W I At gt o ) i e ¥ 0 A 4 e s e by )
" 2 e T A P e g L L AT R | Neas iy

Wity : I3
S S N v R A

20 e o e e I e g Ty PG W [T o e N N oS o
g‘\.‘-—“r:.&g‘_.' SN e A o [NES S ‘-"Mf&'ﬂa—&“‘ \AIWVM-‘ LSRR -

T,
ot
vt
>
.
-
&

3

: ”.:"j
v '.,‘:J
B
B
4
i
i
il
T 1
'S ‘}';i
ey
.' 5
g3
=y

. o Y PP g > - - > - .
SCTERN Vot g e-4C R R v A ] Do T IT 40 00
e - 2 ¥ X - S e sy Db A

T S L0 o DERRPRS s A ek U e e R Y S A T A L
LR L e BIGWAE i erased iy g3 T e b odey R g o T S A SIS TS PSS R A P g s,

-y

33 0 S T R L L S T
a5 2 . 2

Nl B 23 (h N 3
PER A L A SR N

'
-

< T e
- alyt DR LS S0Y o\~
- 8 e AT P00 RS SRR T TN

)
9y s



B T WILSON—MASTER ARCHITECT AND MAN OF MORES Tuc WILSON—MASTER ARCHITECT AND MAN OF MORES

VEATURE

T'uG WiLsON—MASTER ARCHITECT m B
e A. [FrLLow.] ;'_ l i ‘

AND MAN OF MORES CANDIDATES sparate statevvt . B ||l LB
Evory Candidate desitous of being admitted a Fellow of the Royal I f \.

Inwtitutc of British Architeets must furmish the Council with bdormation (‘f' ‘ f : i ~f_"\'

tff.avj:lul in .the ilgmn hffcinlwlmf Binl:ﬂl e _ ; , ! , 3

EEE mp Oy £ Wl & Okt 1

E.:“:‘.c‘;«é.' R .DNJ"' &k, L,..J.“' 3 H:% z‘ ‘.

1914. They took up offices in B e G e C;S rRig i

' el - 74 :'".."S::;.:-'lg Q- sa'r» da . o W ‘Qﬁ.,,,z—.,..., I ‘ ¢ é-;_;

the Union Building, at No. 3. i e e

after they had completed it in O TR e e i i

' “ e e Seasaivio . BN

(he following year. Wilson BT . R

, o S Ronpbom TRhebi ol . Ranfbs i

personally designed, or assisted Eomm o ao L Redes B NS

in the design, of six of the nine BEE Sl Bkl bt B

- et care Sae 3 S Al
Palmer and Turner buildings on iy 4 RS i 2‘:&# W B LU
- - T ] . b
the Bund. Wilson spoke of good i Bog G Dopebotil Shee o § ] I
architecture as ‘creative L P e Gy By e B
. ’ $ VA Y of J : w da. |

€xpression inspired by the s Stea R E
. (i
beauty of the past.” His ideal M e Lt e S -
C O b [ f r ‘t. 1 bereby declare thnt.\tf.xc _:zovc sutcnwz-xt. made by mwe this ___,sjjo‘ 'da.\' !: ’ ;; : ‘:('
m lna lon O p. ODOI lon’ c}i;ﬂ%m. 4'.1;““11 hno_att;n;d Th: a?v&dniogn:e:‘u:vaf:; ixr;;:‘ . " : E' :
mass and form with simple TR e iy tomt E
‘ oo ~ ‘ Sspmaiwre of Candidate ﬁ"‘}b NM | | }‘I : {‘
Interior decoration, colour and 2 2 IS~ Tt [ Gk Bt He o i
e - , . J " A Cumtidate for Telowiy et Jare stisined e ope of Uity Joam, wnd Do et dure main At age o1 tho'dats 4 |8l ¢ *'
Ighting was epitomised in the e = egasem s il iy
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creation of Sassoon House and Wilson’s application to become a fellow of the Reval Tustitute ; i

the Cathay Hotel {HOW the north of British Arcliitects, 1924 "j é i %

Wing of the Peace Hotel). His Tug Wilson was unusually ‘ i il
other landmark buildings in the civic minded. He was an active »‘ | a;i &
vicinity of the Bund—the council member of the Royal || T
Metropole Hotel, Hamilton Asiatic Society and largely H | gzj
| | House and the Royal Asiatic responsible for the collection of T
. George Leopold Wilson and Mrs. Wilso | e . W , RER
O R R ~ Society buildings—still stand funds to build its premises, He | ; &
. , o . | | Bt
corge Leopold Wilson had a | and [taly. His love of new places loday as testament to the was also president of the Union o
long and distinguished and challenges saw him leave inimitable and progressive nature Club of China for many years. i ﬂ
career in the Far East. Born on England’s shores in 1908 to take | of the city in the early 1930s. The Club was an adventurous f"
1" November 1880 and Up an assistant’s post with Palmer Whilst on vacation in Europe and undertaking when it opened in A
educated in London, he began and Turner in Hong Kong. | America in 1931, Wilson wrote 1919 in that it ‘promoted social (f A
P » : % ¢ b i - | 3 | e
his career when he was articled | , N a letter that ‘there is not a intercourse between Chinese and (e
. . Wilson accompanied Lt. Col. | . , | | 0]
[0 H. W. Peck Architects in 1898. M. H. Logan to Shanghai in 191 great deal which Shanghai can foreign members of the business ].- |
During his time as assistant to Gl : . today learn from elsewhere world.” Originally only open to i
= to open a branch office where e . S o . _ BB
=, B. J. Cluson from 19011908 | which would be in the direction British, Americans and Chinese L]
: they both became partners in et . , ‘ | : &
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Roads in the Forties howse inhabitedt by the firm of Shaw, et
)L N the carly days of Shanghai thie main Ripley & Co, at the junction of the Rop

._:.

A renquitement of o honse i Chiog wav walk Road, now the Kivkiang Rowd, and @88 S
-~ * ! » - y . . o - :
then SUPS I ot B s winde ve randdaly  the Bunsd.  As bwd was o !"-':'!‘ e upen
with ronndd brick pillars senning roond, or  ¢pace geneniiy sueoumled these puimiive g
A
e

at feast on three sides, and this wac the Boses, il Hye compounds ware planted
. . . \
type gonerally adopted. T some cases  seith teees, meatly wiliows, A& the geowth

architectural wid was procored fram the  of a aty was not comtemspliated the passage. “ B

Southern colony, tat the greater number  woye wore never denominated streets but 8 { l ’ I ' , P ,

of the honses \s.-gn- Of e tvpn retorred oy, were o:llirl{ xim;-’.y‘ m.ldr;'. aned of these tho 1 - ‘ LDING HE D
e U RMA At AR B ol e Comiloc o . | shipwrecked on a small island
(T | near Sumatra. Surviving the
incident, he spent the war years
In England as a volunteer with |

‘ the Ministry of Works, before ' 1 cheap on the Bund and it wasn's

ey n.ihg ke Hon(g }]<ong 5 long before the first crude, rambling houses of foreign ‘hongs,’ or
enasiitate the Cotony. He tirms, began to spread haphazardly along the waterfront. The

n the early years land was

returned to England following his _ e . : .
| = earliest buildings on the Bund, including those of the first lot
£ | Tretirement as senior partner of holders, Jardine Math % C Ak O | Bag
. olders, fardine Matheson 0 anda the Oriental Bank were
Palmer and Turner in 1952. S ‘ | | | , .
based on designs from the ‘south teaturing wide verandas with
V\/llson S plans for his round brick or wooden columns on all four sides. In
----- " retirement home were : v 0 .
Article from Secial Shanghai magazine, 1914 compradouc Style Lhey would feature large gIOU_HdS populated

started whilst he was in , . . . 55 .
with willow trees. The first major building contractor to establish

and by the time it was closed in Shanghai.. e pur;hased Hat;h his presence on the Bund was a Cantonese gentleman who

1934 Wilson noted that it had Farm at Lindford, in the English loved fF of " f 1 ’
fulflled its purnose: He was 2 county of Hampshire, in 1934 emp oye | a sta ? antonese ,wor men, and was known to his
e S eR b and drew up plans for its foreign clients as ‘Chop Dollar.

Shanghai, Hong Kong and conversion. Short periods away In the early 1860s Shanghai was experiencing a most
Singapore, played polo and fr.o'm' >hanghai were spent extraordinary land and property boom as up to 700,000 Chinese
adored steeple-chasing. His UISILTe Fhe house, and t.he citizens tlooded into the British and American Settlements to
charming wife, with whom he had | Ténovation and decoration work

escape the atrocities of the Taiping rebels raging outside the city.
Huge profits were being made by the British in providing

one son, was also notable as one | Was completed during his

of Shanghai's great socialites. [r\ig;zz]fT;}é?;?;:ﬁ:% Sl_te e accommodation for the new population, and drinking champagne

At the outbreak of the o the \;valls A treasures’ e by the case was the order of the day. Many extravagant plans
>econd World War he had the Far East were to be found in were laid, including those for the Shanghai Club on the Bund.
managed to get his wife safely abundance. Wilson died there in That building, and others to follow, represented a new

out of Shanghai. On his attempt September 1967
Lo return England, though, he
was less fortunate. His ship was
bombed and he found himself

ostentation indicative of the times and featured three floors,
overly thick brick walls and Chinese roof tiles. Chop Dollar
began work on the Shanghai Club in 1861, However, by the time |
of its completion in 1864 many defects had appeared and its top |
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1 e SRR e On adjacent Nanjing Road some of the hastily built three- il
. 1 3 R | storey structures, which were designed to accommodate refugees i
trom the Taiping Rebellion, survived until 1901. The Chinese had

generally never felt comfortable in these elevated structures and
alter the Rebellion their top floors were chopped off. 1S
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veranda collapsed. It was described by Club officials ‘as a stately

structure, which in spite of all the scientific abuse lavished on its

/‘

o

P ;-,5)' §‘~‘
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architectural peculiarities takes up so much room on the Bund.’

But it wasn't only physical defects that afflicted the building. Like P e igle i

many others built during that period it was soon in deep debt as | | , |
j land values on the Bund plummeted and businesses were turned Vi e ' A
upside down following the departure of around 500,000 Chinese ‘

atter the troubles were quelled in 1864. Some reports put the

number of Chinese in the area as just 80,000 in the following
year.

The good times were over, at least for a short while. Other R | TR T - : R, TRuE ||

grand edilices were, however, soon to follow—including the C PR TS R " e iy
Hongkong and Shanghai’s Bank’s second premises on the Bund, |

which, after its demolition in the 1920s, was described by the B iy s
| : | gl

|
}
!
Bank's chief as ‘a very pretentious building,” that was ‘too large.’ Jrdf g EEE A 1!.'
Many smaller buildings, in the old compradoric style managed to | ' |

survive alongside until the end of the 19" century and beyond. e _ % o

i The last such building, belonging to Dent & Co. on the corner of | He il
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| Jiujiang Road and the Bund, was torn down in 1915. f oo R WA ey . B
. | Artisi’s impression of the new Palace Hotel |
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i plans were drawn up for the company by Moorhead & Halse, ﬁl‘ ‘
el ST Engineers and Architects, for an even taller building. Their plans 1
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for a nine-storey, 123-foot-high structure which were submitted in g

June 1910 were again approved with conditions, but Dodwell &
Co. yet again decided not to go ahead on account of the L
additional costs involved.
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accolade as the tallest building in Shanghai, and barring Chinese : : ||

pagoda structures and the odd cathedral spire, the tallest in
China.
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JI n 1904, the year that plans were drawn up for the Palace Hotel,
an even more ambitious scheme was submitted to the SMC by
Dodwell & Co., a major British merchant house engaged in

Ll

Importing, exporting and shipping which had its premises on the ey 1

present site of No. 3 the Bund. Their proposal to build a 115-foat, o | ’ ', .
steel-framed structure was well received by Mr. Mayne, the SMC e o
Engineer and Surveyor. In a letter dated 7 January 1905 to J.O.P. ; | ' i
Bland, the Secretary of the SMC, he wrote that ‘when a firm is ‘; | ;
willing to sink such a large sum of money in an enterprise of this gi%g&?f s !
kind, I think it should be encouraged, provided the public rights g%}% . __ ik ;
are not interfered with.” He went on to say that such a building i ‘“‘ ‘ ; i .
‘will undoubtedly be an object lesson to the Chinese in rapid and ' : e
scientitic building construction—a lesson badly needed—it will l *
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turnish excellent office accommodation in a very central location e S ROV 113
; . T , The old premises of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 1908 L
and will add a very fine building—designed by one of the best |
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TR n 1910, an even more extraordinary proposal for an entertainment
| i i Ecentre housed in a 300-foot pagoda-style building near the Bund
was endorsed by Mr. Mayne's successor, Mr. Godfrey. Godfrey
said ‘the whole question of the erection of tall buildings in
Shanghai rests upon the present application.” He foresaw the day
when Shanghai would become a city of skyscrapers and decided to
leave it to the community to decide if ‘Shanghai would be better
served by tall buildings with more open spaces, than low buildings
with little, or nothing, but narrow roads.” The scheme was duly

passed by Shanghai's foreign ratepayers. Even though it was never

i built, it affirmed that the foreign public who had the power to

" | change the face of the city were in favour of modernisation and

| that engineering difficulties involved with such a project could be
challenged. Mr. Godfrey has

turned out to be something

SITANGHAT MUNICIPAL COUNCI, of a futurist as his vision of
"'“",',:j,‘“,j'j“’j:jij‘;?};w‘;'"t;',';';"”‘""' N A Shanghai is only comprehensively
e A ¢ taking shape today.
| :Fm As in times of uncertainty
i ! E;T; E  and turmoil in the past, the
| m years following the overthrow
| LR e v E  of the Qing dynasty in 1911 saw
| la'.;. :J] P R a large influx of well-to-do
| l g | m i Chinese to the city. Shanghai
| . j{},,«: :‘? | ' - experienced a period of
‘ :’na?:?;%?if ;ig unprecedented growth and its
i | AT araT TR _i_% ] ¥ rapid industrialisation also
f | | Wue B Pasen o, e Puorosn Paon [ aCETacted a large number of

T —— Chinese workers and Japanese
Sketch of proposed pagoda skyscraper, 1910
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Picture This

nationals to the city. The construction industry was booming
and, despite a temporary [ull in foreign building activities on
account of the First World War, three large buildings were
completed on the Bund between 1915 and 1918, including the

Union Building at the present-day No. 3—which eventually
claimed its title as the tallest in the city.

Business confidence was also booming after the war—as was
the city’s foreign population. In the International Settlement this
had more than doubled to over 23,000 between 1910 and 1920,
with the American community seeing a particularly large increase
from 940 to 2,264. Meanwhile, the Chinese population in the
Settlement had risen by more than 150,000 to over /50,000 in
the same period. It was no surprise that a host of prestigious

companies along the Bund announced grand plans to rebuild
their outdated premises around 1920.

Despite the SMC’s earlier recognition that the Shanghai skyline
Was set to rise higher, there was some debate over the new

proposals tor buildings along the Bund. The SMC was concerned
that such a large concentration of tall buildings along the limited
rontage of the Bund would have an adverse effect on the
amenity of the streets that ran off it. There were inadequate
regulations in place when the Union Building was built and its

height along the adjoining Guangdong Road was the same as its
Bund frontage.

~ Whilst no restrictions were placed on the height of the
buildings facing the Bund, regulations were shortly after drawn
up to restrict building height on the adjoining and comparatively
narrow streets, Buildings were only allowed to maintain the
height of their Bund frontage for a maximum of 80 feet along the
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adjoining streets. However, all the proposals or statements of
intent submitted to the SMC in 1919, including those for Jardine,
Matheson & Co, Nisshin Kisen Kaisha and the Bank of Taiwan,
required at least a 160-foot frontage. Fortunately the Council
made special concessions based on the rather weak assertion that
the roads opened on to ‘unlimited space’ and ‘enjoyed an extra
amount of light and air.” If it weren't for the SMC'’s flexibility the

major buildings that we see along the Bund today might have
looked totally different to what they do now.

Picture This

SHANGHAJRﬂUD,SHANGHAI(EOLD—JMMLDING‘THE Bunbp

Between 1921 and 1925 no less than seven new
buildings were erected on the Bund. Despite the
tumultuous events in the city, commencing with the

anti-foreign demonstrations that tollowed, to the killing
of thousands of suspected Communists by Nationalist
troops and Green Gang members in April 1927, it didn’t
take long for business to return to normal. Indeed it
was the scions of Chinese big business that supported,
voluntarily or not, the new Nationalist Government.

The Bank of Taiwan and the new Custom House were
completed on the Bund in 1927

n the late 1920s everything was booming again.
HPoreign and Chinese money was tlooding into the
City. Sir Victor Sassoon spearheaded the foreign crusade
by transferring vast amounts of his fortune from
Bombay to Shanghai. The price of land on which his
Sassoon House and Cathay Hotel was being built on
the Bund doubled over the course of its construction
from 1926 to 1929. The last was by far the most
outstanding year in terms of land values and property
transactions in Shanghai’s history, and the old saying of
Shanghai Mud, Shanghai Gold’ had never rung so true.

Yet the sounds of war were never far away. The
Sino-Japanese hostilities in Zhabei district, to the north
“ of Suzhou Creek, during the first five months of 1932
served as a wake-up call and delayed major building projects
around the city. The impact of the events was compounded by a
rapid depreciation in the value of silver soon after Whilst there
were no building projects underway on the Bund in 1932, some
buildings behind the northern section of the Bund, in what is
now known as the ‘Waitanyuan’ area, were affected. The more
devastating events of 1937, however delayed the completion of
the Bund’s last pre-war building, the Bank of China, and stalled
plans for the Art Deco form of the Commercial Bank of China,

which weren't fully realised until 1948,
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May 30" Massacre in 1925 and the strikes, boycotts and
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